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i ' TO 

THOMAS BERNARD, Esq. 

DEAR SIR9 

We seldom see a person^ in the course 
of a prosperous business, stop short, and 
say, / have enough. We see him more 
seldom consider his prosperity as a trust 
conferred by Providence for the good of 
others ; and still more seldom engaging in 
that line of benevolent action, which is 
among the most laborious, and the least 
grateful. Charity is often disposed to open 
its purse : but rarely to take pains ; though 
a man's time is frequently more useful than 
his money. We revere the memory of thq 
late Mr. Howard, who sought out misery 
in jails. But misery is not confined to jails. 
We bless the benevolent heart, which seeks 
it in the dwellings of the poor — even in 
the loathsome cottages of filth and beggary. 
It was one of the marks of the Christian 
religion to preach the gospel to the poor : 
and it is surely another to be attentive to 
their temporal wants. Indigence is generally 
thriftless. Half the miseries of the lower 
A 2 classes 
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iv DEDICATION. 

classes of mankind arise from profligacy, 
idleness, or mismanagement. What a bless- 
ing therefore is HE to the lower orders of 
society, who by active researches collects the 
several benevolent sdiemes of a charitable 
nation into one point: and by pertinent 
observations shews in what various ways the 
distresses of the poor may be relieved — how 
early instruction may induce religious habits 
— how sloth may be convertied into industry 
— penury into plenty — and misery into 
comfort — how the blind also, the lame, and 
the aged, may receive every assistance, of 
which their condition is susceptible. 

Thus, my dear Sir, I have drawn a picture, 
which I present to you^ All who are ac- 
quainted with the original, will acknowledge 
the likeness. The following Discourses, 
which, in some degree I hope, pursue thebe- 
nevolent^ plans I have just specified, I begi 
you will accept ; and believe me to be, dear 
Sir, with the greatest esteem, and respect. 

Your obliged, 
And affectionate humble Servant, 

WILLIAM GILPIN. 

VicAR*s Hill, 7 
.September 22. 1800. J 
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SERMON XXVI. 

John, i. 45. 

WE HAVE FOUND HIM, OF WHOM MOSES IN THE 

LAW AND THE PROPHETS DID WRITE JESUS 

OF NAZARETH, THE SON OF JOSEPH. 



Jesus had called Philip to be his disciple. 
Philip, rejoiced to Ifind a person, who appeared 
marked by the prophets as the Shiloh of Moses — 
the Branch of Isaiah — the Holy One of David 
-F^and the Messiah of Daniel — could not enjoy 
the important discovery alone, but went to 
Nathaniel, a pious friend, to whom lie imparted 
it; ." We have found him,** said he, ** of whom 
>^ Moses and the prophets did write — Jesus of 
Nazareth, the Son of Joseph/' 

Nathaniel, it seems, was not quite so easy of 
.belief. It occurred immediately to him, that Beth- 
' ' VOL. II. B lehem. 

n 
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2 SERMON XXVI. 

lehem, not Nazareth, was mapk^ed by the prophet,, 
as the birth-place of the Messiah, Can that good 
thing, said he, or that great personage (for so it 
might be translated) come out of Nazareth t 
Philip, not able to answer the difficulty on the 
spot, desired Nathaniel to go with him to Jesus. 
The difficulty, it is probable, was immediately 
removed ; for it appeared that Jesus was bom in 
Bethlehem, and not at Nazareth : but what 
tended chiefly to fix Nathaniels faith, was,, his 
learning from Jesus a private circumstance of 
bis own life. Before PhiUp called thee, said Jesus,. 
I 'saw thee wider the Jig-tree. Nathaniel, ia 
astonishment, cried out. Rabbit thou art the Son 
of God — thou art the King qf Israel : which was a 
plain confession of his belief in him as the Messiahs 
In the following discourse Ishalljffr^/Showyou 
on what evidence these two disciples believed ia 
Jesus as the Messiah ; attdy secondly, I shall apply 
their case to that of the Christians of these times* 

To show on what evidence these two diseiplea 
believed Jesus to be the Messiah, we must iirst 
run over, at least slightly, the whole of the evi- 
dence contained in what Moses and the prophets^ 
did write. 

lii 
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SERMON XXVI. 8 

In the contents of these divine books^ we 
shall find three kinds of prophetic evidence^ if I 
may so ^ak« -^ The first is contained in the 
history of the Jews; whose singular story, when 
seen m connection mth the whole chain of prophetic 
evidence, sets forth, in a variety of circum* 
stanees, the redemption of the worid by Christ. 
The call of Abraham from a heathen state, re- 
presents the gracious call of Christians to forsake 
the wickedness of the world. — The sacrifice of 
Isaac was a direct representation of the great 
sacrifice of Christ; performed on Mount Mo* 
riah, which most interpreters suppose to be the 
very Mount Calvary where our Saviour suffered.* 
— The faith which led Abraham through all the 
difficulties of his life, is a just representation of 
that faith, by which the Christian is exhorted to 
pass through his earthly pilgrimage to his hea* 
venly habitation. The bondage of the Israelites 
in Egypt strongly sets forth the bondage of sin, 
under which mankind was reduced: and the mu 
raculous deliverance by the hand of Moses, that 
still greatar deliverance by Christ from a heavier 
bondage* The travels of tlie children of Israel 

* See 2 Chronicles, iii. i.> where we find Jerusalem stood 
on this mountain, 

B 2 through 
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4 SERMON XXVL 

through the wilderness were productive of many 
prophetic events. Their miraculous supply of 
food from heaven — their thirst quenched with 
water from a rock, which St. Paul tells us was 
an (emblem of Christ — smd the lifting up of the 
brazen scFpent, which our Saviour himself men» 
tions hs a representation of his* crucifixion — may 
all be called historical prophecies of dtff^emt 
parts of the Christian dispensation. — Then again, 
after the travels of the Israelites through the 
wilderness, their settling ia the land of promise, 
(the end of all their labours,), aptly represents 
that great home^ which the real Christian hatb 
ever in his view. 

The second kind of prophetic evidence^ con- 
tained m what Moses and the prophets did write, 
is found in the various ceremonies of the Jewish 
church, after it became established. Almost evesy 
onie of these ceremonies pointed al Christ.; — But 
we observe here something singular. The history 
of the Jews, we have just seen, gives us a typical 
representation of several drcumstances with regard 
to the redemption of man. But the rites and 
ceremonies of the Jewish church seem chiefly to 
point out the one^reat end (which was indeed the 
peculiar end) of Christ's coming intoJ;he world— 

the 
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SERMON XXVI. S 

the atonement be made by his death for the sins of 
mankind. Thus the Jewish sacrifices^ in all their 
various kinds» set forth, in different views, the 
shedding of his sacred blood, and that expiation 
which it made for sin. Thus again, the scape- 
goat» which was sent into the wilderness, after the 
sins of the people had been confessed over it, 
represented the same greatend. The passoyer too, 
though instituted in remembrance of the angel's 
passing over the houses of the Israelites, when he 
slew the first-born of the Egyptians, had reference 
to that great paschal lamb, which was slain for the 
sins of mankind. — The veil of the temple also, 
which separated the Holy of Holies from the other 
parts of the temple, and which was rent at Christ's 
death, showed its connection with that great 
event; intimating that the partition-wall be- 
tween the Jews and Gentiles was now broken 
down. — Lastly, the high-priestentering the Holy 
of Holies to make atonement for his own sins and 
the sins of the people, respected plainly that great 
atonement which was afterwards made by Christ. 
The third, and last kind of prophetic evidence 
contained in what Moses and the prophets did 
write^ consist^ in written prophecies. In the his* 
tory and ceremonies of the Jews, we see the life 

B 3 ' and 
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6 f^ERMON XXVl 

Md office of the Messiah representedi as it Wef^^ 
by visible signs. But lest these should not be 
suflSciently striking^ the third and last prophetic 
evidence is delivered in tanguage. This kind of 
evidence is indeed much fuller, and more com* 
plete, than either of* the other kinds, inasmuch 
as it comprehends, with more circumstantial ex- 
actness, the Hfe^ ministry, death, and resur« 
rectiott of Christ. 

To go over, even in a slight way, the whole o£ 
these prophecies, would take up much time* I 
shall therefore just mention a few of those which 
are the most remarkable ; and are, fot that reason, 
generally taken notice of by the evangelists them-* 
selves. Observe how very exact they arej and 
how like what you read in the New Testament. 
Beholdf a virgin shall cortceive^ and bear a son. 
ffroit ^ethlehem^ though thou be Uttte among the 
thousands qfjudah, yet out vfthee shall he come 
Jbrth, "who is to be ruler in Israel. — * Unto us a child 
is bom ; unto us a son is given / and the govern^ 
ment shall be upon his shoulders; and his name shaU 
be catted tVonderful^ CkjtlnseUor, the mghiy Ood, 
the everlasting Father ^ the Prince of Peace. Yet 
he hath no form nor comeliness. He was despised, 
and we esteemed him not. He was oppressed, and he 

was 
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was qffiicted. He was brought as a lanib to the 
slaughter ; and as a sheep before the shearers is 
dumbf so opened he not his mouth. False witnesses 
did rise up against him. They laid to his charge 
things that he knew not. They jnerced his hands 
and his feet. Theygafoe him gall to eat; and when 
he was thirsty ^ they gave him vinegar to drink. 
They pelted his garments among them ; and cast 
lots upon his vesture. Surely he hath borne our 
gritf^ and carried our sorr&ws: he was wounded 
fir our trangressions ; he was bruised for our ini^ 
gmties. Tfie chastisement of our peace was upon 
him ; and with his stripes we are healed. The 
Lord hath laid on him the inquity of us all. Thou 
shall make his soul an qfferingfor sin. He was 
numbered with transgressors ; and he shall bear 
the sins of many ; and make intercession fer trans- 
gressors. Yet thou shall not leave his life in the 
gr(we; neither shalt thou suffer thine holy one to 
see corruption. After two days he will revive him. 
On the third he will raise him up. 

Thus I have summed up the three kinds af 
prophetic evidence, contained in what Moses and 
the prophets did write^^ arising from the history o£ 
die Jews — from their rite^ and ceremonies — and, 

B 4 lastly, 
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8 SERMON XXVL 

lastly, from their prophetic writings. Let us theti, 
as I proposed, secondly^ ^PP^7 ^he case of' these 
two disciples, Philip and Nathaniel, to the Chris* 
tians of these times* 

It is plain, that very little of this evidence 
could have any weight with them, at the time of 
their believing in Jesus* We may suppose, indeed^ 
these holy persons, like SimeoUyWaitedJor the can- 
solation of Israel -^we may suppose they were weM 
versed in the Scriptures; and knew the Messiah 
was about that time to appear: but still the 
greatest part of these types, and prophecies of the 
Messiah, were at the time when Philip and Na- 
thaniel came to Jesus yet unfulfilled -^ nor had 
Jesus, so far as appears, performed one single mi- 
racle, in proof of his authority. But still tie bad 
given ground sufficient to these honest and well- 
intentioned men to believe him the Messiah. 

The great ground of their belief must have 
rested first on the authority of John the Baptist, 
whose disciple at least one of them was. With 
John's miraculous birth they were well ac- 
quainted; and they knew that he was marked 
by the prophets as the forerunner of Christ — the 
voice qfone crying inthe wilderness^ Prepare ye the 
way of the Lord. — They might have learned, 

also. 
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uko, the wonderful circumstances of the birth of 
Christ — that be was born of a virgin ; aqd had 
at least so far completed that great prophecy of 
Isaiah with regard to EmanueL From John also 
they might have^ known (what Philip probably 
was an eye-witness of ) that wonderful testimony 
which was given to Jesus at his baptism, when a 
voice from heaven proclaimed, Thou art wy be^ 
l&oed SoTif in whom I. am well pleased. .They had 
both of them also seen Jesus— that divine person, 
iHhiwhom shone all thejiilness qfthe Godhead bo€tify 
— and had listened to that gracious voice, which 
spake as never man spake. The doubts also of 
Nathaniel had been .dispelled, by Jesus's telling 
him, in a miraculous manner, some of the most 
secret transactions of his life. AU this evidence 
for their belief in Christ they had ; and on the 
foundation of this they firmly believed him to be 
the Messiah, who should qfierwards fulfil, but 
had not yet fulfilled^ aU that Moses and the pro^ 
phets did write. 

Thus, thra, we see on how slight a degree of 
evidence, in comparison of the evidence we have, 
these two well-disposed persons believed in Christ. 
All the evidence which they had we have j and 
let us {^ee what evidence we have besides. We 

have 
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10 SERMON XXVL 

have not only all that evidence arising from the 
prophetic history — the types and prophecies of the 
Old Testament, which have just been run over 
— we have not only the full completion of all 
those prophecies relating to the life and death, 
the resurrection and ascension of Christ ; but we 
liave besides the testimony of the miracles which 
Christ himsdf wrought, with which they were 
then unacquainted, and which we believe on the 
strongest evidence. We have also his many di- 
vine discourses, which they had not then heard 
— his instructive lessons to all ranks of people-^ 
the kindness and solid comfort with which he 
soothed his friends — the wisdom and force ol' 
argument with which he silenced his enemies. 

We have also the example of his life before us, 
which they could not then have had, and which 
showed him so eminently to be the Son of God. 

We have likewise a foundation for our belief, 
which they had not, from those prophecies which 
were fulfilled after our Saviour's death — particu* 
larly with regard to the destruction of Jerusalem 
-—the conversion of the Gentiles — and the dis« 
persion of the Jews ; the two latter of which are 
prophecies that have been more and more un* 
folding themselves from that time to this. 

It 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



SERMON XXTL 11 

It is true, these two disciples hail seen their 
Saviour with their own eyes; which is so far a 
stronger evidence than we have: but they had 
great prejudiced to conquer with regard to the 
meanness of bis appearance; prejudices so strong, 
that not one of his disciples themselves could 
wholly conquer them till ailer his death. These 
prgudices are now worn off by time; so that, on 
the whole, it may be fairly concludedi we have 
not only all the evidence which they had in proof 
of the Messiah, but a great variety of other evi- 
dence, which they could not have had. Indeed 
our Saviour's speech on this very occasion implies 
as much. He commends Nathaniel's faith, as 
having shown itself so strong on so little evi- 
dence; and then tells him, he should hereafter 
see greater things than he had yet seen. 

The great conclusion from the whole is, that 
our faith, which rests on so much stronger evi- 
dence, should, at least, be as strong as theirs, 
whose evidence was so deficient; and that we 
should, with not less holy joy than they did, 
profess. We have found him qf whom Moses and 
the prophets did write^ Jesus ofNazarethy the son 
qJ Joseph. 

But 
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12 SERMON XXVL 

Biit let us ever remember, that if ^e would 
^ow our faith to be as strong as theirs, we must 
show it in its effects. Their lives, after they were 
convinced of the truth of religion, continued in a 
steady course of obedience. — Let us then fol- 
low the steps of these two eminent disciples. 
Let us believe like them; and, like them, show 
the purity of pur faith by the piety of our lives. 
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SERMON XXVII. 

Matthew^ xxviii. 19. 

GO YE THEREFORE, AND TBAGH ALL NATIONS^ 
BAPTIZING THEM IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER, 
THE SON, AND THE HOLY GHOST. 



jhLS the church hath appointed this day * to be 
observed in honour of the Holy Trinity, I shall 
endeavour, jfirstf to show you what is meant 
by the doctrine of the Trinity ; and, secondhf^ 
how it may become a proper subject for our 
meditation. 

All that is revealed to us on the subject of 
the Trinity, lies in a very narrow compass. The 
whole is contained in a few verses of our Bibles. 
We are every where informed, there is but one 
God. At the same time, there are various pas- 
sages in Scripture which mention the Godhead 

* Trinity Sunday. 

as 
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as uniting in itself three distinct powers*— the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost. One of 
the strongest of these passages I have just read 
to you/ in which we are ordered to be baptized 
in the names of these three powers. But of the 
nature of this union and distinction we are nol 
in the least informed. This, howsirer, is all we 
know on the subject, and ail we can know. As 
the Scriptures therefore speak, in various pas* 
sagei^ both of three distinct powers, and also of 
one God, we take the account just as the Scrip* 
ture gives it, and should not pretend to know 
more. 

To this doctrine the name of the Trinify hath 
beea given, which is a term indeed :Qot known 
in Scripture } and for that reason, perbapsi hatb 
been often taken up as a kind of watcfawoid, 
though it is perfectly innocent of any meaning; 
except just the Scripture doctrine I have men* 
ticmed; 

But this doctrinei you say« is very incompre^ 
hensible. 

Certainly: but are there not innumeraUe 
other things equally incomprahensibLe, wMch, 
nevertheless^ you believe ? You yourself consist 
of two distinct powers^ a body and a soul, which, 

joined 
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Joined together, make one person. How your 
soul and body are ignited, and make one persom 
you can no more ^xplsiin to me, than I can ex- 
plain to youj the nature of the Trinity ; but you 
bdieve it, notwith$ta&<fing. It is juAt bo with 
the Trinity. I am assured in Scripture, there 
is only one God ; but I am assured also, this 
one God consists of three distinct powers. { 
can comprehend this no more than I can that I 
am one person, though I consist both of a body 
and a souL Ignorant, therefore, of my own 
nature, am I surprised at not being able to com- 
prehend the nature of God ? 

If, then, we believe the truth of Scripture on 
the evidence qfreason^ we have nothing to do on 
this subject, but just to take the Scripture ac^ 
count ; and examine no farther : for it is impofih 
^ible we can know more. But when men, instead 
of resting in this confined knowledge, and turn- 
ing the doctrine of the Trinity to a practical use^ 
make it the subject only of inquiry and argumentp 
they certainly treat it in a way in which God Al- 
mighty never intended it should be treated. If 
he had, he would have explained it to us« 

The curiosity of man is endless } and it is a 
useful principle, as it is the source of all his 
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knowledge and improvement. It carries him to 
the heavens above. It examines the stars. It 
calls them by their names. It fixes their motions^ 
It dives into the ocelan, and searches the secrets 
of the great deep. And all this is very well ; for 
one half of the world, who are not employed in 
bodily labour, must have — at least ought to 
have -^ employment tor their minds. 

But the curiosity of man, not satisfied with all 
this, is continually straying beyond its limits. It 
is not satisfied with the depths of science, in 
which mistakes are not dangerous, it will exa- 
mine the deep things of God. No difficulties in 
religion are too much for it. Nothing shall be 
hid — nothing mysterious. If reason cannot 
master them, they must be false. 

No doctrine hath administered more matter of 
idle curiosity to mankind than this of the Trinity. 
One man, from an obscure text of Scripture, 
hath conceived one thing : another man, from 
some other passage of Scripture, hath conceived 
another thing, quite the reverse; and it must 
ever be so in points which are only just touched, 
and which human reason can never understand. 

Nor is this much amiss. The great mischief 
is, when people are thus disposed to examide 
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into mysterious points (which oftentimes, one 
should hope, . they might innocently hold either 
on one side or the other of a difficult question) : 
they are not satisfied with keeping their opinions 
to themselves, but raise disputes, set people at 
variance with their Bibles, and draw their atten* 
tion from points of much more importance. 

Let tcs then leave the doctrine of the blessed 
Trinity to rest in that unknown vastness, and 
awful obscurity, with which it hath pleased God 
to overspread it When God revealed himself 
to Moses at the giving of the law, it was in ob- 
scurity ; and when he reveals himself in tlie Gos^ 
pel, it can be no otherwise : for the human un- 
derstanding cannot possibly comprehend the 
deep things qfGod: yet still every thing that was 
necessary for the Jews to know in the law, and 
every thing that is necessary for us to know in 
the Gospd, are very plain. 

Let us, then, leave all nice inquiries into this 
subject, and consider it in those practical lights, 
in which alone it ought to be the object of our 
contemplation. Here we carry our Testaments 
in our hands, and are on sure ground. In this 
practical view the doctrine of the Trinity is one 
of the grandest subjects that can be offered to 
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the contemplation of a Christian, \^hich was the 
second point I proposed to consider. 

In this light, it holds out to us the Deity iii 
a threefold manner, graciously condescending^ 
to the good of man. 

To God, under the character of our Creator^. 
we owe all the blessings we enjoy. He gives us 
first the blessings of this world, of which we are 
all so fond — which we are so loth to leave — and 
which we value much more than our gfacious^ 
Creator desires. Our gratitude, however, is so^ 
much the more due, and should lead us to make* 
a proper return. 

But the blessings of this world, h^My as we 
esteem them, are nothing in comparison of those 
which God hath provided for us in the next..^ 
He bath furnished us with immortal souls. He 
hath placed us in a situation to improve and per^ 
feet our nature — he hath opened Heaven to our 
view — he hath given us a connection with im- 
mortal spirits— a title to an eternity of happiness.. 
Why from nothing: the prospect of such glory 
should be assigned to us we know not. But 
surely for such goodness all our gratitude is due, 
which should flow in the two great channels of 
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praise and obedience. His will, as far as we 
can, should be ours. We should resign ourselves 
to him in all conditions of life. His supporting 
and his correcting hand we should receive with 
equal gratitude. Whether he give us rain and 
fruitful seasons, or whether he think it proper to 
withhold these blessings, still we acknowledge 
the same divine power, who knows what is bes^ 
for us. On him we cast our care^ knomng that 
he carethfor us. 

Again, when we contemplate this great Being, 
under the idea of a RedeemeVy what new sources 
of love and gratitude arise ! Man, who was placed 
originally with every circumstance of happiness 
about him, disobeyed his Maker^ fell from that 
happy state, and became subject to God's dis- 
pleasure. By this fatal transaction he corrupted 
his own nature — his posterity drew their corrup* 
tion from him ; and the de6ciencies we feel in 
all our religious performances bear full witness 
to this fatal truth. We cannot, with the best of 
our endeavours, live up to our duty. We may 
strive against the coiTuptions of our nature*-^ 
and, it may be hoped, we all do — but still we 
find we are frail sinners, and have numberless 
offences to beg pardon for at the throne of 
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grace. What then would have become of us,, if 
we had had nothing to trust in better than our- 
selves ! The goodness of God in our rec^emption 
began, immediately on the fall, to take plaee« 
Jesus Christ undertook our restoration. Here, 
vthen, a new call of duty arises — of love and gra- 
titude to that Saviour who laid down his life to 
save sinners. 

But here alsa difficulties abound,, which may 
lead us astray. How the death of Christ was 
.effectual to our salvation,, and how the blood of 
a Saviour could pacify an offended God, are di£. 
Acuities of the same nature as those of the Tri^ 
nity — diiBcukies which we can never under- 
stand, and with which, in fact, we have nothing 
to do. Our reason is not equal to them. God 
Almighty lays his Gospel before us. Of the 
iruth and evidence of that our reason must 
judge. But when we are convinced of the ti:uth 
of the Gospel, there are many things in it which 
must be the objects of our faith. One ef these 
things is the mode of our redemption by Christ. 
Instead, therefore, of inquiring, what God hath 
done in this great work, let us consider what we 
ourselves ought to do — let lis consider the great 
heinousness of sin, which required such an atone- 
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ment as the blood of Christ — let us make sin- 
cere resolutions against sin, and depend on the 
merits of that Saviour, through which alone we 
expect salvation — let us have a high sense of 
that amazing instance of charity which our Sa- 
viour showed in dying for us — let us imitate that 
charity, in being of what assistance we can 
among our brethren. 

But the mercies of God the Father, in creat- 
ing and preserving us — and the mercies of Christ, 
in redeeming us — would still have been insuffi* 
cient without the Holy Spirit of God — which 
sanctifies us — which inspires us with good de- 
sires — and renders our own endeavours fruitful. 
As we have no merits of our own, even after our 
best endeavours — I mean no merits on which we 
can depend for salvation, but must expect the 
favour of God only through Christ — neither pan 
we properly be said to have any goodness of our 
own, but owe all to the blessed influence of the 
Spirit of God. Our own endeavours, with fervent 
prayer, are necessary to procure this heavenly as- 
sistance; but from God, through the influence of 
his Holy Spirit, all goodness springs. From him it 
arises, and to him it is referred. Man has it not 
Jfrom nature^ he receives it wholly from grace, 
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^ut here again men may involve themselves 
in (lijQSpulties, if they please. If they cannot rest 
SAtis/ie^f without knowing in what way we are 
^siste4 by Qorf's Hply Spirit, or how God's 
grace makes our Qwn endeavours acceptable, we 
^fe constrained tQ leave them in their difficulties; 
but they must remember they make difficulties' 
in religion which never disturb them in common 
life* However, there is no restraint laid upon 
them. |f they do pot chuse to listen to the sug<* 
gejstionsof Qod's Holy 3pirit till they updersti^nd 
th^ naturp pf it, th^y must» if they please, listen 
tQ thp temptations of the wprld. They have their 
pptipn i and, )n<|e.ed, our merit seems to lie in 
npthingi bnt in religiously making this option. 

Thus, then, ypu see hpw we are indebted to 
thp three powers of the Holy Trinity, and the 
US9 which we pught to make of ihat awful doc- 
trine. We should review the blessings we have 
r^eived from the Father> the Son, and the Holy 
Gbpst, and piously unite our endeavours with 
these holy advantages^ As to the obscurer parts 
of this doctrine, we may assure ourselves we have 
nothing to do with them. The simplest man 
among you may look into his Bible, and know 
as much about the doctrine of the Trinity as the 

most 
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most learned divine. He may know more, if he 
apply it better ; and he who does not apply it to 
the improvement of his life, with all his curious 
disquisitions, and all his learning, knows nothing 
of the matter. 

Let us then pray to God, that on this, and all 
other mysterious subjects, he would be pleased 
so to enlighten our hearts, that we may not en- 
deavour to be wise above what is writteU'^^thBt 
we may subdue the pride of reason, which is one 
great foundation of ignorance and irreligion — 
and that, keeping clear of all the vanities and 
follies which human Wisdom is apt to suggest, we 
may never be drawn aside from the practice of a 
holy life— that true and direct road which God 
hath pjaiiily marked out, through all his dispen- 
sations, to everlasting happiness ! 
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Matthew, xii, 32. 

WHOSOEVER SPEAKETH AGAINST THE HOLY GHOST, 
IT SHALL NOT BE FORGIVEN HIM, NEITHER IN 
THIS WORLD, NEITHER IN THE WORLD TO COME* 



K^OME people are so desperately wicked, as to 
be affected by nothing. They can hear the most 
awful denunciations of God's wrath against the 
sins they are daily committing, and yet be wholly 
unmoved. There are others, whose consciences 
are so much alive, that they are on the watch, as 
it were, for every threatening expression in the 
Bible which they can possibly draw to their own 
circumstances; and, in their religious anxiety, 
frequently apply to themselves texts of Scripture 
no way related to their particular cases. To such 

persons 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



SERMON XXVIIf. 25 

persons the text I have just repeated, sounds often 
a dreadful alarm. If any blasphemous thought 
should cross their minds, though it receive not the 
least harbour — or if they should be so unhappy as 
to be surprised into some wilful sin, though they 
had sincerely repented of it — especially if such a 
sin had been committed after receiving the sacra- 
ment— their consciences are immediately up in 
arms-— they had committed the sin against the 
Holy Ghost, and could neither be forgiven in this 
worldj nor in the world to come. I have more 
than once seen the tranquillity of a dying hour 
discomposed with these dreadful apprehensions. 

God's peace rest on all such tender conscience^ 
as these ! If any under such apprehensions are 
now my hearers, I should be glad to convince 
them that no well-tneaning people can commit 
this dreadful sin ; and that their very fears of 
deing guilty of it make it evident they cannot be 
guilty of it. In fact, none could be guilty of it 
but those hardened wretches to whom it is 
ascribed. But I shall endeavour to explain the 
subject to you, by considering,^r^/; what is meant 
by the sin against the Holy Ghost; secondly^ what 
is meant by its being neitherforgrven in this "worlds 
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nor in the world to come,- and, lastly, what ols 
servations may arise from the' whole. 

That we may the more easily discover what is 
meant by the sin against the Holy Ghost, it will 
he proper to explain the passage of Scripture 
with which the words are connected. 

Our Saviour had cast out a devil from a man 
who had been deprived of his sight and hearing, 
to which he was perfectly restored. The common 
people, who saw the miracle, were astonished at 
the greatness of it j and, in the candour of their 
honest hearts, acknowledged Jesus to be the Mes- 
siah. But the Pharisees, with that rancour they 
had always shown, were determined to cavil. The 
miracle, however, was so plain, it could not be 
denied. The man whom they had seen a moment 
before raving with madness, and terrifying the 
crowd with all those frightful convulsions which 
were the consequences of so dreadful a possession, 
was now perfectly calm, and took a rational notice 
of every thing that passed. But though the mi* 
racle was evident, yet to own it was to join the 
common people in owning Jesus tobe the Messiah, 
which at any rate was not to be admitted. What 
step, then, was to be taken ? Malice rarely wants 
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ft resource. The miracle itself, it is true, could 
not be denied \ but the authority on which it was 
pretended to be wroqght, might be questioned. 
And indeed, this was the easiest and surest way to 
vilify the religion which the miracle was intended 
to establish. The Pharisees therefore told the 
people they had been deceived by mere appear* 
ances — that Jesus had indeed performed the ap« 
pearance of a miracle^ as if from God ; but in 
fact he had performed it in league with the devil. 

Jesus, grieved at their hardened, impenitent 
hearts, showed the people the impossibility of so 
wicked a suggestion* Is not my doctrine, said 
he, wholly opposite to the works of the devil ? 
and would the devil wish to support any thing so 
contrary to his own wicked interests? A house 
divided against itself can never stand. — There- 
fore I say unto you^ aU manner of mt and blas^ 
phen^ shall be forgiven unto men: but whosoever 
speaketh against the Holy Ghosts it shall not be for- 
givf?n him, neither in this worldj nor in the world 
to come. 

^Qw this is just the plain scripture account of 
the pccs^sion on which these ^wful words were 
i^pken* It IS evident therefore the sin against the 
Holy Gho^t^ which is thus set apart frpm all other 
sins, could only be committedi in its complete 
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malignity, by those wicked Pharisees, against 
whom the words were originally spoken. It con-- 
sisted in their ascribing, with hardened impenitent 
heartSj'our Saviour's miracles to the devil; not- 
withstandingthey had seen these very miraclesper- 
formed on the spot, through the divine agency of 
the Holy Spirit of God, with all the marks of the 
most benevolent disposition ; and with a view to 
support such doctrines, as were in the plainest 
manner intended to overthrow the works of the 
devil. 

I SHALL now, as I proposed, secondly^ endea* 
vour to explain to you the meaning of the other 
part of the text — it shaB never be forgiven^ neither 
in this worlds nor in the world to come. 

Expositors generally consider these words lite- 
rally denouncingabsolute damnation against those 
wicked Pharisees. I cannot say they strike me 
in that light. I cannot suppose the sin against the 
Holy Ghost, any more than other sins, was abso- 
lutely unpardonable. My reasons are these : 

First, it seems contrary to the general tenor 
and tenderness of the Gospel, to place any person 
beyond 2i possibility of salvation. The Gospel was 
preached to all mankind j and repentance held 
out universally to all. 

Secondly, 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



SERMON XXVIII. 59 

Secondly, before our Saviour finislies this very 
discourse with the Scribes and Pharisees^ he him- 
self seems to have thrown out the idea of re- 
pentance, holding up the Ninevites to them as 
a pattern; which would have been very unne- 
cessary, if repentance had been ineffectual. The 
men of Nineveh, says he, shall rise up in judgment 
against this generation and condemn it, because they 
repented at the preaching of Jonas ; and behold a 
greater than Jonas is here. — This surely supposes, 
that if the men of that generation — namely, the 
Scribes and Pharisees, to whom the speech was 
addressed — had repented, they might, like the 
men of Nineveh, have been pardoned. 

My last reason is, that it is common in Scripture 
to put the impossibility of a thing for its great dif- 
Jicvlty. Several passages might be mentioned ; 
but I shall quote only that remarkable passage, 
in which our Saviour says, // is impossible for a 
rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven. When 
the disciples seemed startled at so severe a sen- 
tence, Jesus immediately qualified what he had 
said, by explaining his meaning ; // is impossible 
for those who trust in riches to enter into the kingdom 
qf heaven. For these three reasons, therefore, I 
cannot take the sin against the Holy Ghost to 
have been literally unpardonable. 

If 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



30 SERMON XXVm. 

If then this sin was r^Lther difficult than im- 
possible to be forgiven, let us examine, in what 
xYm peculiar difficulty ^ for such no doqbt it was, 
consisted. 

It seems to have consisted in an obstinate de-- 
termination to resist the greatest calls to repent- 
. ance, which could possibly awaken sinners. It 
is impossible for sinners to have a greater than 
their blessed Saviour working miracles before their 
eyes : and they who resisted this call, might well 
be supposed to resist every other call. They ha(d 
hardenedthemselves to such a degree, that no hope 
of their repentance remained. — The stress there- 
fore appears to be laid, rather on the improbabilittf 
of repentance J than on the impossibility of forgive- 
ness. 

Thus I have endeavoured to explain to you this 
very alarming text. Let us now, lastly ^ see what 
observations arise from the whole. 

Though I hope, my brethren, this awful pas- 
sage furnishes no ground to alarm the weak con- 
science of the well-disposed Christian ; it cer- 
tainly gives just occasion of alarm to the hardened 
sinner. For although the precise sin against the 
Holy Ghost cannot be found even in the wick- 
edness of these days ; yet wickedness in thes6 

days 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



SERMON XXVIIL »1 

days may be found very nearly allied to it. The 
Pharisees of old have their disciples among us ^ 
whose sins, like theirs, are often of that hardened 
kind, which resists all opportunities of convic- 
tion, and leaves them in a state only within a 
possibility of repentance : and yet, unless they 
repent, and change their hearts, and lives, they 
shall never beforgweuj neither in this 'worlds nor 
in the world to come. 

The nearest to these are the open scoffers at 
religion. A man may doubt, and honestly en- 
deavour to get the better of his doubts- There 
is no harm in this. St. Thomas doubted ; and 
so did others of the disciples. — - Or a man may 
even disbelieve from not having taken pains to 
examine the evidences of religion ; and yet still, 
if he keep his opinions to himself, his infidelity is 
short of the wickedness mentioned in the text. 
Such a man will have an account, no doubt, to 
settle with God Almighty for paying so little 
attention to a religion, for which sufficient evi- 
dence hath been affoi'ded ; but that account is a 
matter between God and his soul. He hath given 
no open offence to religion ; and if he be not 
one of those who love darkness, he may yet be 
enlightened by a beam of truth. 

But 
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, But if he proceed in his infidelity — if he lefc 
Iris profaneness loose in the world, and endea-> 
vour to. corrupt the principles of others, he then 
becomes a direct imitator of those wicked Pha- 
risees, who not onltf refused to enter into the king- 
dom of heaven themselves^ but prevented others who 
were disposed to enter it. His doom also is like 
theirs. He hath been guilty of a sin, which 
resists the humble spirit of repentance more than 
any other. There is a pride, an arrogance, and 
self-sufficiency about the mind of an avowed in- 
fidel, which too often stick by him to the last. 
An infidel philosopher, who has the abilities to 
examine the truth, and the wickedness to per- 
vert it, might be called, if the expression be 
allowed, one of the deviVs elect* 

But the man of uicked opinions^ my brethren, 
is not the only sinner who resembles the Pharisees 
in the text. They who form wicked habits^ and 

* One cannot help recollecting here, the horrid accounts we 
have of the French philosophy, from BariIuel, Robison, and 
others ; and drawn to a focus in Mr. Kktt*s Interpretation of 
Prophecy, We are at a loss whether to abhor more the blasphe- 
mous and infernal tenets of this philosophy, destructive of reli- 
gion, government, and t^trj thing valuable in society, or the 
diabolical zeal with which it hath been propagated through every 
part of Europe. 

per- 
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persist in leading wicked lives^ come exactly un-r 
der the same description. All these,, unless they 
repent, we are assured, will neither be forgiven in 
this warldf nor in the world to come* 

1 should wish you, therefore, to consider atten- 
tively the dreadful nature of bad habits; and the 
great difficulty of getting the better of them* 
— And yet, unless you do get the better of them, 
you must be sensible there can be no repentaince« 
— Look round your acquaintances — (I do pot 
mean to make yoii censorious, or to think either 
uncharitably of your neighbours, or highly of 
yourselveis— we have no business to judge — all 
these matters remain with God ; but, for your 
own instruction and warning, look round your 
acquatntances)-<«^and recollect how few of them 
yoii remember to have gotten the better of any 
old, favourite, indulged habits of sin. — You 
have seen among them, Ho doubts many who 
have been shamefully addicted to drunkenness — - 
to open, profane swearing'— to profligate Sabbath* 
breaking; and other sins, which are so op^n and 
manifest, that we cannot avoid seeing them : and 
yet, among all these sinners, I fear you have not 
foudd many who h&ve appeared to you to get the, 
better Of th^ir wielded habits* The drunkard qon- 
you II. D tinues 



Digitized by Google 



84 SERMON XXVIIL 

tinues to drink -^ no advice, no warning, has any 
effect upon him. --^ The swearer continues to 
swear. Tell him of his wickedness, he allows it 
is gre^t, but he continues to swear on* — In 
short, most of these sinners, I fear, who have 
suffered the habit qf sin to grow upon them, carry 
it down with their grey hairs to the grave. 

This is a melancholy ->^ an alarming reflection 
<~but, I fear, it is a just one. I should be glad if 
any of you, in your own minds, can recollect ex- 
ceptions to it. Some, no doubt, there are, who 
see their wickedness, and repent of it, before it be 
too late : but there are so many who continue in, 
their sins to their dying day, as to make it a 
dreadful warning to all who have yet repentance 
in their power. For God's sake let them si^Sfer 
no habit qfmi to get the better of them* 

Instead, then^ my brethren, of talking about 
the sin against the Hoh/ Ghost, and frightentxig 
ourselves with sins which we camot commit-^let 
us take under consideration such sins as we 46 
commit-— particularly let us examine our hearti^ 
whether there are any habits of guilt, of any kind^ 
getting ground there : for Grod's i^e let us check 
them in time, befwe they attain tlieir fuU and 

^darning 
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alarming growth. Look at a neglected field. In 
early spring the weeds begin to appear. They 
are the natural produce of neglect. As summer 
approaches, what a growth have they attained ! 
and ^ the year declines, if the field hath still 
been neglected, what a crop of mischief ! the very 
despair of husbandry. — Your hearts, my breth- 
ren, if you have sufiered bad habits to increase, 
are the exact counterparts of such a field. You 
have yet time ; cleanse them from all the vile 
productions of an early spring. Let them not 
have the summer's growth. If you suiSer them 
to increase till the end of the year — till age come 
upon you — the evil becomes next to desperate. 
— The whole tenor of the Gospel assures us, 
that every bud habit — every sin in which we 
knowingly live, and in which we die without 
repentance, without a change of heart, as well aft 
^, 15^ to all intents and purposesp a$ fiu: as we 
ace concerned, the sin iigamsf the Hohf Ghost'-^ 
tmd eon never hefirgioerh neither in th$$ tvarld, 
nor in <Ae m^rld 1q come^ 
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Romans^ iv« 25. 

WHO WAS DELIVERED FOR OUR OFFENCES ; AND WAS 
RAISED AGAIN FOR OUR JUSTIFICATION. 



This short verse comprizes the whole schemi^ 
of the redemption of maDkincU Christ was de^ 
Uveredfor our offences: but that had been insuf- 
ficient, unless he had risen again for ourjusHfi^ 
cation^ -—I shall, j^r^^, e^is^plain to you, the mean^ 
iag of these two expressions f atld shall, secmibf^ 
draw some conclusions from 4sach df them; 

Christ was delivered Jar our offences: that 
is, he died to procure pardon for our sins. —The 
Scripture account of our redemption^ in few 

words. 
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trordsy is this. After the fall of our first parents, 
the nature of mankind became corrupt. In 
ifirfaat way it became so, does not much concern 
us. Many people have given themselves unne- 
ce^ary trouble in accounting for it ; and hav^ 
run into difficulties by explaining the nature of 
original sin j and other points^ which we are nei- 
ther capable of explaining, nor of understanding. 

We need not, however, go so far from home to 
know well enough (which is dl we need know) 
how the matter of fact really stands. Let it be 
from original sin, or from what cause It may, we 
all feel that we are sinners ; and act, in number- 
less instances, against our better knowledge. 

Now in this case, what was to be done ? As we 
have all committed sin, of course we all deserve 
punishment — It is true, we may repent of our 
sins : but repentance gives us no right to par- 
don ; nor, in the natural course of things, any 
hopes of it. Suppose you are extravagant, ruin 
your affairs, and get deeply into debt. — When 
jou feel the bad consequences of all this miscon- 
duct, you are undoubtedly sorry for your folly. 
You heartily repent of it j and resolve, while 
you live, never to get into such difficulties 
again. 

D 3 But 
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But what then ? This ts all very well for the 
future : but what remedy is it for the past ? Will 
your sorrow and repentance pay your debts? 
Your repentance may indeed make you moth 
cautious in contracting debts for the future; but 
none of your creditors will take it in payment for 
debts already contracted. — Nor indeed does 
justice require they should. We must abide by 
what we do. The law must have its course. If 
we cannot pay, we are in our creditor's hands— 
we cannot help ourselves. He may be merciful, 
but we are certainly at his mercy. 

Now this is just the^case of mankind in a na^ 
tural state. We commit sin ; we may be heartily 
sorry for it — we may also sincerely repent of it : 
but we have no ground to hope our repentance 
alone can obtain our pardon. Sin, and its^ 
punishment, are naturally connected ; and there 
is no reason to suppose we can commit the one, 
without drawing on ourselves the other. The 
heathen nations seem, by the mere light of na»- 
ture, to have made out all this matter very clearly. 
They seemed fully convinced, their sins would 
draw punishment upon them ; and therefore were 
continually endeavouring, by sacrifice, and other 
means, in their blind way, to procure pardon. 

But 
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But what man could never have done for him- 
$elf» it pleased 6od» in his mercy, to do for him. 

In this necessity, Grod graciously interposed; 
and gave iiis Son Jesus Christ to be deUfoeredfor 
cur qj^nces — to suffer death for the sins of the 
world — of the whole world. The Scriptures tell 
us» that in him aU the naHans qf the earth shmld 
he bkssed •— that he was the Umb sJmnJrcm the 
Jbundation qfthe world; and will be the Saviour 
of all who shall live up to the lights they have had, 
be those lights ever so small, from the beginning 
to the end of time. 

As we Christians have better lights than the 
heathen had, our religion requires more from t^, 
than theirs did from them ; it requires, that we 
ahould believe and trust in Jesus Christ, as our 
Saviour -^ and that when we sin, it requires such 
a repentance, as is followed by a thorough change 
of Aear^ as well as fi/^. 

Here then come in the blessings of the Gospel. 
Though our repentance can lay no claim to for- 
giveness ; yet, aided by the merits of Christ, it is 
accepted in the room of obedience. The death of 
Christ will save us from those sins, from which, 
without that great sacrifice, man could not be 
saved. There is no sin, indeed, so great, from 
which the death of Christ cannot deliver us, if we 
D 4. sincerely 
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sincerely repent of it — if we believe and trust in 
the merits of our great Redeemer — and, (m tha^ 
faith, ground a thorough change of heart. 

This iaithe ptain Scripture account of sin, and of 
our redemption from it. If indeed we cannot rest 
satisfied without knowing how the death of Christ 
makes satisfaction to God for mankind, there 
indeed the Scripture leaves us. But if we refuse 
salvation in the way in which God is graciously 
pleased to ofifer it — why then, all, that can be 
said, is, we must try to do better for ourselves in 
some other way. 

As we are then to believe atfd trust in Christ,, 
through whom we hope to triumph over death 
and the grave, and be exalted into a state of im- 
mortality, it was natural to suppose, this mighty 
Saviour should give us a sufficient proof and evi- 
dence, that he was able to do these great things 
for us. Here then comes in the second part of 
of the text. Christ, who was delivered Jbr our 
ojff^nceSf W€ts raised again for ourjustifkaiUm. 

I do not at present mean to enter into the 
proof of this great article o£ the resurrection of 
Christ. That would lead into a wider enquiry than 
the time would permit. I take it for granted I am 

now 
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niow speaking to those who believe the Scripture. 
My business then at present, is not to prove the 
resurrection of Christ, but to show the intenHon 
of it Christ, who was delivered^ our sins, was 
raised again for ourjtssUficaHon. 

The word jmHfication means our acceptance 
with God upon the terms of the Gospel \ the 
principal of which, as the source of all, is, that 
we should believe and trust in our Saviour. If 
we do not, it is impossible for us to obey his laws. 
Christ, therefore, was raised from the dead, that, 
by giving us so great an instance of his power, 
we might have a just foundation for our faith } 
and so, by believing in him, and obeying him, 
we might he justified. Our belief, theretiwe, in 
Christ, as our Saviour, depends on his resurrec- 
tion. Christ's being merely put to death, had 
nothing in it for the foundation of our faith in 
hjm as a Saviour and a Redeemer. Many inno- 
cent persons have been put to death for the sake 
of the truths they delivered; atid, if Christ had 
done nothing more, we might indeed have be- 
lieved him to be a holy person ; nay, a person 
sent from God, to work miracles, and establish a 
pure religion. AH this his whole life sufficiently 
declat^d. But what then ? How does this show 

that 
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that he was the Saviour and Redeemer of the 
world? that he was to triumph over death and 
the grave, and lead us with him, as the captain 
qf our salvation? Many of the prophets of old 
did as much as this. Moses established a holy 
reli^on, and wrought miracles to prove it ; and 
many of the prophets suffered death in defence 
of what they taught; but we never believed in 
any of them as a Saviour and Redeemer. Some- 
thing more was necessary to establish this cha- 
racter, or else we might still have been under 
the influence of the old Jewish infidelity : He 
^woed others; himself he cannot saoe. The thing 
is obvious : a saviour of others must first be a 
saviour of himself. 

But all these doubts were effectually removed 
by his resurrection from the dead. If Christ had 
not risen, as the Apostle aigues, our faith had been 
vain : we are yet in our sins.*^ But if we beliesoe 
that Jesus died, and rose again; even so^ them 
also which sleep in Jesus wiU God bring with him. 
Here, then, is a rational ground for our belief in 
Christ as a Saviour ; and here you see the great 
scheme of the redemption of mankind complete. 
Christ was delivered for our offences, and rose 
ngakafoT ourjusti^ation. He died to redeem us 
*5 from 
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frbm sin ; and he rose again, that we might be* 
lieve him to be the Messiah and Deliverer, in 
whom we may trust. 

HAvmo thus considered the meaning and c<m- 
nection of the two expressions in the text, I shall, 
secondfy^ as I proposed, draw some condusions^ 
from the whole. 

Now these two diflferent events, the dea^ and 
the resurrection of Christ, give us two veiy dif- 
ferent views of human nature. 

In the first place, the death of Christ gives us 
a melancholy view of the condition to which 
mankind are naturally reduced. We have to 
bewail not only our own sins, but the sinfulness 
of our nature, through which we cannot avoid 
sinning. Without a thorough sense of each mis- 
chief, we cannot have a just idea of the cause of 
Christ's death : for be died, both to procure us 
. pardon for our sins, and also to restore human 
nature to a state of favour with God. We feel 
within ourselves that in ns dweUeikrio good Mngi 
and when we find this is the complaint of all 
good men, even of prophets and apostles, we see 
too strongly that the whok world Ueik in mcked- 
ne9s. Indeied, what Jess than this great perver- 
sion 
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sion of nature could call for such a wonderful 
remedy, as the Son of God's assutning.a huo^an 
form, and suffering death for the sins of man-> 
kind ? The vastness of this event often turns 
those into deists who will not be at the pftins to 
examine the evidences of it. They who are at 
that pains sincerely bewail the sins of mankind, 
in which their own are included, and conceive 
the enormity of the guilt by the greatness of the 
sacrifice. 

But, among all the sins of mankind, what can 
-we say for such vices as pride, haughtiness, and 
insolence to those whom, for some little acci- 
'dental distinction of fortune, we call beneath us? 
Has man, with all his sins about him» any title to 
be proud ? Every vice sits ill upon him ; but no 
vice worse than pridct It is a broad-faced lie to 
nature. It is not a human vice ; it is an infernal 
one. Such are the humiliating thoughts which 
the death of Christ inspires. 

Again, when we contemplate his resurrection, 
we consider ourselves in a new light ; we consi- 
der our nature exalted through him; we consider 
ourselves as hem of God, and Joint heirs mth 
Christy This op^ns a prospect which raises us 

as 
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i^ much as the other depresses us. To see our- 
selves so fyv still in favour witii our Almighty 
Creator, as to be raised from dust and ashes^ 
from sin and guilt, and carried, by our great Re* 
deemer^ in triumph, over death and the grave, 
into mansions of eternal happiness, is a thought 
which should give us, not indeed c(Misequenoe in 
ouroMm. opinion, but that holy joy, and faith, 
and hopcj T^hich are the sources of true religion* 
No worldly vanities arise from these ideas of ex^ 
altation: no pride; no overbearing thoughts; 
but all is humble, and modest, and cheerful. 
The immortal soul cannot here be set on any 
thing that will corrupt it ; and every degree of 
ambition, if I may so call it, is a degree also of 
perfection. 

Of these two different views of ourselves, 
which the death of Christ and his resurrection 
give us, let us then make the true use, which the 
Scriptures enjoin. 

Was Christ delivered Jbr our ojffences? Let us 
die daily in imitation of bim, mortifying all our 
corrupt and worldly affections, and burying 
them with him in the grave. 

Did 
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jyidClmstriseagamj^aurjtiSt^aHanf Let 
uSf as much as possible, pursue his steps. If we 
are risen with Christ, as the Apostle speaks, let us 
seek those things which are ahwe,. where Qarist 
Htteih on the right hand qfGod, considering this 
world as our infant state, the next as our inhe* 
ritance ; and making every thing here, as far as 
we can, a mean to lead us to that place, widtker 
our Saioiour Christhas gone before — that gracious 
Saviour, who was delivered Jbr our ojffencts, and 
rose 
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Mark, ii. S7. 

AMD HE 6AID UNTO THBM^ THB SABBATH WM 
MADE FOR MAK. 



In the following discourse, I shall endeavour 
to explain the text, by showing you how the 
Sahbath'was made for man. I shaU examine, jlfrj?^ 
the general design of it ; and point out, secondly $ 
its farticular advantages; concluding with an 
exhortation to those who neglect it 

I^T JJSp^rstp see the general design of the Sab- 
bath. — And here I would remind you» that the 
Sabbath may be called the very first of Qod's ap- 
pointments. Having created the world in six 

days, 
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days, God rested on the seventh day, which, we 
are told, he blessed and hallowed. This shows its 
great importance, and ought to raise our re- 
verence for it ; and as the Sabbath Was appointed 
at the very time when man was created, we may 
be assured, as the text informs us, it was made 
Jbr man. God Almighty, who created man, 
and knew his nature, knew it was right to or- 
igin the Sabbath for his use. Hie Christian^ 
indeed, observes his Sabbath on the first day of 
every week, as the apostles did, in honour of 
Christ's resurrection. But the change of the 
day makes no change in the nature of the insti- 
tution. 

In order, therefore, to show how well the Sab- 
bath is suited to the nature of man, we should con- 
sider it as related both to his bodi/ and his souL 

With regard to the bodtf, it was a kind ap- 
pointment of God, that, on one day in seven, all 
labour should cease ; istnd let the labourer thank 
God for taking this matter into his own hands^ 
and giving him that rest which he otherwiise 
ishould not have had. Hard masters would have 
exatsted all his time ; and yet his payment, which 
keeps pace with the Vjalue of money i;ather than 
ivith time, would have been the Mme« 

But 
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But let him liot suppose, that, becs^use God hath 
appointed the sabbath as a day of rest from bodily 
labour, it is therefore to be an idle holiday. Many, 
in following their wicked pastimes, make it more a 
day of labour than any day in the week. This is 
not only perverting God's design in giving them 
restjrom their iabour, but it is perverting God's 
design in giving them rest for the religiom employ^ 
ment of their minds^ which is a point of still greater 
consequence. God hath therefore taken both 
these points into his own hands ; knowing that 
man had not the authority to enjoin them ; nor 
probably the ifuclination. God not only rested on 
the sabbath day, but he blessed and hallowed it. 

There are some, perhaps, who, from God's ap* 
pointing one day in seven to be ^ept holy, con- 
ceive him to say, This is my dne^ the rest is yours; 
thus making the duties of Sunday atone for a 
worldly week. If the duties of Sunday were 
even well observed by such reasoners, which is 
not at all probable, their vahie would be little. 
A life given to the world, and just garnished with 
religion, cannot have much religion in it. 

Thus the general design of the sabbath was to 
give rest to our bodies, and afford time for the 
religious improvement of our minds. We should 

vox*, n. £ VL(ym 
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now more particular^ consider its adviemlages ; 
but as I have in a good degree treated this sub- 
ject before*, I shall confine myself chiefly at pre- 
sent to the duty of attending the public worship 
of God. 

The sabbath and the church are nearly con- 
nected. Temples and divine rites were in ge- 
neral use, even among heathen nations. Among 
Christians, religious assemblies should be parti- 
cularly defa'ghtful ; in which all ranks, high and 
low, meet together, to pay their united devotion 
to that God, who is the common paffent of all. 
Here, at least, the rich should lay aside all assum* 
ing thoughts. They should here learn what is 
here best taught — the great Christian duty of 
humility. Before that God, who lends an equal 
ear to all, and is no respecter of persons, each 
should esteem his neighbour •as good as himself. 

We go to church for two great enda-^topr^ 
io God, and to get instructian. 

We thank God for his mercies ; we confess our 
sins ; and beg the assistance of his Holy Spirit in 
all our necessities, particularly in guarding us 
against sin. Our hearts, therefore, in all this holy 

* Sec Vol. I. Senn. XVI. 

employmait. 
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employment^ should be awake. When you ask 
a favour of any man in a higher station than your 
own, you are always in earnest. Your heart fol- 
lows your request. — And does^it not strike you 
with confusion to think how little of this ear- 
nestness you shew in your petitions to Almighty 
God? — Impress your minds, therefore, with a 
deep sense ofGod^s greatness, and your aum lit- 
tleness — of God's power^ and your own wants — 
of God's purity^ and your own stT^lness^^ of 
God's mercy, and your own unworthiness. Keep 
your thoughts, as much as possible, from running 
upon your worldly concerns. Worldly thoughts 
win find their way, and mix themselves among 
our church duties, even when we do our best to 
prevent them. But the wanderings of our 
thoughts, if we do our best to prevent them, God 
will forgive. He is the guilty person who stijffirs 

If the hearts of a whole congregation were en- 
gaged in the service of their Creator, with all 
that genuine appearance of unaffected earnest- 
ness which the subject suggests, the effect would 
be wonderful. Nothing could be more trans- 
porJEing. The mbst inanimated would feel the 
flame; and all would utiite in one rapturous 
E 2 chorus 
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chorus of praise. But though such angelic 
warmth is never to be expected in our cold as- 
semblies, yet it may be hoped that some may 
always be sincerely in earnest, and may commu- 
nicate their flame to others. This will always 
give value to public worship* We know how 
easily a sympathetic feeling is caught. 

The next great spiritual advantage that arisen 
from the sabbath, is to obtain instruction. The 
generality of those who spend six days in the 
week in procuring a livelihood for themselves and 
their families, have little leisure to procure in- 
struction, except on the sabbath. Well-disposed 
people will, in the busiest week, find some little 
time for reading the Scriptures, and improving 
themselves : yet still the sabbath affords the best 
means of instruction. You should consider it 
therefore as the harvest of your souls, in which 
you should lay up a provision for their sustenance. 
You should attend to the word of God, which 
you hear read, and explained. You should com<f 
pare your actions with what you hear, and shoul4 
make it the subject of your thoughts. Even at 
your daily labour, while your hands are procur- 
ing a maintenance, your hearts may often be 
engaged in recollecting, what you have, heard at 

church. 
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church. This is providing for your souls and 
bodies at the same time. 

I knew a pious man, who lived ' only on his 
cbdly labour, and yet had gained a great know- 
ledge of religion, by recollecting what he had 
heard at church or read in his Testament, and 
making it the subject of his thoughts at his la- 
bour. Thus,, for instance, if he had read, or 
heard at church, the first chapter of St. Matthew, 
he would frequently employ his thoughts in re- 
collecting the several circumstances of our Sa- 
viour's birthf and the prophecies it fulfilled. Or, 
when he read or heard any of the rules of Scrip- 
tur^^-as, that we should not let the sun goMoxvn 
upon our wrath — that whoremongers and adttU 
terers God will judge — or, that we bx^ forbidden 
above all things to swear — he would lay up these 
rules in his memory, and turn them over in his 
thoughts, while he was at work, as directions 
always at hand. By this method, and attending 
church constantly, he soon found the Bible and 
the church were helps to ealch other. Many little 
difficulties which occurred in reading the Sci^lp- 
ture were at different times explained to him at 
church ; and, what was still more beneficial, his 
'heait was daily more improved. 

£ S I should 
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I should wish you^ therefore, ray brethren, to 
consider, that at the last great day, it will be no 
excuse fdr the neglect of your duty, to say, you 
are ignorant, and uninformed; if God knows 
you h^d it in your power (as all of ycru, no 
doubt, have) to be better informed^ 

Having considered prayer and instntcticnf I 
shall just mention another point, though of less 
consequence ; yet, however, not to be neglected 
— and that is, a decency of behaviour at church. 
-^Coming in late, when it can be helped-^ talk- 
ing, £Uid whispering — sitting during prayers, in- 
stead of kneeling -^or instead of standings if 
kneeling be inc(mvenient|-~are all great inde^ 
cencies. 

Having thus shewn you in what way the sab- 
bath was made for man, and its great spiritual 
advantages, I have only to add my earnest wishes^ 
that we may see it more and more observed. One 
argument for going regularly to church, is, that 
Gpd afiktls us in the church, more than any 
where else, opportunities of calling ourselves to 
lurcpunt J and of bringing such of our sins to re- 
m^mbraisce, as we may not otherwise recollect. 

We have a stoiy on recofd of a very aotorjouii 
- ' sinner. 
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sinner, who despised the sabb&th---the Scripture 
•^and etrery thing serioos. Hearing a bell toll, 
as he rode near a church, he went in, rather with 
a view to find matter of ridicule, than to meet 
isaxy improvement. It happened, however, that 
something which he heard, either from thre 
preacher, or from the scripture, struck him so 
forcibly, and made so lasting an impression, that 
he not otAy reformed his life ; but became after- 
wards one of the most pious and celebrated fa- 
thers of the church. 1 mention this circum- 

stance to give you an instance of the extraordi- 
nary advantages which may sometimes tmexpett^ 
edbf arise from going to church. God afibrds 
us opportunities there ; which, if we neglect, we 
are doubly answerable for the faults, which we 
might have corrected. 

Depend upon it, nothing is the cause of more 
mischief, and wickedness of every kind amongst 
us, than the neglect of the sabbath. Look, when 
you will, ittto^essions-papers, and other accounts 
of bad people, who have suffered for their crimes, 
and you will generally find they began with neg- 
lecting the sabbath. From hence they proceeded 
to higher degrees of wickedness : and though 
young people, ia general, who neglect the sab- 

£ 4 bath 
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bath, may not go such violent lengths as many 
of these unhappy wretches go : yet, having no 
regard for religion — nothing to recall them to a 
sense of duty, they soon learn every kind of 
wickedness. Swearing and drinking are the ' 
common attendants on sabbath-breaking : for if 
the sabbath-breaker is not at church, there is 
another place, where he is commonly to be found. 
Here he shews plainly whose servant he is — not 
the servant of God certainly, 

I have heard many trifling excuses made for 
not attending the church. Some will tell you 
they have not proper clothes to appear in. This 
is, at best, giving up their duty to God, through 
the fear of man. But generally speaking, they 
cannot leave their wicked haunts on a Sunday : 
and this commonly keeps their children and 
themselves in such clothes, as they think it not 
decent to appear in at church. You always see 
most decency in the sober, religious family. 
Even where the family is large, and there is no- 
thing to depend on but daily labour, yet when 
God blesses the father and mother with health, 
and they do their utmost to bring up their chil- 
(Iren in industry, to assist the general stock with 

what 
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what little they can do, we see in such families 
— hard living indeed, yet this hard living so 
blessed by God, that there is always a little still 
left to put the best face on poverty. 

Among the most pleasing sights of a country 
village, is that of a father and mother, followed 
by their family, of different ages, issuing from 
their little dwelling on a Sunday morning, as the 
bell tolls to church. The children, with their 
ruddy, wholesome looks, are all neat and clean ; 
and though many a patch appear on their clothes, 
all is tight and whole. Their behaviour at church 
shews what an impression their parents have 
given them of the holiness of the plape ; and of 
the duties they have to perform. Though unre- 
garded, as they return home, by their richer 
neighbours, they carry badk with them to their 
humble cottage, the blessing of God. — Pious 
parents ! lead on your children from church to 
heaven. You are in the right road. Your hea- 
venly Father sees your hearts, and will never de- 
mand an excuse for yodr dress. 

There are other excuses made for neglecting 
the sabbath. Some allege, they are engaged in 
their master's work, which they cannot leave. 
And, in cases of necessity, this maybe true. But 

I suppose 
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I suppose there are no masters so hard upon their 
servants, as not in general to allow them time to 
go to church.— Too often, it maybe feared, the 
servants are not so early and active at their busi- 
ness, as they might be ; and that themselves make 
the excuse, which they lay on their masters.— 
One thing, indeed, I wish their mastery would 
remedy j and that is, a custom, which I fear pre- 
vails much, of paying labourers on Sunday morn- 
ing. This gives them a pretence for neglecting 
church ; and spending the time in procuring pro- 
vision. I see not why their wages might not be 
paid when they are due, on Saturday night: the 
master has certainly this to answer for. 

But whatever excuses are made, if they who 
make them wish to know whether they are sin- 
cere, let them only ask themselves, whether they 
are not such excuses as they could easily get over 
for the sake of some little pleasure or advantage? 
If any diversion, for instance, were going for- 
ward, which they were eager to see, would any 
of these excuses restrain them from it ? Would 
they not get their business quickly done, that 
nothing might detain them from their pleasure ? 
If So, they plainly shew in what light they con- 
a&er their duty to God. 

Persons 
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Persons of this kind, who think everything an 
excuse for neglecting the worship of God, would 
take it very ill, were they to suppose their bodies, 
after death, were not to be buried in a church- 
yard, and yet, in fact, what has a person of this 
kind to do with the rites of the church, in any 
shape? He never comes into a church, till he is 
brought in as a corpse. What must such a wretch 
feel, if he has any feeling, at his last hour? With 
what face can he cry, as he is lying on his death- 
bed. Lord, have mercy upon me ! — Who is to 
have mercy upon him? That God, whom he 
hath never served. 

* Let me then beseech those among you, who are 
xiaore regular in your attendance on the holy wor- 
ship of God, to continue in your good resolutions ; 
and not fall away after the example of such as 
dwell in the tents of ungodliness. Depend upon it, 
and I cannot repeat it too often, there is nothing 
which tends so much to keep up order, and de- 
cency, and good manners, and religion in a pa- 
rii^h, as a strict observance of the sabbath. Some 
people may go to church without a good motive; 
out of mere decency perhaps : but nobody, I be- 
iieve, neglects it, without a bad motive. A neg- 
lect of the sabbath generally either finds a man 
wicked, or makes him so. 

I was 
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I was reading lately an account of a country, 
in which the Christian faith had once been 
established ; but when the person who wrote the 
account travelled there, all knowledge of Chris- 
tianity was so utterly lost, that when he asked 
such of the inhab\tants as he met, who Christ 
was? — for what purpose he died? — what wa? 
meant by a future state ? — or by the iipmortal- 
ity of the soul? — or by the day of judgment? 
, — or any other easy question — they stared at 
him in stupid ignorance, having never heard of 
any of these things. — In the last page, the 
author tells us, the use of the sabbath was totally 
lost among these people. — If he had told us 
this in the first page, we should have taken all 
the. rest for granted. 

We are not yet, thank God, reduced to so low 
an ebb of depravity ; but how soon we may be, 
if we neglect the sabbath ourselves, and neglect 
to bring up our children and dependants in the 
observance of it, God only knows. We see the 
light of the gospel may be totally lost. — Join 
therefore with me, my brethren, you who are 
better disposed, and endeavour to make the sab- 
bath as religiously observed as it was in ancient 
times* Each of us may have some influence on 
a neighbour — a kinsman — a servant —if not by 

. precepts 
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precept, at least by his example. But above all, 
let the heads of parishes take care to set a good 
example to those beneath them. If they even 
think the sabbath of no use to themselves, as 
many of these fashioned gentry may think, yet 
still, as it is of the highest importance to their 
poor neighbours, it is a cruel thing to make 
them believe, (as far as the example of a superior 
goes, which is generally too far), that the sab- 
bath is of no use at all. — We hope, however, 
that all are not such. Great pains have been 
taken by many well-meaning people, to infuse 
religion amongst us ; and we may hope, that the 
strict observance of the sabbath, among other 
things, may, by their pious endeavours, be estab- 
lished; and with it, good order and religion. 
For that happy time, let us all devoutly pray to 
God, the author of good order and good works ; 
to \^hom be honour, praise, and glory, from all 
his creatures ! Amen. 
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Luke, xxii. 19* 

THIS DO IN REMBMBRANCB OF HE. 



From these words, I shall jfEril give you a 
short account of the insti^tion and design citht 
Lord's Supper ; and secandbf endeavour to clear 
it of such difficulties, as may be apt to raise 
fccrui^es among you. 

You have the account of its institution in three 
of the Evangelists. In St. John's gospel it is not 
mentioned. St. John wrote long after the other 
Evangelists; and only alludes to the institution 
of the Lord's Supper, which had been long estab- 
lished ; «md was sufficiently understood in his 

*1 days. 
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days. He rather dwells on those divine dis- 
courses which our Saviour made about the time 
of ite celebration. The other Evangelists record 
the several circumstances of the institution itself. 
The sum of their united accounts^ which vary 
scarce in any particular, is this : 

Just before our Saviour suffered, as he was eat- 
ing the passover with his disciples, he took bread, 
and breaking it, distributed it among them, cor* 
dering them, (and in them, all Christians) to eat 
it in a religious remembrance of his death. He 
then poured wine into a cup, and presenting it 
likewise to each of them, ordered them to drink 
it in the same religious manner, in remembrance 
of his blood, that was about to be shed for the 
sins of mankind. 

This is the plain account we have of the mstU 
tuHon of the Lord's Supper : and comparing it 
with what is said on the subject in other, parts of 
scripture, we are easily led to the real design of it< 

As baptism is an introduction to the Gbristian 
religion, by which we are consecrated as it wertt 
to God— promising, on our part8» to obey the 
gospel; and receiving, on God's part, if we do 
obey it, the promise of everlasting life, through 
the merits of Christ-^ so the great design of the 

Lord's 
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Lord's Supper is to preserve the remembrance of 
Christ's death, and to shew^ that we still continue 
the faithful disciples of that blessed Saviour, who 
laid down his life for our sins. We receive the 
rite of baptism therefore only once, as we are 
only once made members of the Christian church: 
but we receive the Lord's supper frequently, as 
we ought frequently to commemorate the bles- 
sings of redemption. 

Thus then the sacraments are a sort of seal set 
by God, to confirm the promises of the gospel — 
or, in the words of our church catechism, they 
are means "whereby "we receive the same; and pledges 
to assure us thereof — means oS accepting on our 
part, and pledges oi giving on God's. 

But now, besides this end, the sacraments are 
so happily contrived, as to refer to the great truths 
of the gospel, which are, in fact, the very foun-. 
dations of our religion. Baptism refers to the 
purifying of our nature after the fall of our first 
parents; which is expressed in the gospel by 
putting off the old man — by the renewing of our 
spirit — by washing offthejilth qfthejksh : and a 
variety of other phrases equally significant: of 
all which, our being washed or sprinkled with, 
water in our baptism, is an outward sign. 

The 
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The Lord's Supper, closely connected with 
baptism, relates to the great atonement of the 
death of Christ; through which our sins are for- 
given : and we are ordered to observe this cere- 
mony, to show the Lord^s death till he come. The 
toming here meant is Christ's second coming. 
The passover, and other Jewish sacrifices, were to 
jsihovf the Lord's death, tiUhe came into the world 
,— -the holy sacrament, which was instituted in 
the room of the Jewish passover, was intended to 
show the Lord's deaths till he should come Jo 
judgment. 

Now this is^a short account of the institution 
and design of the Lord's Supper j than which no- 
thing can be easier or less mysterious. While it 
holds up to our remembrance the great atone- 
ment for sin by the blood of Christ, it calls upon 
U8 to renew those engagements against sin, which 
we so solemnly made at our baptism. 

The sacrament of baptism indeed still retains 
its ancient simplicity — at least it is free from 
-^ny superstitious opinions. But the sacrament 
of the Lord's Supper hath still an air of mystery 
^ about it ; derived no doubt in part from the doc- 
triiie of transubstantiatlon in. popish times. . The 
popish priest indeed made the mysteriousness of 
; ^ WOL. II. F it 
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it *ngwQr the benefidal end of giving the Jippear- 
ance of peculij^r holiness to the clergy, ix> wboiii 
i^lone the cup was aUpwed* 

We Protectants krtow no reason for giving any 
peculiar air of mystery to the Lord's Supper; 
yet from whatever Cause it arises, certain it ja, 
that a superstitious awe, with regard to this holy 
rite, still prevalb ^mioing many waH^meaning 
people. I shall, therefore, as I proposed|^^£x>7i^%, 
endeavour to clear it of such difficulties^ as may 
he apt to raise scruples among you. 

Some people indeed may have a sort of ima- 
ginary fear about them, as if the sacrament were 
something too sacred to be apprcmched. This too 
oipigi^ates from the old pqpisH doctrine of tran- 
subatantiation. But as they cap give no re^sm ^or 
thiR^or, it is wrong to let su€h^j«r#.^wi!pw^r 
their reason. 

With regard to ob|ectiQPS. better fowded*» the 
chiaf of them arise8,frQm.an e^resaion <rfStt Pa^l 
to the Corii^tbianSi, He Ikateate^ md drM^thtm- 
imrtMfyy e^kth and drmketh dammtim to hrnm^J' 

In this verse two thmga a]:e apt ta staortle a 
scrupulous G<m8eience — mting axd drinking m- 

* I Corinthians, xi. 29^ 

WOrtitHy ; 
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worthUy ; and eating and drinking our otm 
damnation. 

With regard to eating and drinking unworthily^ 
we must remember, when this epistle to the 
Corinthians was written, a custom prevailed 
among Christians, of having ^o^ts qf charity as 
they were called at the time of celebrating the 
Lord's Suppen To these feasts every one, rich 
and poor, brought their contributions $ out of 
which they furnished one common meal. But 
what was thus intended as a matter of charity, 
becattie afterwards matter of indecency. The 
rich took their own provisions, and put the poor 
to shame for their beggarly contributions ; thus 
behaving at the Lord's table with more irreve- 
rence, than is usual at a common meal. 'This St. 
Paul calls, not discerning the Lord^s^ body. 

But this was not alL They were intemperate 
in these feasts. They eat and drank to ex- 
cess. One was drunken, we read, while another 
was hungry. Now thi9 was so great a profana- 
tion^ that we need not wonder it drew God's dis* 
pleasure upon them. To make the holy sacra- 
mdnt an instrument of debauchery was surely a 
crime of a very deep dye. 

Now this crimci as I observed, was never heard 
f2 of 
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of but amang the Christians of thatage :- for these 
love-feasts were soon after entirely laid aside, as 
,the means of evil'j and the sacrament of the 
Lord'^ Supper, which was then administered in 
private houses, was afterwards administered only, 
as it is how, in churches j where such irregulari- 
ties cannot be practised. So that you see, What- 
ever faults exist among the Christians of this 
age, this kind of eaHng and drinking unxmrtfuly 
cannot be laid to their charge. The worsif of 
men, if they receiveihe sacrament at all, dannpt 
be guilty of that fault, with which the Corin- 
thians are here charged. They -have /not the 
opportunity of eaHng and drinking unworthily ^ 
which.the Corinthians had. 
. .But yoa will say, though I cannot be uaworthy 
in the same way as the Corinthians were: yet in 
sdme other way I may be equally unworthy. No 
doubt yoii may.-r-But you see you. are fiow giving 
the apostle's argument a new turn. He says 
Rotiiing about your being worthy or unworthy to 
to receiv&the sacrament, but speaks only of your 
receiving it worthily or unworMly. There is a 
great diflfewpce betweeii ;a man's being> uimorthy 
to receive a thing j andJiis receiving that thing 
unwoftWyA: :I!pf jn^tance, if a person use you ill, 
9 he 
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he has ceataioly rendered hitnsel£ unworthi/ to re- 
ceive any farther favour from you. But if, not- 
withstanding his ill-usage, t you confer a favour 
upon him, though he is unworthi/ oi^hat favour, 
yet if he behave with gratitude to you afterwards, 
he certainly receives youi; favour worthily. Now 
this is just the case when we receive the sacra- 
ment. We uciay be very urvworthy to receive it 
(as all men^are urvworthy of that, and every other 
favour from God) yet, at the same time, we may 
receive it "worthily — that is, in the holy manner 
in .which we are directed^ 

In fact, when we consider the matter truly, our 
beifig.unworthy is the vei^y cause of the institution 
of lie sacrament. If we, had been . worthy^ we 
shoidd have wanted neither this nor any other 
means of being religious, so that our ;very ww- 
tt7or/^{'ne^^ ^unless it be an unworthiness, in which 
we, are resolved to continue), instead of keeping 
us.from the .sacrament, is the very reason that 
should carry us to it. 

I hope I have said enough to convince you» 
there is nothifig tofri^tenyou in the expres- 
sion of eating anddrinking unworthily : let us next 
cofi3ider the meaning qfeating and drinking dam- 
nation to ourselves^ . . 

F S ' This, 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



70 SERMON XXXL 

This, you wilt say, is a very severe sentence* 
And indeed, if every person who received the 
nacrament tirmor^ljff should incur it, I should be 
among the first to advise you to be very careful 
how you received the sacrament at all.-— But 
trust me, my brethren, this is not the sentaice 
of God ; nor the meaning of tlie expression. 

The New Testament, you know, was written 
originally in the Greek language ; from which 
the Testament, which we read, is a translation. 
And though it is in general allowed by learned 
men to be a very good one ; yet still some words 
are translated wrong j among which ia the word 
damnation in this place; which signifie3 in die 
ou^ubX oviyjtidgment ; or puniskment in general. 
God will be angry with you, or punish you, for 
receiving the sacrament umworihibf^ as he will ibr 
every other wickedness ; but that does not imply 
that you shall certainly be damned for it. And 
it is very plain that the word ought to bear this 
sense, because the Apostle, in the 33d verse of this 
very chapter, uses the same wordin asensein which 
it cannot possibly mean damnation^ because it is 
set in opposition to it. When we arejtidgedf says 
he, we are chastened qfthe Lord that we may not be 
condemned with the world. Now the same word^ 

which 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



SERMON XXXL. 71 

iflfhich in one place is traaaiBtedjtidgtd, h in the 
other place translated damned. From this we 
.TDMcy Gdrly conclude, that it has no rdation to 
dtmmation in either passage. 

Am^her scruple with some^ arises from their 
imagining the commission of sin to be worse after 
receiving the sacrament, than before ; and there- 
fore they hold it safest entirely to abstain. 

No doubt, the more^and the stronger reso-^ 
lutions you make against sin, and still relapse into 
it, your sins have the more guilt : but the sacira- 
ment^ in this case, I apprehend^ has no other ef- 
fect^ than any other strong resolution against sia 
would bavew For the same reason therefore you 
slioiild never make amf resdution gainst sin. 
What! mayCbristians^ think you, sin with greater 
freedom, and take greater liberties in wickedness, 
by abstaining from the sacrament ? For that will 
follow of course. Is stn of a less heinous nature, 
if the sacrament be not received ? By no m^ms. 
The sacrament binds you only to what, as Chris- 
tians, you were bound before. It does not en- 
gage you in new duties ; but in the performance 
cS those to which you are already engaged. 

But some will still say, we are told the devil 

entered into Judas, after the sop; which ^op they 

F 4 conclude 
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conclude to be the sacramental bread. But this? 
18 founded in a mistake. The ^op. dipped in bit- 
ter herbs, was a part of the Jewish passover, not 
of the Christian sacrament. How it got intatmet 
of the ea^hortations in the communion service, 
that the devil entered into Judas after the sacra^ 
ment, I know not: but it seems plainly founded: 
in a mistake; and that exhortation, I believe, is 
not often read. ' 

Thus, I have given youa.short account of the 
institution and design of the sacrament of the 
Lord'a Supper — that it was meapt tobe.a stand-: 
ing memorial of the. death: of our Saviour, and- 
of the benefits of his blessed atonement. I have : 
endeavoured also to remove such scruples, ^ as 
seem chiefly to have arisen from our misunder-* 
standing certain passages of Scripture. 

Let us not then, my brethren, lay burdens on ^ 
ourselves in this matter, which were never intend- 
ed, and create scruples, whichhave no foundation. 
Some people think, they are not worthy to com-' 
municate, unless they have gone through a week's 
preparationfor the sacrament, I kndwnot whether 
a book, so entitled, may not have been of some 
disservice. If it incline people to believe that a 

week's 
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week's preparation gives them liberty to relax, 
when the week is over, it leads into a great mis- . 
take. The idea we should carry about us, is^ 
that we should atways be prepared for the sacra- 
ment. A life's preparation is the best ; hut surely 
no man need abstain from the sacrament (how- 
ever great a sinner he may have been) who, in 
the instructive words of our church catechism, 
repents truly of his former sins — purposes sted- 
fasthf to lead a new life — has a lively faith in 
God's mercy through Christ, with a thankful re- 
memhrance of his death; and is in charity xvith all 
men. 

Let us then, my brethren, lay aside all unne- 
cessary scruples about this matter ^ and meet at 
the Lord's table, to which we shall soon be in- 
vited. Constantly however let me remind you, 
that the external parts of religion are the least 
parts of it They are nothing without the reli- 
gion of the heart. Unless you live like Chris- 
tians, your attending the sacrament, if it do you 
no harm, will certainly do you no good. It is 
only the means 6f making you religious; and if 
it do not produce that end, it is of no use. 

Let it be your great care therefore to live like 
Christians. Do this ; and then draw near with 

faith; 
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foi^L; and take the holy sacrament to your com- 
farL Good lives will make this duty an accepts 
able service to God : and if it be religiously per- 
formed, it will be the means, through his blessing, 
of making your lives still better. 
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Mark, ii. 18. 

JESUS SAID UNTO THEM, CAN THE CHILDREN OF 
THE BRIDE-CHAMBER FAST, WHILE THE BRIDE- 
GROOM IS WITH THEM? BUT THE DAYS WILL 
COME, WHEN THE BRIDEGROOM SHALL BE TAKEN, 
FROM THEM ; AND THEN SHALL THEY FAST IN 
THOSE DATS. 



As the church hath set apart this season as a 
time of particular observance, I shall, in the fol- 
lowing discourse, give you, Jvrst^ some account 
of the institution of Lent ; and shall, secondly^ 
explain the nature of Christian self-denial. 

. With r^ard to the institution of Lent, it ap- 
piear& fr0m the early accounts of the Christian 
phurcb, to have taken its rise from the words I 
h^ve just read to you; Our Saviour having tcM 

the 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



76 SERMON XXXII. 

the Jews, that when the bridegroom should be 
taken from his disciples, they should then fast, 
many of the ancient Christians observed a solemn 
fast from the day of the crucifixion, till the 
morning of the rtsurrection. This was inter- 
preting, as it should seem, in too literal a sense, 
our Saviour's words, which cannot well be un^ 
derstood to mean the appointment of any regular 
fast; but only that his dispiples, as well as those 
of John, and of the Pharisees, should have their 
time of sufFering— that yet the bridegroom.was 
with them — but after he had left them, and.tbey 
were better grounded in their profession, they 
must expect a severer time of trial. These words 
however, explained too literally, seem to have 
given the first occasion to the institution of Lent, 
which some assert was thus observed by , the 
apostles {themselves ; but of this there is no suf- 
ficient proof from antiquity, and not the least 
mention. made in Scijipture. 

How long Lent, continued thus a fast only, of 
three days does not appear. In an age or two 
however at most, the original institution was al- 
tered: but under different regulations.^ Some 
churches extended their Lent to. three tweeks; 
some to four } and .others to seven ; till :at length 

' hy 
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hy a general order the duration of Lent was fixed 
at thirty-six days ; because that period was cal- 
culated to be a tenth part of the year ; which, 
ia allusion probably to the tithes under the law, 
^as dedicated in a particular manner to God. 
And for this alteration of the original institution 
from three days to thirty-six, it was said, that in 
the purer ages of Christianity these set periods 
of self-denial were unnecessary: bbt in the cor- 
ruption of succeeding times, it was proper to call 
men to the observance of solemn fasts, to put 
them in mind, at least once a year, of their ne- 
glected duty. 

The design might be good : but the church of 
Rome growing more and more corrupt. Lent, 
among other things, became at length a pretence 
to enrich its priests : aiid great gains were made 
by granting indulgencies to eat flesh in Lent, 
for this reason, or that reason, or any reason, 
that could properly be paid for. 
. AsXent became thus a gainful trade, it was 
thought right to give it a scriptural appearance. 
To this end, the Romish church added four 
days to the old thirty-six, that by thus conform- 
ing it to the forty days fast of Moses, Elijah, 
and Christ, it might draw the reverence of the 

people. 
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people, by receividg the colour of a divine in^ 
stitution. • 

When the protestant churchel^ separated from 
the church of Rome, they put an ehth*e i^nd to 
the scandalous trade of indulgencies^ JBut as t6 
the appointment itself, ithath indeed been allowed 
on the principles of its first institution : but as 
there is nothing like any precept about it in 
Scripture (for the fasting of Christ was miracm 
louSy and therefore not imitable), H hath never 
been rigorously imposed ; but every one is left 
in the observance of it, to hiai own discretion. 

Haviko thus, to prevent all prejudices and 
superstition about Lent, shown you the original 
of the institution i I shall now, with a view to 
show you what can only be a rational observance 
of it^ endeavour to explain the nature of Cbns« 
tian self-denial. 

Self-denial is among the leading doctrine^ 
of Christianity. In it cotisJsts dmost the whole 
discfpiine of a state of trial. Tf any man tmll 
come after pie, says our Saviour, let km demj Mm- 
self, and take up his cross, and follow me. Self- 

* See Bingham's Antiquities for the chief part of this 
account of Lent. 

denial 
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denial does not indeed teach us what we should 
do : its great use is to restrain us from what we 
diotsid not do: which is indeed the grand point. 
If we cease to do evilf, it will naturally follow^ 
that we shall leaam to da welL 

He who acts under this princ^e strenuously 
denies himself^ in the first place, all those plea« 
sures which arise, in any shape, from vice^ Va« 
nous pleasures there are of this description. The 
wodd ,ia a wide field ; and in every part of it 
they alMMind. 

But seU^desial not only checks sin ; H diechs 
iifiprudeoce also, whidi is often nearly allied to 
sin. Whent a man^ for instance, allows hiBoself 
m ezpencea beyond his circumstances, be may 
caEhisbehavioat iffipriiefen/ if he please { but it 
may more properly be calkd immoral^ He in« 
jures his family — he imposes on those wko trust 
bim~-he cootracta meanness of behaviour*^ and 
indisposes hi& mind tG^ religions sentimeirtft. 

But even if his circiunstancQS bear him out in 
whiat he sj^ndst it is his duty to dety himself 
maiiy things^ that be may have it in his power to 
assist otbess* The ajbtidgemrent of our own ivh ^ 
dulgencies a the grand source of generosity and 
charity. These vkrtuetK» famdei om sef/^denkd^ 

have 
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have a religious cast, which the mere overflow- 
ing of a full purse cannot give them. 

iSelf-denial also corrects avarice, as. well as' ex- 
pence. If a roan take a pleasure in hoarding his 
money, he is extravagant only under a different 
name. One man spends his money abroad ; an- 
other spends it in his chests Neither does any 
good with it. 

' In fine, he who wishes to regulate his life by 
this grand principle, denies himself in amusements 
— in idling little portions of time^— in mixing 
with trifling company — and in a variety of other 
things, which may appear to him innocent in 
themselves, or at least not very faulty ; yet are 
biameable, as they interfere with the great ends 
of business and duty, : and as they lead to haints 
which are certainly pernicious. He shows plainly 
he has no power over himself. 

You see then, how large a range self-denial 
includes. It does not consist only in fasting. 
Fastinghathits advantage, andisoften in Scripture 
prescribed ; and is particularly useful in giving 
us a command over a brutal appetite : and in 
preparing the mind for humiliation,^ and prayer. 
But without its use it is nothing; The proud Pha- 
risee could pre^mptuously plead, before God his 

fasting 
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JasHng tvuke in the week^ though his heart was no 
way improved by it. The popish fast, in which 
Lent is said to be rigidly kept, is often a mere 
farce. The papist abstains from flesh ; but he 
can make his meal as luxurious, and perhaps 
more palatable without it. 

As self-denial does not consist in fasting, so 
neither does it consist in needless severities. The 
ignorance and superstition of men have, in all 
ages, believed there was a kind of merit in mere 
suffering. Thus the priests of Baal gashed them^ 
selves with knives and lancets, till the bhod gushed 
out. And thus, in the dark ages of popery, poor 
deluded Christians were tau^t to believe there 
was something pleasing to God in their ridicu^ 
lous penances, and unmeaning severities, though 
they did not promote a single virtue. 

Again, self-denial is not the rule for the rich 
only ; it is equally suited to all stations of life. 
Whenever we find any inclination too strong, 
we should immediately begin to mortify and 
check it ; well knowing, that here the world is 
getting hold of us — that this is the dangerous 
part — that here the force of the disease lies. A 
little recreation, for instance, is now and then 
allowable; but if you find your love for recrea- 

VOL. n. G tion 
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tion leads you to neglect your business, or n^- 
lect the sabbath, or to follow unlawful pleasures, 
it is time to check it. It is commendable to pro* 
vide prudently for your families; but if you 
find, as your goods increase, that you feel a love 
for money growing upon you, it is time for self- 
denial. Thus, too, in a variety of nameless little 
indulgencies, which every condition of life, in 
some shape, allows, we should always deny our- 
selves, when the inclination leads us too far. 
And, in all these cases, if we are not deficient to 
ourselves, our reason and conscience will direct 
us right. 

* The last thing I shall observe with regard to 
every kjind of Christian self-denial, is» that it is 
nowhere in Scripture enjoined as the business of 
one particular season only; but rather as the bu- 
siness of our whole lives. If there was a time 
when the temptations of the world were lesa 
dangerous, then it would be right to be more 
severe at that time; but as we are always in 
equal danger from the world, we ought, of coujnse, 
to be always on our guard. From what hath 
been said of the institution of Lent, it appeared, 
that in the early ages, no such time was observed. 
The whole life (^a Christian was then one con- 
tinued 
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Unued Lent — one continued course of propei: 
self-denial. And this is certainly the right 
practice. We have no ground in Scripture that 
I recollect, for zxxy periodical times of self-denial. 
In examining the nature of self-denial, we find 
nothing but what should equally at all times be 
observed. Our Saviour not only says. Let a man 
take up his crosSj and follow me; but, Let him 
take up his cross, daily, and follow me.* We 
greatly deceive ourselves, therefore, if we ima- 
gine, that God requires greater strictness of life 
at one time than at another^ much less that, on 
the $core of a little mortification at one season of 
the year, we may spend the rest of it more laxly^ 
It is not because it is Lent^ because there is any 
thing particular in that time, that we are enjoined 
to mortify; but because we are in the world^ 
and in danger from it : and these reasons subsist 
through every part of life. So that, unless we 
have the same strict eye over our whole conduct, 
a mortified Lent will be of little service to us* 
Thus, then, instead of cenfining Lent to forty 
days, let us still enlarge the term, and keep it all 
the days of our lives^ Whatever is good in Lent^ 

G 2 will 
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will be equally good throutgh every piart of the 
year. 

From what hath been said, let us draw this 
great conclusion, that unless we sanctify our re- 
ligious severities, by making them the means of 
a good life, they are of po sort of use to our- 
selvies ; nor have any tendency to procure us the 
favour of God. With an earnest exhortation to 
this purpose, I shall conclude ; and that what I 
say may have the more weight, I shall not use my 
own words ; but shall take at large some passages 
from the writings of a person very eminent for 
his holy life, in the early times of Christianity. 
This devout person— one of the fathers of the 
church— in some of his Lent sermons, thus in- 
structs his hearers : 

** What advantage is it,** saith he, *' to keep 
a fast, without mending thy life ? If one say 
* to thee, I have fasted the whole Lent: Be 

< thou able to say, I had an enemy ; I am now 

< reconciled to him. I had a custom of reviling ; 

< I have now lefl it off. I have been a common 
« swearer ; now I abhor the practice. For it is 

< of no advantage to fast, if thy fasting produce 

< not such fruits as these. Bodily infirmity 

< may excuse thee from fasting. Thy health, 

" possibly* 
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^ possibly, may not bear it. Fear not. God is 
^< not displeased. But why art thou not recon- 
<< ciled to thy enemies ? Canst thou pretend 
« bodily infirmity here? Why art thou emious ? 
" Why art thou malicious? Why art thou in- 
^* temperate? and canst thou think, that fasting 
<^ alQne can atone for a bad life ? If the envious 
<< man doth not beomie friendly-hearted ; the 
^^ angry man, meek ; the covetous man, mode- 
'< rate ; the vain-glorious man, humble; the ih- 
*^ temperate man, chaste and sober } though their 
^ whole lives were one continued fast, yet 
^' still would they be unjustified before God. 
<< God requires not mortification for its own sake. 
" Could we be good without mortification, mor- 
** tification were needless. But because human 
*^ nature is negligent and prone to pleasure, 
** its bad inclinations must be corrected. Christ 
** is not so strict about fasting, as about a holy 
^* life. He does not say. Learn of me, for I fasted 
" forty days and forty nights : but Learn of me, 
''for I am meek and lowly in heart. These 
** things,'' says the holy father, " I say, not to 
*' depreciate fasting, nor any other kind of use- 
** ful severity; only I am sorry to see men lay 
'' the stress upon what is least necessary ; while 
G 3 •♦ mercy^ 
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<< mercy^ charity, piety^ and temperaiice, are 
<< neglected. Let us then/' he concludes, *^ set 
** a guard upon our ears, our eyes, and our 
<^ minds; add fully persuade ourselves, that the 
<^ best fast is abstinence from vice.*' 

Thus far the words of this ^ous man ; so full 
to the purpose, so reasonable, and truly chris- 
tian, that I shall add nothing, but an earnest 
recommendation of ^em to your serious atten- 
tion. 
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jAMfiS, i. IS. 

BLESSED IS THE MAN THAT ENDURETH TEMPTA- 
TION ; FOR WHEN HE IS TRIED, HE SHALL 
RECEIVE THE CROWN OF LIFE, WHICH THE 
LORD HATH PROMISED TO THEM THAT LOVE 
Hllf. 



We have in this passage an intimation of that 
grand order of Providence in the government of 
the world, which we acknowledge under the 
name of a state (^ trial. 

In considering the subject, £ shall ^r^f point 
out a lew (^ the chief passages of scripture which 
relate to this state; and secondly, make some 
observations which it suggests. 

By a state qftriaU we mean that kind of disci- 
pline which God hath appointed to prove and 

G 4 perfect 
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perfect the virtue of his rational creat^res• It- 
CiHisists in such temptations, as arise from pros- 
perity — from adversity — from riches — from 
poverty -— from power — from obscurity, and all 
the various circumstances of human life. Or, in 
other words, this world is a school, in which God 
leads us forward to a superior station, by setting 
difficulties hefore us, which we are to conquer. 
Indeed this is the only way In which we can ob- 
tain religious conduct. The world is a warfare. 
How IS military glory acquired? Only 1>y con* 
quering opposition. The very existence of virtue, 
in the same way, depends on the opposition it 
meets. Who would not be honest, if he had no 
temptation to be a knave ? Who would not be 
sober, if be had no temptation to drunkenness ? 
It is. vanquishing temptation, that forms the vir- 
tuous action. To this end we are every where 
beset with temptations : and we must either con- 
quer them, or they us; that is^ when we have 
temptations to oppose, we must either be virtu* 
ous by opposition, or vicious by giving way. 

Now, though an express declaratianf that man- 
kind are in a state of trial, is no where found, 
either in the Old or New Testament j yet in the 
history and precepts of both, it is |dainiy the 
leading idea. 

Oiir 
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Our first parents, though favoured beyond any 
of their posterity, were yet placed in a state of 
tiial. This state, it is true, was a very easy one, 
compared with ours. As they were the only in- 
habitants of the world, the temptations arising 
from gain, power, or pleasure, could afford them 
little ground of trial ; and yet that they should 
be placed in some trial was God's intention. 
Nothing can be conceived more suited to their 
peculiar circumstances, than the simple trial in 
which they "were placed : and, however slight the 
eating of a forbidden tree may appear to us, it 
was an act surely of great disobedience in them ; 
and must certainly be considered as containing a 
high degree of guilt They were placed in a state 
of happiness — they had an upright nature given 
them — the trial was slight — the penalty clear 
— and under all these circumstances, the punish- 
ment was proportionally great. Their trial, no 
doubt, was continued after their fall ; and was 
then, of course, a more difficult one y as the in* 
creasing world afforded a variety of more temp- 
tations to transgress. 

One of the next great instances of trial, in the 

Bible history, was in the case of Abraham, when 

God ordered him to depart from his own countiy 

into a foreign land. His trial again was very 

•1 severe^ 
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severe, when he was ordered to oflfer up hi» son 
Isaac on the altar. 

The passage of the Israelites through the wil- 
derness was a long scene of trial, in which Moseft 
himself failed. 

When they took possession of the promised 
land, we have a very remarkable instance of 
God^s placing them in a pecuUarstaAe of trisd. A 
remnant of the idolatrous nations was left behind, 
as Joshua tells the people, to be snares and traps 
unto them^^and scourges in their sides^ and thorns 
in their eyes. In other words, they were among 
the chief means of that state of trial, in which 
the Israelites were placed. . 

In after times, when the Jewish government 
was settled, and a succession of prophets arose, 
what were all their denunciations, but so many 
warnings, to remind the people of the state of 
trial in which they lived ; and of the penalties 
they incurred if they transgressed? — I just 
touch on some of the most striking passages of 
the Bible history ; but we might multiply in- 
stances into great length. 

From the Old Testament, if we turn to the 
New, we shall find no direct intimation of ourbeing 
placed in a state of trial ; but we meet with a 
multitude of passages, (the t6xt I have chosen is 

one 
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one of the strongest,) which can be explained in 
no c^ier sense. We are told of the trial qf our 
futh^^oS our being purified like gold in the fire 
'^qfworJang out our <mn salvation mihfear and 
trembling '-^bH which, and a variety of similar 
expressions, point out plainly a state of trial. 
But there is ofie passage in idie New Testament, 
which requires more attenti<M3t — our blessed Sa- 
viour's temptation. The difficulties of this ques- 
tion are not to my present purpose. I shall only 
show the probability of its literal sense, fircnn its 
obvious comiection witii a state of trial. Our 
Saviour was now about to enter on his ministry, 
and to set before his followers the grand contest 
between the temptations of the world, and the 
precepts of the Gospel — that is, he meant to 
give lliem just ideas of the nature of a state of 
trial on Christian principles. To this end he 
stfffbred himself to ^ tempted with all those va- 
rious delusions, with which men are continually 
tempted. Not that any temptation could eflfec- 
tually assault him ; but he seems to have intended 
to give his followers an example how they ought 
to oppose tenqrtation by attendUng to the will of 
Gbdt delivered in the Scriptures. What makes 
the supposition more probable, is, that almost 
througb the whdie^ New Testamept, we shall find 

that 
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that our blessed Saviour gives the excmpk him* 
self of every precept he delivers. I believe it 
would be difficult to find an exception. He re- 
commends humility ; and he washes his disciples' 
feet. He enjoins sitting loose to the world ; and 
he had not "where to lay his head. He><xrdars us to 
love our enemies; and he prays Jor his ami. 
Thus, in his temptation, he gives us the.exam- 
pie ; and in various other passages the precept. 

If from the fiible history we look abroad :into 
the world, we shall see a state of trial poiixted out 
to us, aspartof God's moral government, in every 
stage of life. What is our youth but a state of 
trial ; necessarily undergoing such discipline of 
education, as is proper to fit us for the parts we 
are afterwards to act in life ? If we have sp^t 
our early life unprofitably, we shall certainly 
feel the bad effects of this neglect in our riper 
years. In the same way, every other part of life 
is a preparation for what is to folio w« Our youth 
prepares us for early life ; our early life for man- 
hood ; and manhood for age. 

Thus, from the earli^t intimtatidi^ of thii^s 
to this present time — from Scripture-*- from 
reason — from experience — from every kind of 
evidence — it appears that we are placed in a 
state of trial, in ^ich God intenda we should 

prepare 
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prepare ourselves for a state of future happiness.^ 
Indeed a state of trial is a strong proof of a fu- 
ture state. Unless we consider it as connected 
with another world, it would be difficult to ac-- 
count for tlie various modes of evil which are' 
introduced into it. Deficient, therefore, in' 
itself, it is reasonable to conclude it leads to 
some great whole, of which it is only a part.' 
When, therefore, we consider it as connected 
with eternity, we acknowledge the propriety of 
it, in all circumstances, and consider it as an 
easy progress to a future state ; and as an addi* 
tional proof of its existence. 

I shall now, as I proposed, secondly t make m 
few observations, which arise from our beings 
placed in a state of trial. 

Some people are very offensively inquisitive 
into the reasons of Providence for appointing a 
state of trial at all. God means our happiness 
in the end; why not provide for it at once? 
Why should we have a toilsome pilgrimage to 
pass through, lull of dangers and difficulties, in 
which so many of us are foiled ; when, by a sin- 
gle act of creation, it might have been prevented? 

Such questions have a very irreligious cast. 
I^hall the thing Jbrmed say to him that firmed it^ 

Wh, 
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Why hast thou made, me thus? Are we judges of 
the vast and various schemes of Pfovideuce? 
How know we, but all intelligent bfeings, angels 
as well as men, are in a state of probation ? The 
rewards of eternity are offered to vktue. But 
what is virtue ? how is it to be attained ? God 
means our happiness ; but have we the least rea- 
son to expect heaven, without endeavouring, io 
what w^ can, to make ourselves worthy of it? 
Let us then turn our thoughts from canMling to 
Uianksgmng; and praise our heavenly Father 
for kindly appointing us to that station in the 
universe, which give^ us the oflfer of an etiernity 
^f hap^ness^ on passing through the easy trial of 
a few years in this world. 

Instead, therefore, of employing our thoughts 
on vain speculations, which no way concern us, 
let us consider what really do concern us — >^he 
duties which arise from a state of trial* 

Among the first, it teaches us to be satisfied 
with ouff different stations in Om world. The 
very nature of a state of trial shows usf the n^oefr- 
rity of being satisfied with Qod's appointment of 
it/ There osx^ he no state of trial without a 4i- 
ver^y of st^ona^ They are oecess^ry in pro- 
d'^cing those vif tues^ which qan m^y be obtained 
in such a state. If all wore ricb, or all were poor^ 

where 
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where would be that variety of duties^ which 
arises from the necessity of mutual aid? In short* 
the rich and poor, though they have some duties 
common to bothy have some peculiar to each; 
which all play» as it were, into each other, so as 
to give every one liis proper trial. These are the 
talents of various kinds, which the Scripture 
orders us to improve. God may raise one man, 
and depress another. But he takes his own way 
of doing it, by throwing opportunities in our 
way; or by removing them. If we violently 
take this matter on ourselves, we do all in our 
power to overturn the good order of the world, 
and oppose the moral government of God. 

We may further observe, that we should Qot 
only be satisfied with our situation in a state of 
trial, but should thank God for making it so plea- 
sant to us as he does. He might have made our 
passage through life a very rugged pilgrimage ; 
yet still the end it leads to being so great, it would 
have demanded all our gratitude. But» in gene- 
ral, God has made it so pleasant, that most of us 
would be glad to convert a state of trial intoastate 
of abode. As to the difference in point of hap- 
piness between people in high and low stations, 
they who Ijave tried both, acknowledge, that, all 
things considered, there is none. The only real 

source 
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source of unhappiness, either in high stations or 
in low, iswickednes2$i imprudence, and discontent. 
With innocence, discretion, and contentment, our 
passage through life may be happy in any station; 
without them, it caii be happy in none. 

But we remark farther, that notwithstanding a 
state of trial hath its comforts, it hath also its diffi- 
culties. It is made up of both ; and we should 
set one against the other. When the weather is 
calm, we should prepare to meet a storm ; and 
after a stormy day, we have reason to hope for a 
calm. Our spirits, in short, should neither rise too 
high, nor sink too low; A state of trial is not cal- 
culated for extremes, but for a mean. - Iii this 
way, the religious man passes through it. He ex- 
pects its vicissitudes ; is never elated ; nor ever 
desponds. He knows that, in the grand t>rder of 
Providence, there is not one of its sinister events, 
which is not intended for his good; and under 
this enlivening impression, he bears them with 
religious cheerfulness. Could the child calcu- 
late the effects of his attention or inattention to 
instruction, during the time of his education 
--^could he see, as in a glass, the various cir- 
cumstances of happiness that attend the one, 
in his future life ; and the various circumstances 
of mischief^ which attend the other; even 

the 
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the folly of a child, one should think, would bear 
with satisfaction the little difficulties of education. 
— The religious man does foresee these conse- 
quences; and therefore receives the difficulties 
which attend them with pious resignation. 

Lastly, and most especially, we should consider 
a state of trid as the great scene of our improve- 
ment. 1— Here we should amend our hearts. Am- 
bition, avarice, a love for pleasure, and a variety 
of other wrong propensities, it is our duty to op- 
pose by strenuous self-denial ; which is the great 
corrective of a probationary state. You are 
tempted, for instance, to neglect your business for 
some diversion ; or you are tempted by bad com- 
pany to turn Sunday into an idle holiday : deny 
yourselves these gratifications; you will lose 
nothing by your self-denial, except a pleasure 
which would soon be over ; but you will gain that 
solid satisfaction, which arises from feeling you 
can command yourself, and manfully do your 
duty. When these bad propensities are restrained, 
the way is open for religious sentiments and 
Christian virtues. — In short, a state of trial, by 
purifying out hearts, is the great means of hap- 
piness in a future life. — But the mischief is, we 
rarely t^ke a fair view of a future life. Our views 
. VOL II. H are 
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are chiefly bounded here by the objects at hand. 
We seldom look beyond them to the glorious 
visions at a distance. Give the husbandman lands 
to cultivate j he considers his future crop, and 
improv6s his ground to obtain it. Give the mer- 
chant a stock to trade with ; he contemplates his 
future profit, and considers his present stock only 
as the means of improving his future fund. Our 
blessed Saviour makes the same allusion. The 
prudent trader puts his money into the bank, 
that he may receive his own with usury. What 
riches then may a .state of trial produce! By 
laying out a few years to advantage, we purchase 
an eternity of happiness! 

Let us then reflect on the importance of the 
situation in which we are placed; and comfort 
ourselves in all difiiculties, with the holy advan- 
tages we enjoy. We have a merciful God, who 
sees our struggles through life with an eye of 
, compassion — we have a gracious Redeemer, who 
died to make atonement for all our repented sins 
— we have the promise of the Holy Spirit of 
God, which will always assist us, if we pray sin- 
cerely for it, and sincerely use our own endea- 
vours. Thus, when we are most weak, we are 

most 
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most strong ; and, in the power of God, pass 
armed, as it were, through all our trials. 

Aided then by this divine assistance, let us all 
endeavour to make this world the means (as 
God intends it) of our obtaining a better — and 
when the misfortunes of life — or the infirmities 
of age, come upon us, let us consider them not as 
evils, but as gentle summoners to eternity — 
loosening by degrees our mortal frames, and 
closing in peace our worldly travels. 

Thus passing through our state of trial, let 
each of us draw upon himself the blessedness 
which the text assures us that man shall experi- 
ence, who endureth temptation; Jbr when he is 
triedt ^ ^haU receive the crown qflife, which the 
Lard hqth promised to them that love him. 
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Matthew, xi. 30. 

MY YOKE IS EASY AND MY BURDEN LIGHT. 



Among the objections to Christianity, per- 
haps none have greater weight than' the strict- 
ness of its precepts. None come so near our 
feelings. We can reason sedately about a doc- 
trine : but a precept demands instant compli- 
ance ; and the temptations of the world are so 
strong, that people are often more inclined to 
seek for a pretence to evade, than for a rule to 
follow. 

But now let us consider from whom these 
objections arise : — ^always from bad men. Depend 
upon it, you never heard a good man complain 
of the difficulties of religion. In short, you never 

eard 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



SERMON XXXIV. ^ lor 

beard any Qne complain of the difficulties of 
Christ's yoke, who had in earnest put it on. So 
that such objectors, you see, are unqualified, 
judges. They cannot possibly know, whether 
Christ's yoke is light or heavy. They have never- 
tried it. 

That Christ's yoke, which restrains our passioni^ 
and appetites, should be irksome to men who 
have long run wild in the habits of sin, is mattei^ 
of no surprise. The wonder would be, w:ere il; 
otherwise. . i 

Observe then — all the text means to assert, is, 
that they, who have put on Christ's yoke, and 
have had the resolution to accustom themselves 
to it, will hot only find it easier than the yoke of 
sin, but in itself also easy and pleasant. An4 
this, I hope, will appear from considering, jf?r5/, 
the precepts of the Gospel as reasonable, and 
agreeable to the nature of man j and, second^, 
from showing that we are sufficiently enabled to 
practise them. 

Firsts the precepts of the Gospel are reasonable, 
and agreeable to our naturie. God means the 
happiqess of all his creatures ; and if we tjstke a 
view of the principal parts of our duty — of that 
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hard yoke which Christ lays upon us — it will 
easily appear, that he hath commanded us nothing 
but what is resusonable, and tends to our happiness. 

Now the principal parts of our duty are, Ijliat 
we should love and obey God «- that we should 
be just and charitable to our neighbour—- and 
temperate with regard to ou]^selyes# 

In the first place, with regard to 6od, it is 
true we are, in general, much more inclined to 
love the world j but if we think justly, we must 
think it is much more reasonable, and tending 
more to our happiness, to love God. If indeed 
we do not believe in God, and a future state, it is 
another affitir : we have then nothing to do with 
any precepts of this kind, but only to make the 
most of this life, while we enjoy it ; being per- 
suaded that when iVis over, all is over, — But if 
we really do believe in God, that he made us<— 
that he preserves us — that he gives us everything 
we enjoy *— that he redeemed us -^ that he will 
hereafter call us to account — and will either re- 
ward, or punish us, as we have behaved well or 
ill — if we believe all this, it is certainly more rea- 
sonable to place our affections on this great and 
good Being, than on any thing we meet with in 
this world* The comparison at once shews it. 

Every 
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Every thing in this world perishes; and can 
neither insure our happiness here, nor give us the 
least hopes of it hereafter. God does both. 

Again, with regard to our neighbour, it is 
reasonable surely, that we should be just to him ; 
because every kind of fraud destroys all the bonds 
by which mankind are held together. It is rea* 
sonabk also to be charitable to our neighbour; be- 
cause in every society there must be many people, 
who, from various circumstances and misfor- 
tunes, have not the means of subsistence without 
the aid of others. It may also be our own case. 

Thus, again, the several duties we owe our- 
selves, are reasonable. Temperance is reasonable» 
because it is necessary to keep us in health. In- 
dustry is reasonable, because it is our duty to 
maintain our families. Contentment is reasonable, 
because discontent only makes us unhappy, withr 
out doing us any good : and so of all other vir- 
tues. — Of the reasonableness, therefore, of these 
things, and of their tendency to our happiness, 
there cannot well be any doubt. But the force of 
the objection, I presume, goes farther. Strict 
ju3tice, cotnmon charity, and mere temperance, 
are not sufficient. Christianity enjoins us to do 
to others^ as we WQuld have them do to m ; which 
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is more than strict justice — to love our enemiesff 
which is more than common charity; and to 
mortify our members upon earthy which is more 
than mere temperance. 

We allow all this : but now let us proceed a 
rtep farther ; and see whether these things also 
are tiot reasonable^ and tend to our happiness. 

Suppose some friendly person should make you 
all offer of a large estate, upon the performance 
of certain conditions ; which conditions, at the 
same time, were absolutely necessary to qualify 
you for the enjoyment of this estate — were in 
your own power — and in all respects beneficial 
to you ; would it not, think you, be reasonable to 
perform these conditions^ though they might put 
you to some little inconvenience ? And would 
not every body say, if you did not perform them, 
you were blind to your own interest; and not 
governed by the common rules of reason ? In 
short, is there one among you who would not 
gladly perform such conditions, to obtain aplen-- 
tiful provision, even for the short time he lived 
in this world ? 

Now, if you really believe in God — in the 
Christian religion — in the redemption purchased 
for us by Christ — and in a future state of rewards 
and punishments, this^s precisely the case. The 

Christian 
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Christian religion has opened to you the know- 
ledge of a new world — a state of happiness be- 
yond what the heart of man can conceive ; and 
God hath promised you, through Christ, an in- 
heritance in this happy state, if you will qualify 
yourselves properly for it. 

But there are certain conditions, in this case as 
in the other, to be performed. This future world, 
we are assured, is a place of infinite purity; and 
to prepare ourselves for it, it is necessary we 
should sit loose to the pleasures of this present 
world, and form ourselves, as the Apostle speaks, 
after tkepattem ofhea/venlytMngs^^th^X we should 
copy after those perfections, and endeavour after 
that spirit, which was in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
For he came into the world to show us the way 
to heaven ; and to teach us that kind of temper, 
which mUst qualify us for it. Hence, therefmre, 
something more than strict justice and common 
charity are required of us. We must hve our 
enemies — we must do good to them that hatetsSy 
and bkss them that despitefiiUy use us^andperse^ 
cute us* 

Thus you see, that common virtues would do 
very well, if we were intended only to live in this 
world : but as we are intended hereafter to live 

in 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



106 SERMON XXXIV. 

in the kingdom of heaven ; and as more purified 
affections are necessary to our living there, it is 
surely reasonable that we should obey those laws^ 
which teach us how we are to get there, and how 
we are to live there. 

Have I made this matter quite plain and easy 
to you ? — that when Christ opened the kingdom 
of heaven to mankind, he expected from them 
better lives, more charity^ more piety, and more 
devotion, than if they had been only intended to 
live in this world. As the Christian religion 
opens our views, it of course alters our motives. 
Surely therefore you must allow it to be as rea- 
sonable, and conducive to your happiness^ to per- 
form the conditions required to pbtain this hea- 
venly inheritance, as it would be to accept the 
conditions necessary to inherit a large estate — 
that is, on a supposition, you believed the reality 
of the one as firmly as ypu believed the reality 
of the other* 

I shall now, thereffere, proc^d to s^bQw, w^iph 
was the ^ecpne/ point I was tp lay before you, that 
we are sufficiently enabled to perform these con- 
ditions. 

F1BST9 then, as God bath given us a reasopal^le 

law. 
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law, he hath likewise made us reasonable crea- 
tures, that we may see the reasonableness of this 
law, and the mischief of transgressing it. The 
brute sees only the present time. Man has the 
power of reviewing the past, and foreseeing the 
future. By reflection he gains experience from 
his own errors, and from the errors of others. He 
sees the consequence of his actions. He knows 
as well, aa if it had actually happened, that such 
and such evils will follow such and such sins. He 
knows, if he lead an idle life, his family must 
starve — - that drunkenness will ruin his health 
and his afiairs •— that if he steal, he is in danger 
of the law. He knows also, if he be not an idfi- 
del, that a life of piety will be rewarded hereafter ; 
and a life of wickedness punished. 

Again, he feels, he has the power of doing a 
thing, or of not doing it. He can either listen to 
his reason and his conscience, when they inform 
him that such a thing is right ; or he can listen to 
his appetites, and passions, when they allure him 
to thiijigs, which are pleasant only. 

Thus far God Almighty hath enabled us to go 
by the force of those natural powers, with which 
he hath entrusted us. But we must always re- 
member, that our own powers are of little value 

in 
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in our spiritual contests with vice, unless aideil bjrl 
divine grace. When we talk, thereforeV of oiir' 
own power to refrain from sin, and do good; it 
must always be understood tp mean by the assist^ 
ance of the Holy Spirit of God. It is the true 
doctrine of the Gospel, that without God we can do 
nothing — but that with hifn all things are possible. 
.And hence it is chiefly, that Ckrisfs yoke may be 
called easyj because whatever our difficulties are 
in this state of trial in which God hath placed us^ 
his Holy Spirit will always be ready proportionally' 
to assist us. But our own endeavours are ne-$ 
cessary ;, aDd prayer to God for his assistance i& 
necessary. Without both these we cannot ex- 
pect it. For if we beg God's grace, and neglect 
to use it — if we beg his assistance in mortifying 
our lusts and passions, and yet do not contribute 
our own endeavours, the Scriptures tell us, that 
God's Spirit will not always strive with man. He 
gives us the power to do what is right, becatisehe 
is a just God : but he hath laid no restraint upon 
us, because he hath made us reasonable creatures. 
. Thus I think it fully appears, that the Christian 
' religion is both reasonable and conducive to our 
happiness ; and that we all are sufficiently enabled 
to practise it, first, by the use of our own reason.; 

and. 
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and,' secondly, by the sissistance of God's Holy 
Spirit. Christ's yoke, therefore, one should think, 
cannot be very difficult. 

But some may say, our Saviour himself has 
told us, that it is difficult — that strait is thegatCt 
and narrow the way^ that leads to life ; and that the 
Scriptures everywhere speak offighting^ strivings 
wrestUngy labouring and watching* And is there 
nothing difficult in all this ? Is this the east/yoke^ 
and Ught burden which our Saviour promises ? 

In answer to this, let me remind you of what I 
mentioned at the beginning of this discourse, that 
it is all along supposed, if we have led wicked 
lives, the first setting out in a new course must 
always be attended with difficulties. Passions and 
appetite^, that have long been unrestrained, will 
certainly be restless and uneasy, for want of their 
favourite objects : but this is not to be laid to the 
account of religion, but in fact to the want of it. 
Religion is indeed p^ace and happiness : but npt 
till the habit of it is formed. A man is not to 
expect the peace of religion, till he become reli- 
gious. If you should be asked, whether it were 
. a difficult thing to make a clock ; or to play upon 
an instrument of music ; or to paint a picture; 
How would you answer such questions ? Why, 

it 
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it is a very difficult thing to those who know 
nothing of the matter ; but to those who have 
long practised these things, nothing is easier. It 
is just the same in religion. Try it : resolutely 
persevere in it ; form the habit of it in your 
heart ; and you will find it as easy to be religious, 
as it IS to make a curious piece of workmanship 
to those who have been long accustomed to it. 

But still it must be remembered, that evefn 
after the habit of religion is formed, our care and 
diligence must be continued. Religion must 
never be at a stand. He who is the most secure, 
must take care lest he fall. When our Saviour 
therefore says his yoke is easy^ hfe does not mean 
to say it can be borne without any trouble. It is 
an easy yokCj indeed, but still it is a yoke ; and 
we must live in a constant habit of confining 
within its discipline our stubborn dispositions, 
whenever they occasionally, as is too often the 
case, start from it. 

In conclusion fron^ the whole, let me just add, 
that whatever difficulty there may be in a religi- 
ous course, there is much greater in a vicious 
one. Every sin is naturally attended with barbs, 
danger, disgrace, or inward uneasiness : and a 

vicious 
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vicious life unless the heart be hardened beyond 
feeling, must ever be followed either by the pangs 
of repentance on one hand ; or a miserable de« 
spairing death on the other. So that, in short, 
the great difference between the difficulties of 
the reh'gious man and the sinner, is just this. The 
difficulties of the religious man, we have seen, 
are in the beginning of his course. But the longer 
he proceeds, the more satisfaction and happiness 
he feels. On the other hand, the enjoyments of 
the sinner, such as they are, are in the course of 
his sins : but the end is death, and destruction. 
The cup of pleasure, while he drinks it, may be 
sweet and palatable — just as a cup of poison 
may be sweet and palatable while you drink it ; 
but remember the consequence— -it will infal- 
libly end in distress, agony, and death* 
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Luke, xxiii, 43. 

TO-DAY SHALT THOU BE WITH ME IN PARADISE. 



When our blessed Saviour was crucified, you 
know, two thieves were crucified with hiiii. 
One of them was a reprobate. He died hardened, 
as we see many in these days, without any sense 
of religion. The other was of a different dispo- 
sition. He had led, it is true, a bad life; but 
now, at the close of it, he repented; and ventured 
to address the blessed Jesus, in his dying hour, 
with a petition for mercy : Lord^ remember me, 
when thou earnest into thy kingdom. Jesus replied, 
in the words of the text, To-day shalt thou he 
with me in Paradise. 

This 
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This passage hath afforded more consolation 
to the dying sinner, than perhaps.any other in the 
whole Testament Let us see how he applies it 
to his purpose. 

Let us suppose one of these unhappy men lying 
on his death-bed— -his ill-spent life now winding 
up— nearly reduced to its few last hours. Amidst 
all the pains^ and distress of his disease, his 
alarmed conscience still more torments him. The 
world has' now forsaken him. Its joys are over ; 
and all those guilty pleasures, for which he had 
given his soul, are now remembered with horror. 
Throwing his eyes around him, to catch a gleam 
of hope, he thus endeavours to console his sink- 
ing spirits: " It is true,*' he cries, " I have been 
" a heinous sinner in the sight of God. — Now, 
** I fear I am on my death-bed — I feel nature 
" giving' way — this world is over with me. — 
" What have I then to expect ? — I am not an 
'< infidel. I believe in^ God, though I seldom 
" obeyed him. I believe in Christ, though his 
*< Gospel had little effect upon me. — I am 
** heartily sorry for my sins — I truly repent of 
" th^n. — Ma^ny greater sinners, I doubt not, 
" have been received to mercy. Bad as I have 
^^ been, I cannot have been so bad as a con- 

voi^. II. I " demned 
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" demned tnalefacton The thief upon th^ cross 
'^ expressed sorrow for his sins in his last mo- 
'* ments ; and received an immediate assurance 
" of mercy. Why then need I despair ? My sor- 
^ row is as great as his ; and with as much ear- 
" nestness as he could do, I cry to heaven for 
^* mercy.*' — Thus many a sinner consoles a 
dying hour; and cherishes false hopes in the- 
midst of circumstances the most alarming. 

As the case of the thief on the cross is thus 
one of the main pillars, which often supports the 
hope of a dying sinner, I shall, for your instruction 
to-day, ^r^f show you that this particular case has 
no kind of relation to the usual circumstances of 
a dying Christian; and, secondly , I shall admonish 
you of the danger of a death-bed repentance. 

When the Christian religion was first preached 
to mankind, and persons of full age became con- 
verts to it, the great points, you know, insisted on 
were feith and repentance. Whoever professed 
hfe belief in Jesus Christ — that he was the Son 
of God and Saviour of the world — renouncing 
at the same time his past sins, and resolving to 
kad a new life for the future, was forgiven. ITius 
our Lord himself forgave the sins of some persons 

on 
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on their convfersion, of who^e faith and repent- 
ance he was assured. Thus also his disciples 
after hiioi exhorted their hearers to repent» and 
be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ, j^ the 
reffdsskm of sins. — And thus Ananias tells St* 
Paul, on his conversion, to arise and he baptizedf 
and tvash away his sins^ caUing on the name qf 
the Lord. 

Now this kind of justification is sometimes 
called in Scripture, justification by faith. For if 
one of these new converts had died immediately 
cm his professing his faith in Christ, by the Gos- 
pel covenant be must have been saved. 

This kmd qfjustification, which relates only to 
the circumstances Ihave mentioned, hath perhaps 
led some well-disposed people to lay a stress on 
justification through faith aloney which was never 
intended. No faith without a holy life can jus« 
tify such persons as have been brought up in the 
Christian region -^have long professed it -^and 
have had many opportunities of an acquaintance 
with iU We read in the Goqpel, that many in- 
deed withc^t a holy life^ would make their claim 
*— they would cry^ Lord, Lord, open to us^^ 
we have believed on thee, and hope to be saved 
by a profession of our faiths But we have the 

I S answer 
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answer on record : I knoiv you not ; depart from 
me^ all ye workers of iniquity. 
, Thus, then, it appears, that when men first em- 
braced the Christian religion, and; became truly 
penitent, they were immediately received to 
grace: but.it was expected, that after they be- 
came Christians, they should live up to the reli- 
gion they had embraced. Their Saviour's blood, 
indeed, must finally make the atonement : but 
still to give that atonement effect, they were re-^ 
quired to lead good lives. 

Now from this you will see how little the case 
of the thief on the cross serves the purpose of 
those wicked people, who would apj^y it to a 
death-bed repentance. It is probable, this male- 
factor might have heard of Christ — of bis mira- 
cles ; and of his pretending to be the Son of God, 
and Saviour of the world. It is probable, too, he 
had received ^ome account iof :the trial of Jesus, 
as he pronounced so positively, Thismanhdth done 
nothing amiss. But from the manner of life, which 
this malefactor had led, it is not likely he had had 
any opportunities of being an eye-witness of the 
great actions of Jesus ^- — or indeed that he had 
attended much, to any.accoupts of him, which he 
might accidentally have.received. The. firstj time, 

9 therefore. 
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therefore, that he personally saw his Saviour, dr 
had any opportunity of acknowledging him, we 
may reasonably believe, was at this time, when he* 
was in theact 6f sufferingfor the sins of the worlds 
In that awfiilhour the divine appearance of the 
blessed Jesus made such an impression on the 
hardened heart of this malefactor, that he at once 
acknowledged his Saviour ; and, in a just sense of 
his own unworthiness> rested his onlyhopes of sali- 
vation on the mercy of Jesus. All this is infiplied 
in his expiring expression, Lord^ remember me 
'when thou comesf mto thy kingdom.^ 

You see, then, that thispenitent malefactorwas 
expressly in the case of those, who were first con- 
verted at their baptism. This was his first op- 
portunity. On the common terms, therefore, of 
the Gospel, this man was accepted: he was ac- 
cepted on the sincerity of his faith and repent- 
ance } and as he died before he had committed 
farther sin, he was saved. ^ Had he led a bad life 
aftwwards, his first justification would have sig- 
nified nothing. 

Let me explain this farther to you fas it is a 
point of great consequence) by an easy compa- 
rison. Suppose any of you wanted to hire a la- 
bourer. Ifk:man ofier himself^ whom you have 
reason to believe able, and honest, you treat with 

I 3 him. 
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hicn* Re promises to do your work, and you 
accept his promise* His good promises, if you 
have reaspn tQ belj^ve tbem sincere^ you consider 
98 a suffl(:ient assurance for your ^cjeptvme oS 
hiiQ.JButyou find afterwards, that, uptwithstaud* 
ing his promise, he doesnof do ypur work. What 
step dp you t^ke then ? Dp you keep him ii* 
your house* and continue to give him his wages: 
in consequence of your first acceptance of him.? 
By no means. His promise might be^a ^uflicient 
reaspn ibr you to try him. But if he n^lect youi: 
work, it is certainly no reaspu for ypu tp keephim% 

Ju9t in this way God accepts all hi? servants, 
who, on their first admission into his. holy religion^ 
profess their faith and promise, obedience : but 
then he expects (as jou see you yourself would v^ 
a like case,) that after they are admitt^^ they 
should dp their busii^ss properly and be obedient 
to his commands. 

As the privilege of remission of sins was thua 
annei^ed to the first profession of the Chrisfeiaa 
faith, many people in the old times of the churchy. 
WPuld defer their baptism* and the public profes- 
sion of their faith, till their death^bed; thinkingii 
they should thus carry God's grace> and an asn 
surance of salvation out of the world with them* 
And SQ they might, if it had hem the first oppor-i 
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tunity they bad had : but this, you see, wis evi- 
dently a mere trick, and therefore totally dis* 
pleasing to Ood. It is plain, such people knew 
enough of the Christian religion, to have known 
better. The privilege of remission of sins, was 
given to those only who sincerely embraced 
Christianity on theif first hearing of it — not to 
those, who held back, after they had heard of it, 
till it suited their orwn ccmvenience to profess it. 

Having thus shown you, that this particular 
case of the thief on the cross bath no relation to 
the usual circumstantes of a dying Christian, I 
gball mfw endesKVour to convince you, as I pro^ 
posed,, s^endk/y of the danger of a death-^bed 
fepentance* 

A death-bed repentance is commonly indeed 
nothing more than tfaefear of damnation. A man, 
who hath run his course in wickedness, who finds 
he can indulge the pleasures of sin iio longer, 
amd now sees bis death approaching, is naturally 
fearful,^ and distressed about his future state — 
unless indeed he be a wretch beyond all sense of 
feeling.--^ And can he call this fear, and this dis- 
tress by the name of repentance? We have not this 
least ground for supposing, such repentaince will 
be considered in the sight of Ood as true repent- 
ance. —When menj/?r5* professed the Gospel, we 

I 4 have 
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have just seen they were accepted ; and whatever 
sins they had been gmltyof before they were ac- 
quainted witii the Gospel, those sins were forgiven. 
But €^ter they became Christians^ they were then 
either to lead holy lives ; or, if they sinned^ they 
could expect no salvation, unless by repentance 
they entirely changed both their hearts and lives. 
And this is the only notion of repentance, which 
the Holy Scriptures are acquainted with. 

Now to such repentance as this, where sin is 
forsaken, and through faith in Christ a change of 
heart and life ensues, God hath every where pro- 
mised forgiveness. Even the greatest sinner may, 
on good grounds, hope for the mercy of 'God. 
But there must be a change of heart and life, of 
which God is. the sole judge. 

And can the dying sinner, who repents only 
on his death-bed, produce this evidence of his 
sincerity ? Can he say, he hath forsaken his sins, 
when he knows in his conscience, that his sins 
have forsaken him? Can he say, he hath repented 
of those sins, when he knows his life, to the very 
last dregs, hath been dedicated tohislusts?.Or can 
he say, his sorrow now proceeds from an abhor- 
rence of wickedness, when he well knows, this sor- 
row never possessed him, till the possibility of sin- 
ning 
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ning was now over, and he was within sight of 
damnation? Be you yourselves the judges. Should 
any of you have a child, who had been very 
faulty, and you had over and over rebuked him; 
had explained his duty to him ; and expostulated 
with him in the tenderest manner, but still to no 
purpose. Your kind advice and forbearance 
have no effect — the child continues sullen, or 
hardened'— the fault is again and again com- 
mitted. At length you determine to try seve- 
rity. Then his sorrows begin to flow plentifully 
—then he repents of his fault, and promises the 
strictest obedience for the future. But can you 
be so far imposed on, as to believe his sorrows 
arise from any thing but fear ? Thi& is just the 
idea of a common death-bed repentance. Alas ! 
alas ! for those who trust in such penitence as 
this ! No minister of the Gospel can take upon 
him to say, that such penitence will be accepted 
by God. 

You will ask, then, Is there no hope for the 
wretched sinner, now lying on his death-bed? 
Must he despair of God's forgiveness, and give 
himself up for lost ? \ 

God forbid, that any minister of the Gospel 
should terrify the last moments even of the most 

hardened 
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hardened sinner with thotights of deq>air ! God's 
mercies are great, and we know not their bounds* 
God may jsee sincerity in a death-bed repentance, 
though we have no right to judge. He may sec 
the penitent so far convinced of sin^ that, however 
long his h'fe should run afterwards, he would 
always abhor it^ But, indeed, my brethren, I 
fear this is a very uncommon case. We seldom 
see sickness, at least I have seldom seen it, draw 
OQ a change ol*life. The sinner hath generally 
returned, after his recovery, to his oM habits^ 
All, therefore, that a ttiinister of the Gospel: can 
say, is this, that God katii no where jproi»lst»f in 
the covenant of grace, forgiveness to any repent- 
ance, but what is followed by a holy life; and 
if men are saved, after a course of vddkedisess^ 
on a death-bed repentimce, they aore not sacved 
according to any known coiiditions of the Gqb^ 
pel. What toercies God may have in reserve ibr 
sinners, we know not. All we do know isy that 
if we are saved without faith, and goodiHves,^ we 
must be saved by uncovenanted grace. 

What I have said, my brethren,^ I hope will 
convince you, that the example of the penitent 
thief affords no encouragement to any siniteir, 

who 
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who may be inclined to trust for mercy to a 
death-bed jepentance. His cas6» you see, is very 
deferent from the case of any of you, who live in 
a Christian country, and have, or may have, the 
instructian of the Gospel when you please. If^ 
indeed, you had never heard of Christianity tiU 
you were dying, and then embraced it heartily, 
and made steady resolutions of obeying it, from 
being convinced of its purity, I doubt not but 
God would accept yaa^ as he accepted the thief 
on the cross. But, as the case now stands, de- 
pend upon it, the only thing you have to tru^t 
to, is faith in your blessed Saviour, evidenced 
by a good life. 

Trust not to a death-bed repentance. God 
knows your hearts, though you perhaps know 
them not. You may fancy in a dying hour, you 
feel a sincere repentance ; but God may know 
there is no sincerity in it — that you are not dis- 
gusted at your sins, but afraid of the punishment 
of them— and that, if this terror were once over, 
you and your sins would again get acquainted. 
What would become of justice, think you, in 
this world, if the judge should forgive every cri- 
minal, who should make promises of amend- 
ment ? Would he not be called a weak and cre- 
^tiWjf; magistrate ? 

At 
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At all events, then, trust not a l^ing of such 
importance as the salvation of your souk^ upon 
so uncertain a point. You have it yet in your 
power to repent, by amendiqg your lives. Take 
that method of obtaining God^s favour ; and may 
God of his infinite mercy, through Christ, give 
you grace to consider it as the. only method you 
can take — the only way of receiving that com- 
fortable promise in a dying hour. To-day shall 
thou be with me in Paradise* ' 
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Samuel, iii. 10. 

SPEAK, LORD, FOR THT SERVANT HEARETH. 



These were the pious words of the prophet 
Samuel, then only a youth, on his receiving a 
me»s^e.from the Lord. They imply ihis entire 
readinessr to obey the commands of God, in what- 
ever way those commands should be made known 
to him. To him they:were conveyed in a vision 
—-a mode of conveying the commands of Grod, 
which hath ceased since the establishment of the 
GospeL But there are various other ways, in 
which the Almighty speaks to! man. In the 
following discourse I shall point out to yoursome 
of the principal of them ; and shall conclude with 
a few dbservations, which the subject suggests. 
• In > the , fi^t place, God speaks . to us t in the 
ixiorks of his creation. It is true, these mighty 

works 
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works have neither speech nor language; but 
their voices are heard by every attentive ear; 
and their sound is gone out into all laMs. 

With what a voice of power does that great 
Being speak, in creating the earth ; in pouring 
the seas around it ; in spreading out the hea- 
vens, like a curtain, over it; in filling it with 
innumerable creatures, all suited exactly to their 
several stations ; in creating the sun to warm it 
into fruitfulness ; to give it light and heat, day 
and night, summer and winter ! 

Sometimes this great Being speaks to ud in an 
awful and terrible voice. His lightnings dart 
around; his thunder rolls over our heads; the 
storm is up ; the forest bows before it ;| and the 
sea^ impelled by its force, overpasses its bounds. 

At other times God speaks to us in a kind and 
gentle manner. The sun shines^ the air is soft 
and refreshing ; the rain descends in moistening 
showers; the earth gives its increase; «id afl 
mature smiles with )oy. 

But how are we affected by these different 
voices of Gad ? When God speaks to us in the 
grand works of creation— when we see ev«ry 
thing around us brought into beicigf and ccmti- 
nuaily preserved by his over^^ruling providence^ 

are 
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are we humbled in our own eyes ? do we adore 
with reverence that power^ in whom *we live^ and 
mwe, and haw our being? do we commit our- 
selves entirely to his gracious government ? do 
we submit religiously to all bis dispensations? 
and assure ourselves^ that that God, who governs 
all nature, is abundantly able to govern our little 
affairs? 

Again, when we hear the voice of this mighty 
God, in storms, in thunder, in earthquakes, do 
we stand in awe of that Being, in whose hands 
are all these vast convulsions of nature? I mean 
not that we should tremble like guilty criminals ; 
but are we under that sort of fear which David 
describes, when he bids us stand in axve, and sin 
Twt? Do we live under that sort of fear of the 
power of an Almighty G^d which will secure u* 
fiem wilfully offending him ? We are apt enough 
to stand in awe of any powerful person, in whose 
neighbourhood we may chance to Kve^ What 
reverence, then, is due to Almighty God ? Re- 
member the words oi Christ, and bow strongly 
he enfbrces the idea. Fear not man^ who can 
destroy this body, and qfkrmprds has no "more that 
he can d&; hut fear him "who can destroy both soul 
and body in heH. 

Again, 
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Again/ when God speaks, to us in his goodness 
—when bespeaks to us in refreshing rains, in 
fruitful seasons, and in plentiful harvests — when 
the world smiles, and we enjpy its prosperity, do 
we gratefully thank God for all the worldly bless- 
ings he bestows ? Are our hearts softened into 
love and duty? are they opened towards our 
fellow-creatures ? or do we take God's blessings 
as things of course, consume them merely on 
ourselves, or perhaps think them only our due ? 

'. • ' ■■ ... . . t ' 

But. still in the works of creation God spake 
to the heathen of old. To m he farther speaks 
by the Scriptures. Here he speaks in,plainer lan- 
guage. He opens to us the great truths of religion, 
the wonderful work of pur redemption by Christ, 
and the blessing of life and immortality brought 
to light by the Gospel. Here,, too, we haye our 
duty to God, pur neighbour, and ourselves, dis- 
tinctly set forth. With regard to God, we are 
instructed to love him with aU our hearts; to trust 
in him^; to cast our cares upon him ; in eoery things 
by prayer and suppUcatipn, to make our requests 
kmmn unto him. With regard to our neighbour, 
we are instructed to love him as ourselves; to do 
to others as we should wish them to do to us; to put 

away 
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xxway lying t and speak every man the truth; to 
defraud no man in any matter; and to be kindly 
t^cHoned one to another mth brotherly fot^e.— -u 
With regard to ourselves, we are instructed to 
abstcdnfromjleshiy ItutSj "which war against the 
soul; Jrom rioting and drunkenness ; from Jtlthi" 
ness andJooUsh talking; to be content with such 
things as we hwoe; to withdraw from such as walk 
disorderly, knowing that a -little leaven leaveneth 
the wJiole lump. If, in our perverseness, we mis- 
interpret the voice of God speaking to us in the 
works of creation ; in the Scriptures, we have the 
voice of God speaking to us in a language no 
plain, that we can have no excuse for trans- 
gression. 

Besides speaking to us in the works of crea- 
tion, and in the Holy Scriptures, there is still 
another way in which God speaks to us, and 
that is by our consciences. Hitherto God speaks 
only by external objects ; but conscience speaks 
from within. We turn our eyes often from the 
works of creation; we throw our Bibles often 
behind us ; but conscience flies in our faces, and 
wlU be heard. Heard in some degree it will be 
always \ but we are at option whether we will 
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Digitized by VjOOQIC 



180 ;5?1RM ON XXXVI. 

^itend to its remonstrances. There are profli- 
g%t? P^opl^ who h?^T(i«n their copsci^nce^ by 
wlcked^^siSf till th^jr will remp^iftr^^ qo Iqng^r, 
^<?h P^ftpifif ift tl^ hjgii fJi^e^ag fif yipp, viH 
listep tq npthiQg^ To tliem \i|r^e pre^f^h s^4^ : i^; 
I9 unay^iiling^ 

So^^ l^rept cpiDs^i^pce into 9, court of ji^stiil^et 
It is pertainly ^tten4ed ^i^h several of the sall^Cr 
tiqns of gpy^ument. But in whatever ligJfcit W§ 
consider itj still w? should Jjesgect it a? tfe? Yoipfi 
of God. 

Bvit when we call cpp^^ipflpe th§ vpiee pf ^fiA$ 
^je nqiust cpnceiyq it ^o hp aqi ipfprniq^ qpngciepj^eii 
4^^ uninfprme4 (^pn^c^ence will qnly misll^^^dt We 
are not, however, speaking of such infg^iQg^tyH) 
as is necessary to distinguish nice cases ; but of 
sjiph 991:^51,9^ np^i^^s pf right, ^b4 WR9& as 
pyery main's cpnsicience ift a Cti^s^ijin ^^Hfttay 
19.^1^ tqpbt^ic^. 

-^re you i}[i?^t^ljng apj5,^sj?j[^§ipft'pjf^r^ij4 Pf 
yill^y ? Ij-isten^ tp^ tlie fpeR4Jy f^M^^ft P# 99fh 
s/?i?ifc;e. It wilj tep y^fi Ijpw wickedly yj?4 Wfi 
?feW)^ to apt-rhow liSt^ ypu g^m-rrhqw fflWfe 
yW, l<>se. C%pkf, ^hjpp, tl^ crifflg i% ijg %p|| 
^pppeptipn, ^d;»h^it3;tft aiyljil? befp/s^^ yPB,cpfl*- 
p^ it with ?: dp^d. 

Are 
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Are you cnQirtvifig some scheme of unlawful 
ideAsure ? Before you complete ycHir wicked ocm- 
cej^iim with a d)eed» attend 9 moment to your 
CDmcieiioew It wtU hoigl up to you a glass, iti 
"which you will see all your expected pleasure 
iayerted ; aad m its room, dUgraoe, infamy, and 



Thus also you may check i^e oath, the lie, 
the lewd jest, or.any other wrongness. There is 
Mways time enough betwieen the eonceptioB and 
the utterance to listen to conscience. A mo- 
ment is sufficient. 

Having thus shown you ia how many ways 
God speaks to us, I shall add a few observations 
&om ihp, whole* 

Jx the first place, we have every reason to ac- 
knowledge the wonderfiii goodness of Crod in 
speaking to us in so many ways. As a kind father 
tries every aaethod with his children, and talks 
to them sometimes in one kind of* language, aad 
sometimes in another-— indulging thdm^-f»ia« 
strutting them -^sweetening his instructions wttk 
promises, or enforcing them with threaten9nga*-i» 
so does God speak to us in various ways, to 
dfaw us, if possible, to obedience. Some may 

k2 be 
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^ more aifiected by what they see before their 
-eyes : to these he displays the wonders of <^rei^ 
tioii. By hts jpotwer he instructs them what they 
^baye to^r— by hhgopdness what they have to 
jvepe^ and thus^ 4)y degrees, tibey begin to feel 
religious truth. -^Others, again, may. be mwe 
affected by hearing the wonders of redempticm 
displayed in the Scriptures, and the CBfinite kind- 
ness of God to falfen sinners. They, may be 
aofteaed by the sufferings of a dying Saviour, 
and brought by generous feelings to a just sense 
of religion : while many may admire the noble 
examples of. virtue th^ find in the Scriptures 
united with the purest precepts. But still, if 
both their ears and eyes are shut, God speaks to 
them once again by the voice of conscience. 
Here the awful warnings of iro^ ai« brought 
home. If men will neither see nor iiear, it is 
possible they may feel. The. voice of CQMcience 
made Felix tremble, and struck horror into the 
lieart>pf Iscariot.-— Thus, the goodness of God 
is shown by speaking to mankind in these several 
Mrays, that in some way every man may be 
affected. The pious man is affected by a|I. 

The next observation I shall make, is^ that the 

ingratitude 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



SERMX)N XXXVL 1S8 

ingratitude of man^ in not listening, is as won^ 
derfyi as the goodness of God' in speaking; We * 
do not wonder, tliat Mncked men, who have* 
fortaed vfle haMts, and have long lived in those 
habits, should turn a deaf ear to God's vdide; 
but it is wondevful that they dbould be inatten- • 
tive to it, who mean to be thought serious peo- 
ple. One should suppose, that ii> whatever way 
the great God of heaven should vouchsafe ta 
speak to man, he should attend ; whereas^ in 
&ct, we are readier to listen to> any voice' 
than the voice of God. The voice of plea*^* 
sure seduces us— the voice of business misleads 
us-^the voice of idle company carries us^ aside. 
We are ready, on a thousand occasions, to say to^ 
the world and its temptations, Speak; for thy 
servants hear \ while the voice of God, speaking" 
in the grand works of creation, in the Holy 
Scriptures, and in our own consciences, is ofteii' 
unheard, or heard with little attention. If ex-^ 
perience did not show us daily instances of this 
inattention and ingratitude^ the wonder would 
^ceed belief. 

The last observation I shall make, is, that one 
way still remains, besides those I have already 

K 3 mentioned. 
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mentfonedy in which God wiU speak. At that 
awful time, when he calls ua all into judgment, 
smd pronbnncea sentence upon us, he will speak 
in another manner than he has yet spoken. He 
will then speak hi his justice. In this world God' 
speaks to vd by his po^er^ his usUdtrntj and h» 
goodness; but not yet by his final justice. While' 
we Uve in this world, God allows lis a dioici^.^ 
We flUay Ksten to his vdce^ or not, as we please : 
we have our option. But in the next worid 
fliai option will be over. God will speak; and 
we imist hear. 

Let us, tbere£bre, take warning in ttm6« Let 
us listen to Grod's gracious vdice in this woiid, tn 
whatever way he is pleased ta i^ak to us^ that 
we may avoid the cfonseqjiienceis of that awM 
voic^, which we must hskela tb in the next ; and 
which, if we obstinately persist in our disobe- 
di#nce, we may turn from the voice of kind ad- 
monition, into a sentence of cosademnationi 
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Psalm xxv. 14. 
the secret of the lord is with them that 

FEAR HIM. 



These words seem to imply some spiritual se- 
cret, which every one cannot find out, and which 
is to be found out only by those^ yvhojear the 
Lord. And yet, at the same time, it appears to 
be a secret very open to every one,— Let us exa- 
mine this seeming contradiction. Let us,^r5/; en* 
quire what this secret is; secondly j why it is called 
a secret j and, thirdly j how it is to be found out; 

We enquire, first j what this secret is. -7- Now, 
from the tenor of the psalm, from which the text 
is taken, this great secret appears to be nothing 
more than the well-known truth, that the happi-^ 
ness qffnan consists in thefear^ qfGod: axid in- 

K 4 deed 
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deed we shall find this truth inculcated among 
the first pieces of instruction in every religious 
book we meet with. It is the subject of the mi- 
nister's discourse — of the father's advice— and 
of the tutor's lectures. Even the heathen phi- 
losopher, though he could not so well inform us, 
in what the happiness of man consisted, knew 
enough of this secret to be convinced, that it did 
not consist in the enjoyment of the things of 
this world. 

In the writings of the Old Testament this se- 
cret is very clearly revealed. Holy Job, in the 
beginning of the nineteenth chs^pter, shows how 
well he was acquainted with it, xvhen the vandte 
of the Lord shone upon his head'-^when he walked 
hy its light — and when the secret of the Lord was 
upon his tabernacle. — David's acquaintance with 
this secret is shown in numberless passages of his 
psalms ; and Solomon has written almost a whole 
book on the subject. 

Again, when we open the New Testament, this 
great secret appears to be unfolded still more 
plainly. There almost in every page we are 
more or less assured, that the paths of religion 
are alone the paths of happiness^ 

Fewer words might have shown, that this great 
9 " secret. 
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secret, which is only that the happiness of man 
consists in thejear qfOodyhath been known and 
witnessed to by all in eveiy age, who pretended to 
religion. Whence comes it, then, that Davidco/ilsit 
a secret? It seems so far from being a secret^ that 
no truth can be more generally acknowledged. 
This is the second point I proposed to consider. 

Now there are two ways of acknowledging a 
truth. Nothing is more common than to ac- 
knowledge a truth, and yet sujBfer that truth to 
' make no impression upon us. In that case, the 
truth in fact is not acknowledged. Do you act 
upon it? — No« — Then you only talk about it 
Thua you sometimes hear a man talk about pru- 
dence, while he is squandering his estate ; and 
cant about religion, while every action of his life 
is a breach of its precepts. 
. We have a strong instance in the oase of Judas 
Iscariot, of a man's possessing a truth, which has 
no influence upon his actions. Judas took great, 
offence at the person who anointed our Saviour's 
head with a rich ointment. So precious a com- 
modity, said he, might have been sold for <a con- 
siderable sum, and given to the poor. From such 
aspeecht one should have thought the charitable 

disposition 
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dtsposition 6f JtiAsii flowed 6nt trMre than that <xf 
any of his fdtow-^^cipl«d« Bat We Sire miistaket). 
It was a sefitimetit, that catde drily frofn his lips i 
his heart never ftlt it. We read in the next 
versei that be had, in fact, no regard for the 
pfoor: but was a Mef^ arid carried the bbg; 
which he Wished to fill m tbueh as he could, 
that he might convert it to his own use. 

Thus we ate ever ready to acknowledge, that 
we ougM to tfdst in Gtod, mb^ than in the 
Wotid, fdi ouf ha^p$ne£»^ but We acknowledge 
it dften oiily, as Jud^M did the tirtue of chaority $ 
k cdtn^ only from 6Uf lips : it does not inffirthcd 
our actions. Attd Whfeh thfs is the case, how^ 
evei ^e may impose on ourselves, we certairily 
have not gbttett at the secret of the Lotd^^^loke 
a View of tn^tikind in general : (1 do not mean 
the. abandoned part of mankind, foi* they are out 
of* the question, but of those Who pi'etendf to re- 
ligion) ; and you Will too often see theni engaged 
in all the business, the bustle, or pleasures of life, 
and little else going forward frdm morning till 
night. And yet many of them are Vefy decent 
people — mighty religious $ and go constantly to 
church. It is a pity they cannot find out the 
secret of the Lord, in such company, however, 

we 
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we need not aeek it.-^Let us tbeaoi look for it 
aiooiig the wise, the thoinghtiul^ and the pmdebif 
Under a derions deportment^ and the demureneM 
of religion, still we see such a constant attetitioit 
to worldly happines^-^ so mndh an^iiety iboitl 
worldly good^^so much fear and distress about 
worldly evil-^that it is beyond the pow^r of 
charity to suppose this heavenly secret is j^^ 
fecUy discorered even hef e. 

But as tiie (imiest conviction in this point must 
arise frottn ovrselves— instead of looking koto 
the practice of others, and supposing what they 
fiad", let ii» examine our own breasts, aod obs^ve 
what symptdiim we find there of having discov* 
ered thffi gi^eat secret. 

la sooe happy moment^ when your hrart re- 
joic^-^wien your spirits are raised beyoUd their 
cottunonlevd-^ ask yourselves whatitis that gives 
yow sa much joy ? Is it, that you feel the tran»» 
ports of re%ion ? Is it the testimony oS a good 
oonsdence, that raises in you the jc^ful ho^e of 
acceptance with God ? Is it the contemplation of 
those joys, which ej/t hath notseetif nor ear heaardf 
---*Or is it (let us examine fairly) is it the expect- 
ation of success in some worldly business ? or the 
expectation of pteasmre or profit from the gratis 
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fication of* some passion ? or perh^s from the >n» 
dulgence of pride or vanity^ <Niiiearixig of some 
lit|le^a{^lause that has been given you ? If tiiese 
are the things which give us the highest yoy^ we 
may be assured the secret qfihe Lord is yet a se-» 
cret to us. Worldly things, no doubt, may give 
us pleasure : that is not the question. But if w^ 
feel.little or.no pleasure from heavenly thmgs-— 
if OUT chief and highest Joy, at all times, ariseft 
from worldly things-^— then it is that we magr be 
convinced, we have not yet gotten held of the 
secret qfthe Lord. 

So again,, with regard to the afflicticms,.as well 
as the pleasures, of life } no doubt they often call 
upon us, and very allowably, for grid^ It would 
be unnatural to be unaflfected with many of our 
own calamities, or the calamities of others. God, 
who gave us the passion, allows the proper indul- 
gence of it. — But, on th^ other hand, if we know 
no kind of sorrow, but this worldly sorrow — if we 
indulge it to excess—- if we listen to no spiritual 
consolation — if our sins and misconduct in life 
give us little distress in the comparison— if we 
never feel ourselves unhappy, because we cannot 
rise to such heights of piety as we could wish, but 
centre all our grief in some worldly affliction- 
then 
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then we may justly pronounce, that in our sor- 
rows as well as in our joys, we have not yet found 
out the secret of the Lord. — I might carry these 
researches into our own hearts still farther; but I 
have said enough to show, why David ca^s this 
great truUi a secret though it is universally ac- 
knowkdged. 

There are some, however, ito whom the holy 
prqphet tells us, the secret qf the Lord is really 
known. This brings me to the ffdrd part of my 
discourse, in which I shall show, how we may 
really find out the secret qfthe Lord* 

From what hath been said, we have an easy key 
to unlock it. Sincerity in our practice^ founded 
on Scripture precepts, is the true means of discov- 
ering it • He who turns his religious knowledge 
into religious practice; who, opposing all the al- 
lurements of the world, fears the Lord in earnest, 
and in sincerity obeys him, has found out this 
secret. Let us then see in what manner he 
finds it out. 

In the first place, he reads the Scripture, not as 
a business of course — not because he has set hipi- 
self a task to read such a portion of iteveiy day— 
but with a real intention to compare his life with 
it, and make it the rule of his thoughts, words, 

and 
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and actions. Thus, for instance, he reads that 
humility is a great Christian virtue. It is men- 
tioned, not in one, but in various parts of Scrip- 
ture ; and confirmed by several examples. He 
immediately therefore calls hisactions to account, 
and compares them with what he reads. Am I 
truly, says he, this humble-minded man? Have 
I really a low opinion of my own attainments 
and advantages^ Do I seriously consider, that I 
have nothing, and am nothing, but what I am 
indebted for to God? Do I never show instances 
of pride, in breaking out into improper language 
and behaviour to my inferiors ? or feel any thing 
like envying or coveting the possessions of a pros- 
perous neighbour ?— Thus by examining his own 
thoughts, and actions —proving them by Scrip- 
ture — and living up to his knowledge, he finds 
out the secret of the Lord in this instance. His 
heart is humbled and amended. 

Then, -again, he finds himself instructed in 
Scripture not to love the world — to use, but not 
to abuse it — to be a steward oxAy of the talents, 
which his Lord has put into his hands. Under 
such instruction he is moderate in his indul- 
genciea— moderate in his expences — and always 
afraid of any gratification, which terminates oni^ 

in 
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in lUmself-rr- as he knows this may give him a love 
for the worlds or disable him from using his 
talents as hfi might for the good €£ othecs* In 
this particular also he has ^und out the secret &f 
&e Lord ; for he segulates his actions by what 
he reads. 

Again, he finds himself ordered in Scripture to 
east all his care s^mz Gad* Ba h says he to him^ 
self, follow tbiainstruction ? Can I meet the little 
ifieonvetaiencies and accidents of life, without 
being fretted? os therealaffliotipaaQf it, without 
being overwhelmed ? Bo. I fully tnust m God, as 
the giver, and ta^cer away, of all earthly things ? 
My fortune is deeply injured by an accident I 
could not prevent -Tf- 1 have lost my ftiend, the 
comp^ion of my lile. Can I ss^ from oiy heart, 
Itis the Lordf let him da istAatseemeth him gead* ^r^ 
If* be can, he has Ibund out that great s&ret^ 
whkh will be a halm in aU his distreases^ 

Thus again the iScriplures open ta him the 
redemptioa of the world by Christ*. If he is oon- 
vuu^ed of this great truths he receives witti pious 
coaviction every thing contained ia this holy 
revelation. He acknowledges, and bewails, the 
dominion of sin, on which the whole scheme of 
Christianity is founded j and piously trusts fin? 
pardon only in the merits and atonement of his 

blessed 
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blessed Redeemer. His own good works, though 
necessary in obtaining the benefit of Christ's 
atonement, are merely in themselves, he knows, 
of no value in securing his salvation. Instead of 
enquiring into the difficulties of the great work 
of redemption, in which his reason will always be 
lost; he takes to his heart the divine comforts it 
aSkrs — dwells chiefly on its saying truths — and 
thus unlocks the secret of the Lord. 

In the same way he considers his whole duty 
to God— -his neighbour, and himself. Prayer to 
God — trust in him-— a reliance on his promises 
^•^ resignation to his will — an upright conduct to 
all mankind — doing to others, as he would.have 
them do to him —a readiness to oblige, and assist 
•^ mfldness — gentleness — contentment^ and 
every virtue, which others too often satisfy them- 
selves with settling in^ their heads, he mixes with 
the daily offices of life ; and in all these instances 
finds <out the secret of the Lard. 
- Since then, my brethren, we must find out the 
^cret qf^e Lordyif we wish to make our religion 
of any value, let us never rest till we have made 
ourselves master of it. We all, even the meanest 
amongst us, have abilities to find it out, would we 
only employ them. Let us then endeavour to find 

what 
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what it is, that chiefly prevents our making this 
discovery. — The world —the world —our attach- 
ments to the world, and its delusions, arcf the 
great obstacles, which lie at the bottom of our 
hearts. Let us arm ourselves therefore against 
these delusions, by considering that we all, even 
the youngest amongst us, stand on the very edge 
of another world. How soon we may drop into 
it, is one of those secrets of the Lord, which we 
can never discover. But it is of no consequence, 
if we make ourselves masters of these other secrets 
of the Lordf of which I have been discoursing. 

Nature is full of wonders ; but among all the 
strange things, which pass before our eyes, nothing 
is so strange, as that a rational creature placed 
between two worlds — one of which is to last only 
a few years and the other to all eternity — should 
yet despise the latter, and fix^^ all his affections, 
and all his hopes on the former. — But however 
wonderful this is, we all know it is often the 
case ; and that it is this, which locks up from us 
the secret of the Lord. 

Let us then, my brethren, endeavour to see 
the world in its true light ; and with the best 
exertion of our faith, compare its vanities and 
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fttties \frith an etenud weight ofghry. — This will 
enable us to find out this great secret; and not 
only so, but will prove by our finding it out, that 
we are among those who fear ffie Lord. 
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Matthew, v. 19. 

whosoever shall break one of these least 
commandments, and shall teach men so, 
he shall be called the least in the king^ 
dom of heaven. 



Our blessed Saviour, in his sermon on the 
mount, had carried the precepts of religion higher 
than they had been carried by the Jewish inter- 
preters: but lest the people should suppose he 
was setting up a religion in opposition to the 
law of Moses, he tells them, that every tittle of 
that law should be fulfilled — its preceps were 
confirmed by Christianity — and its types and 
ceremonies completed in himself. Whoever there- 

L 2 fore. 
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fore, said he, shall treat these least commandments 
— meaning chiefly the ceremonies of the Jewish 
law — with disrepect, shall be least in tJie kingdom 
ofhewoen — that is, as the expression signified, 
shall be unfit to receive the Gospel — he has not 
been introduced to it in that convincing manner, 
which he might have been by the typical repre- 
sentations of the law. 

Notwithstanding, however, this may be the im- 
mediate meaning of the text, it may, without any 
force, be extended into a more general one. It 
may apply to any person who shall think it enough 
to be exact in great points, but not in small — 
who avoids great sins but indulges in little sins — 
and who not only does these things himself, but 
teaches his neighbour by his-example to do them 
also. 

More or lessr» no doubt, w6 are all sinners. The 
best of us cannot avoid the breach of these small 
commandments^ But he is the guilty person, who 
commits them with his eyes open. -^ In the fpl« 
lowing discourse, therefore, I shall show yon^rst, 
the guilt that attends even the least sins, when 
we allow the commission of them — and, secondly ^ 
the mischief of leading others into them by our 
example. ; 

'^ ' And, 
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/ And, first, let us consider, that the leist sin, if 
w^ commit it with our eyes open, is equally a con- 
tempt of God's law, as the greatest, though it is 
not of so malignant a nature. The same autho- 
rity that forbids perj ury, forbids swearing. If you 
have a regard for God, you will obey him in both 
cases. If you do not, it is plain, that in one 
case, you have some other fear upon you — you 
are afraid of the law, and therefore 9Void perjury : 
but in the other case, you are under no such fear, 
and therefore 5«t?etfr without scruple. The fear 
of God is plainly no restraint in either case. 

Again^ the pernicious^ nature of little sins ap^ 
pears, if we consider them, as carrying on, as it 
were, the trade of wickedness. In the commerce 
of the world we must have small mpney, as well 
as pieces of a larger value* And indeed these 
smaller pieces generally carry on the briskest part 
of the traffic. They are in every body's pocket, 
and always at hand for every little purchase^ 
— Thus it is with sin. Little sins are always 
ready to carry on the trade of iniquity ; ,which, 
without them, would often be interrupted. It is 
not every man, that dares commit murder, or 
adultery, or open theft; but numbers of men 
have their oath to swear, their commodious lie to 

L 3 ^ tell, 
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teUy or their little trick to over^reach an inad- 
vertent neighbour. All these things carry on the 
trade, and circulation of sinning ; and keep the 
^irit of wickedness alive. 

Consider, farther, that little sins generally make 
up in number, what they want in weight; and 
bring up the account in the end as roundly against 
you. Your conscience, perhaps, will not allow you 
to live in a course of downright drunkenness ; or 
to talk blasphemy : but you allow yourself, with-^ 
out scruple in drinking, now and then, to excess 
—in loose discourse -^ or occasionally in taking 
God's name in vain. To all these things you pay 
no attention : or if you condescend to excuse 
them, they are among yourtmavoidable infirmities: 
and if they were among your unavoidable infirmi- 
ties, it were well. But make yourself assured ofthifi 
point : for if you have the power to avoid these 
infirmities, they will surely be registered against 
you ; and may make a melancholy sum on the 
whole, however small you may consider e^ch par^ 
Hcular. What would you say to your debtor, if 
on calling him to account, he should tell you, 
that none of the articles against him were large 
sums — and therefore he hoped you would con- 
sider the debt of little consequence. Could you 

keep 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



SEHMON XXXVIII. 151 

keep your countenance at so ndiculoos a plea? 
Or if you were disposed to be serious, would uot 
you put him in mind, that several small suma 
might give the same amount as one large sum? 
To make us guard with greater caution against 
little offences, let us reflect, how very difficult it 
is to give men a true notion of their danger from 
them. A great crime condemns itaelf } but a 
little transgression is oilen an object too small for 
the eye of conscience, and escapes notice. Xhe^ 
man, for instance^ who should be taken in .^ 
theft, or should peijure himself in a court of 
justice, would be sel&ccmvicted* He could bavQ 
no excuse. But how many of ua injure our. 
neighbour'a character, and peace of mind, and 
yet nerer give ourselves the least concejrn about 
the matter ! And does it not, think you, show the 
great danger of little mns, when we thus commit 
them, sdmost without knowing we commit them? 
If, through negligence, we suffer them to become 
familiar with m^ are we excusable, do you supr 
pose, if we commit them at last without thinking 
abont them ? Through whose fault did webecomc 
thus familiar with them? If we had suffered ouf 
consciences to have been a little more tender at 
iirst, we should not afterwards have been so ca|r 

h 4^ lous. 
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loas. Thus by neglecting these least command, 
ments, we bring ourselves into the dangerous 
state of contracting wicked habits, and leading 
careless lives. 

But, still farther, these smaller breaches of duty 
will probably widen into greater. No man ever 
attained at once the highest degree of vice. He 
proceeds in wickedness, as he does in a journey, 
step by step. The smallest sin hath a tendency 
to the greatest ; and no man, if he allow himself 
in the beginning, can ariswer for the end. Sinful 
thoughts 4inchecked, quickly form themselves 
into sinful actions. One bad action draws on 
another — to excuse it — perhaps to carry n't 
farther into effect : and if you would know the 
progress, and the conclusion, hear what the 
Apostle says t whm lust hath conceived^ it bringeth 
forth sm ; and sin, when it is perfected, bringeth 
forth death — that is, such a death aa is the portion 
of the wicked. — And though all sinners may not 
run these great lengths, yet we may venture to 
affirm, none aUow themselves in the practice of 
little sins, who do not run much deeper in vice, 
than they themselves at first could have supposed. 
^ How often do we see this instanced in the mo- 
dest well-disposed youth — hitherto the delight of 

his 
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his friends/ and hope of his family. Fearless of 
danger, he enters the world in all the confidence 
of innocence. There he meets with vice under 
various forms— all of them alluring — most of 
them specious. Mirth and gaiety first seduce 
him.-i-The gaiety of youth is surely innocent. 
— AyCt certainly, if it be restrained by good 
principles, and occasionally examined. But the 
gaiety of youth, left to its own guidance, soon 
throws false lights over sin, and changes the 
pleasing innocence of youth into the deformed 
features of profligacy and guilt Thus the yoimg 
inadvertent sinner is drawn by degrees into bad 
company. He is next hedged in by the dread 
of singularity. All his early lessons are soon 
forgotten. To a variety of little transgressions 
the step is easy ; till one vice making way for 
another, he becomes at length as hardened as 
the worst} and as great a pest in society. 

Happy is that youth, who can see his way be- 
fore him, on entering the great scene of life, and 
can resolutely pursue it. Happy, too, is he, who 
sees his early errors; and after the slight mis- 
chief of a first mistake, avoids the greater mis- 
chief of a second, and dreads the consequence 
of persevering in error. 

Such 
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Such is the danger of breaking these least 
commsmdments. But now there is still a farther 
injunction^ laid upon us. As we are forbidden 
to break them ourselves, so are wj^ forbidden to 
teach others to break them. 

The world, indeed, is not without such profli- 
gate professors, as teach others {o sin by precept. 
Wickedness, with many people, is a kind of 
trade, learned, as it were, by apprenticeship* — 
Our discourse, however, is not directed to these 
masters in the art of sinning ; but to those only, 
who teach these least conunandments by their 
example, withotU direcUy intending it. 

And in this way how common is it for us all 
to transgress ! Which of us is sufficiently guarded 
in our word^ and actions ? Which of us is not 
apt, by saying and doing improper things, to 
mislead young people especially into opinions and 
practices very incorrect. In discussing characters 
this is particularly the case; in which discus- 
sions, without much care, many prejudices and 
false conceptions are infused* 

With regard to amusements, too, in which we 
are all so apt to err, we should consider tlie ex- 
cess, in which we indulge, as not only prejudi- 
cial to ourselves; but as involving those als(>, 

who 
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who unite with us in these amusements. The 
example becomes complicated ; and a n^iischief 
divided among all, though it appealr light to 
each, is in fact multiplied. Young people are 
prone to pleasure, and early learn these grateful 
lessons; -^Parents, therefore, and masters, should 
be particularly careful to distinguish between 
amusements^ and a life ofommement} and shbuld 
teach nothing by their example^ which they 
should blush to inculcate on precept: especially 
as one example may do more harm, than tea 
lessons can eradicate. 

It is thus, too, in all those little domestic ittr 
dulgences, which we are so apt to allow ---in 
eati^ig, in drinking, in sleeping, and varioua 
other things. To see them in their proper light, 
we should not consider each little indulgence by 
itself; but should take a view of the whole in- 
dulged life together. We then see not only hbw 
these indulgences break in upon our time, and 
unfit us, more or less, for the offices of our sta^ 
tion*— we not only see how we mispend that 
money upon them, which was intrusted to us for 
better purposes; but how we mislead many, 
especially those who are dependent upon us, 
and may therefore wish to screen themselves 
behind our example. 

I shall 
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I shall mention only one point more. Theie 
maybe reasonable excuses for absenting ourselves 
occasionally from church. But when these oc- 
casions frequently, and needlessly occur, they 
are hot properly a breach of these least com- 
mandments, but are afiences of a high nature. 
As a religious observance of the Sabbath is com- 
monly esteemed one of the best preservatives of 
religion, masters of families, and heads of pa- 
rishes, ought to be very attentive to their con- 
duct in this respect. If they have no higher 
idea of the Sabbath themselves, than that it is a 
good restraint on low people, they are certaihly 
chargeable with great mischief, if they teach 
them, as their example infallibly will, to despise 
or neglect their best, and often their only means 
of instruction. 

Thus, my brethren, I have endeavoured to 
show you, from several considerations, the dan- 
gerous consequences. of not paying attention to 
whkt are called these least commandments ; and 
likewise how mischievous it is to set an example 
to others of breaking them. Now, what I h$ve 
said, is chiefly addressed to those, who may not 
perhaps think much amiss of their own condi- 
tion, because they are guilty of no great sins^ 

but 
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but only of such ofibnces, as they are themselves 
inclined to think triflings and for that reason 
hope they will be thought trifling in the eyes of 
ia merciful God* 

This self-deceit, I fear, is not uncommon. 
Every great sin has a number of smaller sins, 
which are nearly allied to it, and may be said to 
range under it. Thus anger, envy, and malice, 
are allied to murder; — insincerity, artifice, ^nd 
tricking, to theft; — swearing to peijury ;-^and 
eviUpeaking to bearing false witness : and many 
many people, who mean to be sincere, too often 
think it sufficient to keep their eye fixed on each 
of these greater sins, as if these were the only 
points to be avoided j while the smaller sins in 
alliance with them, creep in unobserved : or, if 
observied, are thought worthy of little notice.-— 
It is this weakness, this great thoughtlessness 
of human nature, which I have been endeavourr 
ing.to oppose; and I should hope I have said 
enough to convince you, that even the very 
smallest sin is not to be passed over. If we 
commit it with pur eyes open, hov^ever small we 
may think it, we turn it into guilt 

You will remember, however, that I make a 
distiaction between committing little sins, anjd 

allowing 
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alhmng them. I mentioned this in the begin- 
ning of my discourse; and all I have said pro- 
ceeds on this distinction. God forbid, that little 
sins should shut us out from the throne of grace ! 
We may be drawn by surprise, by ignorance, by 
Infirmity, to commit sin. No doubt, we all are. 
But the Grospel assures us, that all these stains 
may be washed away by a liearty and sincere re- 
pentance. Thanks be to God, through Jesus 
Christ our Redeemer, f<Nr this inestimable bless- 
ing! In gratitude, then, to that God, who has 
promised to accept our imperfect services, and 
to wash away our sins in the blood of Christ, let 
us make those sins as few as we can : and the 
best way to avoid all sin, is to endeavour to 
avoid even the least* 

" In our temporal afiairs^ where one man is 
ruined by great neglects, a thousand are ruined 
by paying no attention to trifles. And the reason 
is plain. Our ruin comes on unperceived. A 
man trifles away his fortune in little expences* 
This is only a trifle, and that is only a trifle : 
till one trifle added to another, bring on ruin. 
The man of prudence sees this easy progress, 
and avoids it. Let us then endeavour td be as 
wise in our spiritual affiiirs, as we are in our tem- 
poral. 
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poral. God intended tliis world as a school for 
the next. Here then at least let the thoughtless 
Jearn. The world is their owa book. Let them 
read in this, if not in the Scripture ; and assure 
themselves, that if little neglects in the manage- 
ment of their affairs lead to ruin in this world, 
Uttle neglects in religion will as certainly lead to 
ruin in the next. 



SEKMON 
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Matthew, xxvi. ^5. 

AND P£T£R REMEMBERED THE WORDS OF JESUS ; 
BEFORE THE COCK CROW, THOU SHALT DENT 
ME THRICE. AND HE WENT OUT, AND WEPT 
BITTERLY. 



St. PETER'S denial of Christ is one of the 
most surprising stories of the Bible. That an 
apostle, who always appeared the firmest, and 
most confident among his brethren, should deny 
his master : that he who had been so long, and 
so intimately connected with the blessed Jesus 
— had seen him perform such mighty works, and 
had heard his divine discourses, should ever be 
induced to say, I know not theman, would scarce 
come within the bounds of belief, if it had not 
been so well attested. 

Noyr 
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Now, as people are very apt, in these cases, to 
shelter themselves under the sins of holy men, it 
may be useful to compare the case of St. Peter 
with that of the generality of modern sinners. I 
mean not to extenuate his guilt ; but only to 
show, that we should not be forward in making 
it an apology for our own. This comparison 
shall be the subject of the following discourse. 

First, then, as St. Peter thought himself in im- 
minent danger, he was under a strong impression 
K>ifear. He bad often seen his master free him- 
self from danger ; and knowing he had the power 
to do it whenever he pleased, no doubt, he ex- 
pected it in this extremity. But when he now 
found him in the high priest's hall — surrounded 
by guards — put upon his trial for life — and every 
thing going against him — he was intimidated 
with all this awful parade; and being himself 
questioned as a companion of Jesus, his fear got 
the better of him, and in his distress he denied 
having any knowledge of his Master. 

But have our offences the excuse of St. Peter's 
sin ? Are we ever in danger of our lives for our 
religion? In ancient times indeed the martyr had 
often dreadful moments to encounter; and if 

VOL. ir. M his 
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i/> he^rt Aa</fi|iQted lender th^ terrors t)iat tbreat- 
enpd him, he had the infirmities of nature to 
plead. But in qur dayj^ this fcftr is over. We 
are newr called to suffer ei^tremities fpr the Gos* 
pel. And y^t we are continually 46nying our 
Lord and Master, even when thp world goes 
smoothly with US. Every sin we commit is a 
denial of Chriqti and is committed, npt through 
the fear of danger, but in a worse cause — to ob- 
tain some wwldly gr^itigpation. 

But St* Peter was no( onlj und^r the impres: 
sion offiar^ he was under the impression of (/i^ 
appmLtmeni also* Finn 9s he cQ^ceiv^ his fftith, 
be had not yet entirely gottep ri4 Q^ his worldly 
prejudices. It doe^ pQt i^ppe^r, that^ the $(pQst;le8 
were thoroughly acqvainted with the nature of 
the MesjSiiah's kingdom, till ^fter they had re** 
ceived the Holy Qhpst. St. Peter, therefore, 
not expecting to see matter?, brovight to %h\% ex- 
tremity, seemed conyineed, that 9JI his hopes flf, 
he knew not what power $li^4. dominion, were 
now over : and he was noX enough confirmed in 
his neligion, to be well assured of wbat he had to 
expect in their room*. Had it Xio\ been for this 
dikppointment, it is probable he might ^il^ have 
mastered his fear. 

But 
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But here again the sinners of these days hwe 
not St. Peter^s excuse. We are under no diss^ 
pointment. To us the idea of a crucified Saviour 
is familiar. We never expected him to appear 
in any worldly glory. St Peter's sin, therefore, 
was light in comparison of ours, whose faith is 
shaken by no disappointment 

We may plead farther in St. Peter's cafe, that 
he was taken by surprise. However under the 
influence of fear and disappointment, if be had 
had time to recollect himself, he might still have 
stood firm. But in the midst of the dishearten- 
ing scene of his Master's trial, the temptation 
came suddenly upon him ; and though the denial 
was repeated three times, yet each succeeding 
denial was only a confirmation of what went 
before. He bad no time for recollection. 

Now, in this particular of St. Peter's case, it 
is true there is nothing uncommon. It might be 
the case of* any of us. We may^all be surprised 
into sin, a» he was. But let us consider that. his 
only sins^ so far as we know, were sms of sur- 
prise. Let us then ask ourselves, whether our 
sins against Christ are merely such ? Is it by sur- 
prise ^at men feel so little of religion at their 
hearts as they commonly do ? and that the world 

M 2 so 
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^a entirely possesses their thoughts ? Is it by sur- 
prise that they defraud their neighbours? that 
their; hearts are full of malice and envy?, that 
they are continually taking God^s name in vain, 
and shocking the ears of all sober Christians with 
the most horrid oaths and imprecations? Is it 
by surprise that they break the Sabbath, by mak- 
ing it a day of pastime ? that they come so little 
Xq churcJi? and many of them never. to, the sa- 
crament? .If we are not surprised into these 
.things ; but commit them deliberately, fre- 
iquently, and with our eyes open, there is a great 
.diffe;rence between such sins^ and the sin. of St. 
Peter, His sin prpceeded from the frailty of 
^buman nature : such sins, as I have been point- 
ing out, proceed from the depravity of the heart. 
This leads to another distinction between his 
sin, and the generality of our ^ins. His heart was 
good. His affections were right. All his inclina- 
tions, all his purposes,, and all his habits, were on 
,the jside of. religion. One qnsjiispected avenue 
was left uQguarded. In the moment of temptii- 
tion he gave way : but here was no injury done 
'to the goodness. of his, heart. The offence he had 
committed was a blot easily wiped off: a shower 
of penitential tears washed it away. No stain 
remained. 

Now, 
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Now, in the generality of our transgressionsi 
it is otherwise. The heart is coinmonly first corr 
Srupted. There, too, often lies the seat of our 
wickedness^ There our reformation should begin. 
In those secret recesses, hid from the world, the 
wickedness of man is first hatched. It is out of 
the heart that fornications^ and adulteries, we 
are told, and thefts, and murders . proceed. 
St. Peter admonishes the sorcerer Simon» that his 
lieart was not right in the sight of God* This was 
the first thing he should have corrected. It is 
happy, when we can keep our words^ and actions, 
within the bounds of decency and propriety j 
but neither our words, nor actions, can be de- 
pended on, unless the. heart be correct There 
lie the motives of action. The stream is cleansed 
in vain, if the fountain be left foul. Cleanse 
that, and all will be pure. . 

Besides, St. Peter's denial of Christ was only 
in his words. And though we are told, that by 
our words we shall be justified, and by our words 
:we shall be condemned — that is, our words shall 
^certainly go in part to make up our acquittal, or 
our condemnation — ^yet in few cases, they are 
istained with the guilt of wicked actions. In some 
cases, they may have equal, or even greater 
> m3 guilt j 
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guilt ; as when you injure your neighbour's cha- 
racter^ you may do him greater mischief, than if 
you took his purse. — But, in general, the wicked 
action brings the mischief more home to others ; 
and of course, the guilt more home to ourselves. 
You fall into a violent passion, for instance, with 
your neighbour ; and reproach him with abusive 
language. This is bad : but the law, with great 
justice, takes much less notice of this, than if 
you should attack his person. Again, you talk 
loosely ; it is Criminal no doubt. But when your 
guilty pleasures involve others in your sins, the 
mischief is still greater. 

Thus St. Peter's denial of Christ in a few be* 
sitating words, is nothing in comparison of that 
guilt which attends the denial of him by a wicked 
life. Does the intemperate man, the debauched 
man, or the drunkard, suppose, that by merely 
professing himself a Christian, he acknowledges 
Christ? By no means : every act of intemperance 
cries out in louder language than St Peter's, / 
hiow not the man. Or does the blasphemer, the 
common swearer, or the Sabbath-breaker, ima- 
, gine, that because he is bom in a Christian coun- 
try, he has any connection with Christ? By no 
means : every time he blasphemes, or curses, or 
breaks the -Sabbath, he cries out in Jouder lan- 
guage 
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guage than St FeteT\ I know net the man.-^ 
Or does he, who cheats and defraiids his neigh- 
bour, cherishes malicious designs against him, 
and intends, if he can, to do him a private mis^ 
chief, suppose that he has any connection with 
Christ? All his thoughts, and all his actions, are 
continually crying out^ What is Christ to me? 
I know not the man. -^Many, too, there are, who 
are not stained with any notorious offences : yet» 
being entirely engaged in the businiess or plea- 
sures of the world, live constantly, as it were, 
out of the sight of G6d^ and trouble themselves- 
but little with the afiairs of religion. Such per- 
sons cdnno^ tiiink they have any regard foir 
Christ : th^if Own hearts must tell them, they 
know not the mfth. 

Th£ last particular we take notice of in St» 
Peter's denial of Christ, is his repentance. He 
had tio sooner committed the sin, than he endea- 
voured to wash it away with the tears of peni^ 
tence. Repentance consists in a thorough change 
both of heart and life. St. Petei'^s heart, we 
conceive, wanted little change. It was right iri 
the sight of God : and as to his /i^, so far was 
he from ever denying his Master after this, that 
M 4 he 
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he continued ever afterwards the most emhient 
example, of apostolic constancy ; and at length 
sufiered martyrdom for the sake of Christ, and 
his religion. 

Happy would it be for as, if we could imitate 
the penitence, as we do the sin of St« Peter. But 
sin, and repentance, I fear, are not always con- 
nected. Repentance is a serious thing. To strip 
bad habits from a corrupted heart, is stripping 
off the skin. Yet, however reluctant we are, if 
our repentance be sincere, it must be done. It 
is not being sorry for our sins, or even weeping 
Utterly, that is repentance. If it end there, it 
is fear only. When do we repent, like St. Peter, 
once for all? St. Peter denied Christ onqej but 
he never, in thought, word, -or deed, so far as we 
know, denied him again. 

Thus I have compared the circumstances of 
St. Peter's sin, with the circumstances of those 
sins which we commonly commit ; and I hope 
the comparison will show us, that his sin afibrds 
little cover to any of us who ibay wish to shdtef 
ourselves under it. 

I shall conclude with a few general remarks on 
the subject. As all Scripture is given us for our 

instruction. 
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instruction, we may be assured that the sins and 
failings of holy men are recorded for that purpose 
also* Let us then see what particular uses they 
chiefly serve. 

In the first placcy they teach us caution. Dan- 
ger is the great incitement to fear : and fear pro- 
duces caution. What multiplied reason, therefore, 
have we to fear from the dangers of our Christian 
warfare, which beset us on every side-— dangers 
which have overcome saints ! When an Apostle 
falls, what have we to expect ? 

Secondly^ we learn from the miscarriages of 
these holy persons a striking lesson of humility. 
From our own bad dispositions we have ground 
enough for humility. But when we see such 
illustrious examples of holiness sometimes in- 
volved in sin, we have reason to be humbled* to 
the lowest degree. 

The miscarriages of eminent persons adminis- 
ter comfort also. If only the bright side of these 
exalted characters had been placed before us, and 
all their failings had been concealed, it might 
^t have led us to despair. It might have discou- 
raged our exertions. But when we see they are 
men of like passions with ourselves, we proceed 
with greater courage to follow their steps : and to 
struggle more patiently wi^ our own difficulties. 
9 From 
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From the case before us, Wdleirn also, that ive 
Matid codi^tantly in tie^d df the a^sisi^ne^ of Ood^^ 
Holy Spirit. When we pray for it, And attend to 
its holy suggestions, God hath promised to vcmch- 
safe iti But if we depend upon ourselves, we 
meet dangei* unarmed. This seems to have been 
St. Petet's case. Through his confidence, he 
depended on himself. God, td show him his 
weakness, withdrew hip grace, and he fell. 

One lessotl more the sins of eminent saints 
may teach us ; and that is, the necessity of k 
Saviour. Such ini^tattCei show us plainly, that 
nobody can live free from siri. If the holiest men 
stood ill lie^d of forgiveness whidh Can duly be 
obtained through the atonement of a Savioiir, 
what would become of the bulk df mankind 
without it? 

On the whole, then, happy are they, Who ctttt 
make a proper use of every scriptural lesson — 
who can read their Bibles with pious and humble 
hearts — can follow the holy examples that are 
set them — and turii even the faults of good men 
to their own advantage. 
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Ephesians, iv. 26. 

BE YE ANGRY, AND SIN NOT. 



Some explain this text as if it were a positive 
command against anger— as il*the Apostle bad 
said, Be angry without sin, if ye can : but as 
th9t is impossible, it follows, that it is sinful to be 
angry. 

I do not like such interpretations. They are 
a charge upon God Almighty for creating what is 
useless and hurtful. There is no doubt, but all 
OUT appetites and passions are in themselves 
right : they are all implanted in us by an alWise 
Creator ; and must serve some wise end. 

To 
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To talk, therefore, of rooting out any of our 
passions, is idle. We act agreeably to the de- 
signs of Providence, when we govern them. Like 
bands of soldiers, when they submit to govern- 
ment, they fig^t in the cause of truth ; it is only 
when they mutiny, and set up for themselves, 
that they are mischievous. 

In the following discourse, I shall consider, 
Jirsty the end of the passion of anger: — secondly ^ 
the rules laid down in Scripture for the regulation 
of it J and, lastly ^ the power we have to observe 
these rules. 

With regard to the end of anger, it seems to 
be implanted in us for two purposes — as a guard 
against sudden danger — and as a strong expres-' 
sion of our indignation at what is wrong. 
• Now it is evident, that the resolutions of reason 
(whose office it is to compare different things, and 
to form a judgment on the comparison) n)ust of 
course be deliberate. In many cases, therefore, if 
reason were our onlyprinciple of action, bidcoji- 
sequences might follow. God Almighty, there- 
fore, (whose wisdom in his creation will always 
the more appear, the more we examine it) hath 
furnished us with certain appetites and passions^ 

which 
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which act of themselves, independent even of 
the will, yet always under the control of reason. 
. Thus, for instance, the preservation of life re- 
quires daily supplies of food. But if this busi- 
ness were left wholly to reason, it is probable 
this abstracted principle might not always be 
ready to attend its charge. As a remedy against 
this inconvenience, God hath implanted in us the 
strong appetftes of hunger and thirst; which, by 
their assiduous importunity, sufficiently keep us 
attentive to this necessary care. But it is by no 
means intended, that the business should be left 
entirely to the appetite. It hath done its duty, 
,when it hath drawn the animal to its food. Rea- 
son should then direct, how far th^ appetite 
sliould be indulged or restrained. 

It is thus. with the passion of anger. In our 
intercourse with the world we must sometimes 
meet with cases which threaten danger, and make 
opposition necessary. Now, were reason our 
only conductor on every emergence of this kind 
r-7-were a man, for instance, when assaulted by 
his enemy, not to lift up his hand in his own de-' 
fence, till he had maturely weighed the causjp,^ 
the nature, and the different circumstances of 
the offered injury, together with the proper re- 
, sentment 
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icaitment that is necessary to be sbown-^it k 
evident that such delay might be attended with 
great danger. God hath therefore implanted in 
us the passions of fear and anger j which, before 
reason hath time to weigh things, at once take 
the alarm. They may be called the sentinels, or 
Ottt^posts, of reason^ and provide against the first 
onset of danger. Fear exerts itself when the 
danger, on a sudden view, appears formidably : 
anger, when it s^pears within our abilities to 
oppose* 

But there seems to be another end pointed out 
in this passion, which is to give a strong expres- 
sion of our indignation at what is wrong. Here, 
too, anger seems to assume the same office as 
before. It is an honest principle of nature, a^id 
steps forth as the prompt guard of virtue. When 
the common swearer prolanes the name of God 
•^ when the profligate boasts his debaucheries— <^ 
or the infidel scofis at religion ---^an indignation 
will naturally arise in an honest mind, as the first 
impulse of nature to check the impudence of 
vice^ We have an instance of this even in our 
blessed Saviour himself. When the Pharisees 
found fault with his healing diseases on the Sab- 
bath d^y^ he was grieved at the bwdness of their 
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hffc^U, ^fi are tfild, i^Q^ loo^d on them xdt^ 
anger %^ It dpea not app^r that he rebuked 
them with »¥)y tbiQg hut ii \Qt^. 

AQger» hQW^ver> «s ng re^i^Qp^r i it will never 
coovince* It immediately, therefore, hecome^ 
the o^ce of rettaon tp tftke the l^ad } s^n^ to treat 
the enemies of religion and virtue aa pmdence 
directs. 

Havino thus seen what 9eema to b^ the end 
of the passion of anger, we shall qqw be hotter 
onabled to com^hend the e^.o«llonc$ pf those 
rules, which the Gospel hath given U9 in various 
parts, for the regulation of it It i^bould not be 
^j^i^^mr-T-, it should not h»t 1mg-^i\ should no( 
be. rm^d hy tr^$. 

First, it should not be e^cesm^e. This naturally 
follows from considering the «ad of anger, which 
k to protect us from injury : whei?eas rage, or 
anger worked up to its gre«teat height, disarmii 
a man, and lays him open tQ his enemy. For» 
thoi^h a degree of anger has often its us^ yet 
ita e:i^ce8ses never can« A contest, carried on by 
rage or anger, without reason,^ is the contest of a 
brute : and we know the advantage which the 

• Mark, iii. 5- 
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reason of a man has over the ungoverned rage of 
a beast. Besides, excessive anger, t¥hich is in 
itself wrong, is very often also employed in a bad 
cause. A man, under the influence of any tur- 
bulent passion, sees things in a false light: he mis- 
takes one thing for another. If his anger, how- 
ever, though improperly raised, be only suddai 
and moderate, no great harm can ensue. It may 
be checked — an apology may be made— -the bad 
effect may be removed* But if it be wrought up 
into rage, he may commit a thousand things, 
during the intervals of such temporary madness, 
of which he may repeiit as long a3 he lives. — 
The Scriptures, therefore, are full of exhorta- 
tions to meekness and gentleness, everywhere 
opposing the violence of passion ; and the world 
is full of examples, which show the mischief of 
not listening to these wholesome exhortations. 

The second scriptural regulation of anger, is, 
that it should not last long. Then it becomes 
malice and revenge. It ceases to be a passion ; 
and is changed into a vice. All sight of its end 
is lost. It takes possession of the heart ; and 
forms a wicked diabolical principle. In a word, 
nothing can be more unchristian. Revenge is 
everywhere forbidden, as most unbecoming the 

Christian 
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Christian profession: and hence the Apostle 
takes particular care to guard us against it, by 
enjoining us not to suffer the sun to go down 
upon our wrath. 

The third regulation of anger is, that it should 
not be raised by trifles. Nothing can be more 
unbecoming, than to suffer our reason to be dis- 
turbed by every little accident — to be pushed^ 
as it were, off its throne, and its seat usurped by 
passions so unfit to govern. Besides, nothing 
can be more imprudent than this hasty disposi- 
tion.. He who is known to be of a passionate 
temper, giveff great advantages to those who wish 
him ill ; who will often be tempted, by a hasty 
wordy to put him off his guard, that he may lay 
himself open to their malice-- ror at least expose 
himself to ridicule. Farther, nothing can be so 
troublesome to ourselves, as a temper thus easily 
excited to passion. True happiness consists in 
the calm of an undisturb^ mind. ' Every ruffle, 
every heat of passion, breaks in so much upon 
our peace and happiness. How wanting, there- 
fore, are we to ourselves, when we thus put it 
into the power of every trifle to disturb our re- 
pose ? But, above all, such anger as is raised by 
trifles, is very unchristian. Our Saviour severely 

VOL. II. N censures 
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censui^s it, declaring that he who is angry with 
his brother without a cause is greatly faulty ; 
and shall certainlyt hereafter, be accountable for 
it« Such are the regulations we must ob- 
serve, if*we would be (s^ngty and yetwit sin. 

. But some person may say, I am naturally of a 
hasty temper* Anger is an involuntary passion : 
it is n^rely constitutional i and I may aa well 
pretend to satisfy my hunger by an act of rea- 
son, as to curb my passion. 

This is not the case } and that we allt there- 
fore, have the power, if we would use it, of mo- 
derating our anger» diall be the next subject of 
our inquiry. 

Let us examine, first, the use of reason in this 
matter. When we are assaulted by any sudden 
danger, the passion of anger, as hath been ex* 
plained, acts involuntarily, and does not wait for 
the influence of reason. So far we are blamdess. 
But as soon as the first assault is over, it hath 
certainly no farther foundation in nature. A man 
may then listen to his reason, if he please : his 
anger hath had its course. He may, at any rate, 
hold his tongue ; or he may keep out of the way 
of his adversary. He may not, perhaps, think 

this 
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this rninly ; but it is very Christistit* It will at 
least give his passion time to cooL His reason 
may then review what hath already been done 
by passion, whether too little or too much ; and 
prescribe what shall farther be done. Hence, 
therefore, we have it in our powter to avoid rage 
and revenge ; for both these are occasioned by 
our voltmUirih/ suffering the eMess or the canti- 
nuance of anger, when we mighty if we pleased, 
(the first assault being now over,) have listened 
to the dictates of cooler reason. Of course, 
therefore, a man is accountable for every thing 
he does in his passion, after this period. 

And indeed human laws, in a great d^ree, 
make this distinction. They consider the pro- 
vocation ; and, if that be great, they make al- 
lowance for what a mlui does in the first trans- 
port. But when that is over, an unwarrantable 
action will be considered in its proper light. 
Thus, if a man should put to inrtant <tebth an 
adulterer, caught with his wife, the law, consi- 
dering so notorious a provocation, might proba- 
bly deal gently with him. But if the offended 
.person should afterwards kill the adulterer in 
cool blood, though the injury and provocation 
remained stiU the same, the offence would 
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unquestionably be considered in a different 
light. , : 

In the course of oiir livies, however; it is happy 
that we oftener meet with little things than great 
things to* disturb us. On this head; therefore, 
we ought chiefly to be guarded. We surely may. 
As the angry man, who is boiliiig over on every 
little occasion, has it continually in his mouth, 
that he cannot get the better of his pi*opensity 
to passion, I should beg leave to ask hiin,' if he 
do not think, or rather, if he be not certain, he 
could command himself before his superiors, or 
if a sum of money depended on it?' Do not let 
him then pretend to say he cannot do it. What 
he means is, that it may be difficult; but 
he could do it, if he either had the same reve- 
rence for God that he has for an earthly supe- 
rior, or the same regard for the laws of the Gos- 
pel which he has for a sum of moneyl If,' there- 
fore, he can check his passion in one instance, 
he may in another ; arid if so, hje may form a 
habit of checking it By striving against pas-- 
sion, he will grow habitually more calm, and less 
ready to fall into it on every trifling occasion. 
There is nothing indeed so difficult, i;trhicli habit 
or custom will not render easy. It governs our 
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thoughts — it biasses our judgme»t-r— it sways 
our actions — it influences our passions^; even 
prejudices it will conquer: even the .force of 
nature it will overcome. By- it, .therefore, we 
are happily enabled to correct all our bad pro- 
pensities, and turn our passions into their pro- 
per channels. The constitutions of men un- 
doubtedly differ. Some are naturally warmer 
than others, and must take more pains in con^ 
quedrlg their peculiar infirmities. But it is a 
truth, that they who are even naturally most 
warm may, by a strenuous endeavour, consid- 
erably overcome an irritable temper. 

But, in all the difficulties which arise from the 
management of our passions and appetites^ we 
maybe assisted by the Holy Spirit of God; if we 
earnestly pray for it, and carefully use our own 
best endeavours. What may be impossible with 
men, is possible with God. 

LfeT our anger, then, be the anger of men, 
and not of beasts. Moderate anger, on proper 
occasions, we see, is not the thing that is blamed 
in us. But if we do not immediately put it 
under the direction of reason, we become guilty 
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of that angeri which the text, and every other 
part of Scripture, calls sir^. 

Let us, then, in the Apostle's language, put 
away from us, on every trifling occasion, all 
anger; and, on every occasion, malice and re- 
venge. We are all the children of one parent. 
We are all in pursuit of nobler things than the 
things of this world; which are not, in fact, 
worth the disturbance they give us. We all 
ought, by getting the better of our unruly pas- 
sions, to fit ourselves for that state where all is 
gentlei^e^s and love. Let us then be kind one ta 
another, and tender-hearted ; forgiving one an« 
other little injuries, even as 6od» for Christ's 
sake, hath forgiven us the greatest. 
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Matthew, vi. 14. 

FOR IF YE FORGIVE MEN THEIR TRESPASSES, YOUR 
HEAVENLY FATHER WILL ALSO FORGIVE YOU. 



Our blessed Saviour giving his disciples that 
celebrated form of prayer, called the Lord's 
Prayer, at the conclusion of it inserts a petition 
which was not very agreeable to the common no- 
tions of mankind, and was particularly ofiensive to 
the Jews : Forgive us our trespasses^ aswe^rgroe 
them that trespass against us. Accordingly, when 
he had ended the prayer, he added, in the words 
of the text, as laying a particular stress on this 
part of the petition. For if ye forgive nten their 
trespasses^ your heiwenly Father mil also forgive 
you. 

N 4 From 
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From these words I shal\y^rstj explain to you 
the duty of forgiveness ; and, secondly, point out 
the motives that should engage you to practise it. 

By forgiving an injury, is meant, in general, 
remitting that punishment, which in strict justice 
it deserves. In some cases, such remission would 
be improper. All injuries, in the first place, that 
pass under the name of crimes, and tend to the 
ruin of society — as murder, adultery, and theft 
— ought never to be passed over. If you have it 
in your power to bring an action of this kind to 
justice, you ought by all means to do it. By not 
doing it, you encourage bad men to continue their 
wickedness--^you suffer sin to triumph— you are, 
in a degree, answerable for the crimes, such men 
may afterwards commit. Christ certainly never 
meant to fill the world with wickedness ; but,.by 
enjoining us to forgive little offences, to diffiise 
gentleness and happiness among mankind. 

There may be injuries, too, of a very h'^h na- 
ture, though they relate only to ourselves, which 
we are not required to overlook. Our property 
may be invaded so deeply, as to require the 
assistance of the law j or our characters may be 
injured in such a way, as to bring great mischief 

on 
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on our coiK^erns, and make it right to vindicate 
our innocence. In most cases, however, of*thi» 
latter kind, the good Christian will take no no- 
tice of the dOTence, but will leave his actions to 
live down the calumny. 

In ail cases,, however, whether you pursue a 
public or a private injury, three things must in- 
variably be observed, if you mean to pursue an 
injury like a Christian. 

In the first place, you have no right to do 
yourselves justice in any case. It is against every 
law of reason aud equity, that any man should be 
a judge of his own matter. He is blinded by 
passion and prejudice, and never fails to make an 
injiu^y greater than it is. -r- Scripture spmks the 
same language ; and never allows us, (unless in 
self-defence, which is always an excepted case,) 
to right ourselves. The sword is always consid- 
ered in the Gospel, as put into the magistrate's 
hand for the punishment of evil doers.. All private 
means, therefore, of redress are only so many 
difierent kinds of revenge. 

But, , secondly ,. though we are allowed to seek 
redress in urgent cases, we must take care not to 
do it in the spirit of malice— we must not make 
revenge our motive, while we make justice our 

V. pretence. 
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pretence. In some cases» motives may be so much 
alike that it may not be easy to separate them. It 
may not be easy to distinguish whether a charitable 
action is done through mere compassion, or from 
a sense of duty — or whether what the Apostle calls 
godly sorrow, may not be worldly sorrow. But 
the features of malice and revenge are so much 
their own, that here we can hardly mistake. 

Lastly, if the injury relate to any private matt 
ter, which can be compounded, (crimes indeed 
are of a nature which will not admit composi^ 
tion,) it is your duty to listen to the first equita* 
ble ofier of agreement. And be not too strict in 
your t^ms of accommodation. If your adver* 
saiy have a heart disposed to relent, whatever 
you give up for the sake of peace will be abunt 
dantly repaid by the blessings of religion. 
. But nowy though in some cases, and under 
just i^strictions, it may be thus allowable to treat 
an ofifence with severity, we must consider that 
th^e are cases which in general scarcely bap^ 
pen to a man twice in. his life ; whereas hardly a 
day occurs, in which some little jealousy, or con- 
tradiction, or provocation, does not call upon us 
for the exercise of the duty of forgiveness. And 
it must needs be, that all this offence will be coii- 

9 tinually 
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tinually arising. For the minds and apprehen- 
sions of men are as different as their faces. There 
are, in every place, people who are violent, or 
wrong-headed, or ill-tempered, or proud, or in- 
solent, or vain, or self-conceited ; and, let a man 
act with the greatest prudence, he cannot always 
keep out of their way. He will be affronted--* 
or he will be defamed— or his best actions will 
be misconstrued — or something will be conti- 
nually arising to administer offence. 

Now, though we cannot always avoid these 
offences, yet we ought always to live in the habit 
of overlooking and forgiving them. The afikirs 
of the world Indeed require it. There are a hun- 
dred little trespasses in society, of which the law 
takes no notice. It cannot. Courts of justice 
would not suffice to hold them — nor magistrates 
to hear them. The law, therefore, prudendy 
leaves men to settle these little matters among 
themselves : and the Gospel goes a step farther, 
by ordering us to settle them by forgiving them. 
Nay, it tells us, that if our brother trespass against 
us seven limes in a day^ and seven times in a day 
turn again and repent, we mustjbrgive him. Am 
the good Christian therefore prays daily, because 
it is his duty ; so, for the same reason, he for- 
gives 
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gives offences daily. One is no more his duty 
than the.othen If he be sincere in his prayers, 
he will be sincere also in the exercise of a for- 
giving temper. To no duty he is morfe earnestly 
excited. 

But here one thing more should be considered. 
There is a great difference — and the Scripture 
plainly points it out— ^between^r^iVi/ig- an in^ 
jury; that is, remitting the punishment which 
in strict justice it deserves, Bxidjbrgmng it like 
a Christian; that is, forgiving it from the heart. 
So likewise^ says our Saviour, shaU rmf hewerdy 
Father do unto you^ ifyefromYOVTi UEARTsJbr- 
give not every one his brother their trespasses.' 
The former, that is, the bare remission of 
punishment, may often proceed from wprldly 
motives. It may proceed from prudence, as in- 
tending some temporal interest— ^it may proceed 
from cowardice, from fearing the resentment of 
an enemy — it may proceed from deceit, from 
laying by resentment at present, in the hope of 
a more favoui^able opportunity of showing it. 
Of all this sort of forgiveness may be observed, 
what our Saviour said on another occasion *— he 
who practises it^ hath his retvard: the worldly 
interest, of whatever kind, which he serves by 
. ' it. 
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it, IS the only reward he must expect. There 
IS nothing heavenly in such forgiveness. The 
forgiveness ordered in Scripture is always un- 
derstood to be theforgweness of the heart, which 
alone :entitles us to the blessings of the text. 
And if you want to know whether your forgive- 
ness be of that kind, ask your heart plainly 
whether you would be ready to do the person 
who has injured you a kindness. If you cannot 
bring yourself to this, or if you should be re- 
joiced to hear of any mischief that had befallen 
him, you may be assured you have not yet 
gained that forgiving temper which the Gospel 
enjoins. 

Having thus endeavoured to explain to you 
the great duty of foi^ving an injury, I proceed 
now (as I proposed secondly) to show you on 
what motives we are called in. Scripture to prac- 
tise it We^ are called by the most powerful 
motives that can be used — such as are addressed 
to our gratiiude, our.hopeSj and pur fears. 

In the first place, pur gratitude engages us to 
forgive others, asGod^forChrisfs sake, hathjor- 
given us. 

Now, whoever seriously considers the weight 
of this argument — whoever seriously considers 

the 
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the situation of man with regard to God — the 
numberless offences we have committed, and are 
daily committing, against him, in thought, word, 
and deed*— the tender, afiectionate method, 
which God hath taken to reconcile us to him- 
i»lf, by the death of Christ, to forgive our ini- 
quities, and restore us to his favour-^whoever 
<x>nsiders these things as seriously as he ought, 
must see, in a very strong light, the force of this 
.persuasive argument. Shall not I forgive my 
brother some trifling misbehaviour, when God 
forgives me such numberless offences ? Shall I 
take my brother by the throat for an hundred 
pence, saying. Pay me that thou owest, when God 
hath forgiven me ten thousand talents f — In 
short, if such an argument, so addressed to our 
feelings, hath no effect upon a man, nothing can 
have an effect upon him. Christianity and he 
are yet at variance. 

They who cannot be excited to forgive others 
by the princq>le o^ gratitude, may perhaps be ex- 
cited to it hjhope and fear. If ye forgive o^ers, 
my heavenly Father mUfytgweyou; but if you 
for^me not others, neither mil my hetmenbf Father 
forgive you. Your hopes and fears, you see, are 
excited by nothing less than everlasting happi- 
ness 
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ness or misery, which depend upon the observ*- 
ance of this duty. 

But now it seems at sight rather singulart 
that ti^ forgiveness of sin, which is promised in 
the Gospel to a holy faith, a pure heart, and a 
good life, should here be promised to the observ- 
ance of one single duty. There is a possibi- 
lity, you will say, that a bad man may forgive 
his enemy } and we know not how to reconcile 
the salvation of such a man with the terms of 
the GospeL Will his forgiving an enemy alone 
atone for a bad life ?~I shall endeavour to ex- 
plain this difficulty. 

Now, it may be explained in two very satis&c- 
tory ways. 

In the first place, it is a very usual manner of 
speaking in the Gospel, to oppose the reward to 
the duty j and thus, by throwing a stronger light 
upon the duty, to show more fcnrcibly the neces- 
sity of performing it, though by no means with 
a view of setting it in opposition to oth^ duties. 
Thus, blessed are the poor in spiritj says our ^%.^ 
viouTf-^Jbr Aeir^s is the kingdom of heaven. Not 
that poorness of spirit alone will gain us the 
kingdom of heaven ; but the opposition of the 
kingdom of heaven to poorness of spirit, places 

the 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



192 SERMON. XLL. 

the duty in a stronger light. If poorness of 
spirit cannot gain us the kingdom of heaven, it 
is evident that the kingdom of heaven cannot be 
gained without it.— ^ Thus again. Blessed are 
they that wOurn^for they shall be contorted. Here 
you see the same opposition between mourning 
and being comforted. . Mourning alone wilt not 
gain us comfort ; biit we canpot be comforted 
in the manner here meant without it. — Thus 
again, Blessed are they which hunger and thirst 
after righteousness^ for Ihey shall be jfilled.-^ And 
again. Blessed are the mercifUlf for they shaU ob- 
tain mercy. — In other parts of Scriptule, too, the 
same opposition is observable ; as in the parable 
of the rich man and Lazarus. He who had 
fared sumptu/ously every day wanted a drop of 
cold water to cool his tongue. And in the para^ 
ble of the unforgiving servant — ^^he who had pre- 
pared a dungeon for his brother, was cast into it 
himself. 

Agreeable, therefore, to this common mode of 
scriptural expression, is the passage before us : If 
ye forgive men their trespas^s, my heavenly Father 
mil also forgive your trespasses. Here is the same 
opposition, you see, between the duty and the re- 
, ward J and the meaning plainly is, by every rule 

of 
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of common sense in the interpretation of Scrip- 
ture, that if you forgive men their trespasses—- 
not that your trespasses shall be forgiven, if you 
do nothing else: but certainly it is a duty of such 
consequence, that your trespasses cannot be for- 
given without it. So that the express meaning 
of the text is, that . if you expect forgiveness at 
the hands of God, you must show it to others. 
You cannot be forgiven without it. David thus 
represents the Almighty distributing justice to 
his creatures. With the merciful man. Thou wilt 
show th^selfmercifid — with the upright man, Thou 
wilt show thy self upright —with the pure, Thou 
wilt show thyself pure — and with the Jroward, 
Thou wilt show thyselfjroward. 

But I told you, there is another way in which 
this difficulty might be well explained: and that 
is, by considering a forgiving temper, as including 
in it so many good qualities, that a man can 
hardly be supposed to possess it, without posses- 
sing also the other requisites of a good Christian. 
For, in the first place, if we can truly forgive 
an enemy, we show, that we have gained a great 
command over ourselves. If we can praptise the 
moist difficult parts of religion, it may Well b^ 
supposed, we are able to practise the easier. 
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Indeed the habit of thus commanding ourselvesi 
and con^ering our bad inclinations, fs the very 
habit of ar Chriistian ; the v^ thing in which bis 
religion is shown. Tlien again, if we can prac-^ 
tke the ^ifty c^ forgiving an enemy, we »how 
that our hearts bave made no mean proficiency in 
the love both of God and man. We show our love 
of God by complying with one of the most diffi- 
cult precepts of* religion for his sake : and, with 
regard to man, we surely show, by thus sacrificing 
oil our resentments, and taking an enemy to our 
hearts, that we have made a great advance in 
that charitable disposition, wfeich goes so far in 
forming the real Christian. Lastly, a forgiving 
temper shows we have a just add humble aense 
of our own fallen and lost condition, on which 
our religion is founded. A man cannot forgive 
an enemy from his heart, on worldly principles. 
Forgiveness of this kind is not a worldly duty« 
It cannot be called a moiral virtue : it-is a Chris- 
tian one« The heathens considered revenge 
among their virtues. A man, therefore, befbire 
be can practise this duty» must first have a tbo^ 
rough conviction of that situation in which he 
hinvself stands to God, before whom he commits 
ittnumeinble offences ; and for which he himarif 

hopes 
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hopes for pardon. Now such a temper is the 
real temper of a Christian ; and approaches very 
near the greatest perfection, which in this mortal 
liie we can attain. 

As this is a duty then, without which» in 
every sense of tlie word, we cannot obtain the 
kingdom of heaven, we see the necessity of get* 
ting the better of the prejudices of the woiid, 
and of bringing our hearts, difficult as the duty 
is, to the practice of it. It may be difficult -^ 
no doubt it is difficult — when we are injured, to 
keep down our resentment. So it is to conquer 
the wrongnesses of many other passions and appe- 
tites. But I am not at present entering into the 
ease or diffl^culty of these things. It is my part 
only just io tell you what the Gospel requires ; 
and if you think it requires more from you than 
its promises are worth, you have your option, 
and must take your own way. 

To those, however, who see the force of wjiat 
hath been said, I shall only add, that to forgive 
an injury, is a way of giving God a proof of our 
being in earnest, which is in every body's power. 
The lowest among you may practise this duty, as 
well as the highest. It is not every one, who is 

o 2 able 
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able to shour his religion by giving charitably to 
the poor J or doing kind offices to others; but 
we may all show it, if we please, in a still better 
way, by forgiving our enemies: assuring our- 
selves there is nothing we can do, which is of 
more value in tire sight of God, or more interest- 
ing to ourselves: for ifweforgi'oe men their tres^ 
passies; our heavenly Father will also f)rgive us: 
but if *we forgive not men their trespasses^ neither 
mtt-our heavenly Father for^ve our trespasses. 
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Acts viii. 22. 

FRAY, THAT THE THOUGHTS OF THINE HEART 
MAY BE iFORGIVEN. 



On the first geneiral persecution of the churc6 
at Jjerusalem, the disciples fled into various parts ; 
a.nd among other places to Samaria. Here St. 
Peter met with Simon Magus ; and gave him 
that severe rebuke, of which the text makes a 
part. Tray^ says he, that the thoughts of thine 
heart may be forgiven. 

What the particular thoughts of his heart were, 
we are not told. One of them only is recorded 
— that the power qf bestowing the Holy Ghost 
might be purchased by money. This however is a 
sufficient key to other thoughts of his heart, some 
of which might probably rua in a manner like this^ 
o 3 " What 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



198 Sl^RMON XLIL 

** What occasion is there for the very disinte- 
rested behaviour of the Apostles ? Why may not 
the ministerial office mix a little reward with it ? 
A fortune in the hands of a good man, is a bles- 
sing to society. And what a noble fortune might 
be raised by the power of bestowing the Holy 
Ghost? What numbers would wish to purchase?" 

It can be no great injury to the character of 
Simon Magus to suppose he reasoned in a man- 
ner like this. As he offered money for the gift 
of the Holy Ghost, he certainly meant to turn it 
to a worldly account. He would not otherwise 
have taken a worldly method of obtaining it. 
We hope, however, from the sequel, that he re- 
pented at last 

But the thoughts of Simon Magus, be they 
good or bad, are of little concern to us. We 
use him only as an example. Our concern lies 
nearer home. We have all, I fear, too much 
reason to apply the Apostle's advice to ourselves ; 
and to pray to God, that the thoughts of ovr hearts 
Ukewise may he forgiven. Without much recol- 
lection, I fear, we all feel conviction enough on 
this head. 

"I^at my remarks may be more useful, I shdl 
put them into method by considering, jlfr^f, in 
what way our thoughts are most apt to mislead^ 

us 
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us — se^M4fy^ I sball show the wickedness that 
attends bad thoqghts :•«-*- and Mrdjy^ mention 
soioi^ helps that nay assist qs in gettii^ the t>et- 
ter q£ them^ 

I SHALL ^rst sliow yout in M^hat way our 
thoughts are most apt to mislead us. — The 
inclinations and pursuits of men are various ; and 
according to these tlieir thoughts take their 
course. 3ut there are three principal channels 
in which the thoiigbts o^ worldly men are sup* 
posed cosomonly to xuxi-^covetQusnesSyambi^Qnf, 
and jpleasvre^ 

The covetoiis man, such as we suppose Simon 
Magus to have been, is continually intent on 
sdiemes ot' gain «-*- laying himself out» bow he 
may best procure wealth*-* contriving how to 
overreach an inadvertent neighbour — how to 
transact some piece of knavery so artfully, as to 
^^ape 4iscovery — or how to take an advantage 
which the law cannot touch. I^erhaps he may 
have some little remains of conscience left* His 
thoughts are then busied in contriving excuses^, 
and evasions, to reconcile it with his wry prac- 
tices. If tlie UmJidnesB of* an action dLo not ap- 
pear, he gpes upon the reasonableness of it ; and 

4 if 
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if the reasonableness of it cannot be made out) 
at any rate he goes upon the eaypedience of it. 

But perhaps the thoughts of the worldly man 
take some other bad turn* He is rather ambi-^ 
tious than covetous. The vanities of life possess 
him. He is desirous of getting forward above his 
station. And a desire of this kind^ under proper' 
regulations, may be laudable: but in general, 
these worldly desires rarely inhabit a religious 
heart. Great care must be taken how we encou- 
rage them. Search the heart of the ambitious 
man. Is there any humility in it ? Not a grain. 
Is there any meekness in it, resignation, or 
Christian charity? Not the least resemblance of 
any such virtues. — Is there any gratitude to Grod 
for past kindness ? If there be it is accidental.* 
It is not certainly the growth of the soil. But 
there is abundance of pride, envy, self-conse- 
quence, and other unsocial vices, which take a 
firmer rooting no where than in the heart of an 
ambitious man. . , 

But perhaps the thoughts of the wordly man 
are neither covetous nor ambitious: the great 
channel of them is pleasure. And this is the 
usual way, in which the thoughts of young people 
are most guilty. Their minds are never serious. 

They, 
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They are always running on something, which, 
under the form of amusement, diverts reflection. 
Perhaps their thoughts are still morie guilty, and 
polluted with grosser pleasures. But to display 
the visions of these filthy dreamers, would be to 
open sinks of impurity, which are better covered. 
Now these are the three great channels in 
which the thoughts of worldly men commonly 
run. They are misled either by the riches, the 
honours, and vanities, or the pleasures of the 
world. But beside these there are mcmy — many 
other wicked thoughts, which possess the ill- 
governed mind. Our thoughts may be m^i- 
cious — they may be revengeful — they may be 
suspicious — they, may be selfish — they may be 
self conceited — in short, they may be as va- 
riously wicked as our actions. -r- But, to enter 
minutely into the examination of all these mazes 
of guilt, would be to write the history of ini- 
quity. Having thus pointed out to you the 

several ways in which our thoughts are commonly 
most guilty, let us now see, as I proposed, ^e- 
condhfy the mischief which attends them. 

In the first place, bad thoughts are the great 
corrupters of our minds; Our minds consist only 

of 
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of thought; so that teben our thoughts are eof- 
rupt, oar minds are pdloted. Pure and whole* 
soo»e food sustains the body; but^ if it be iuk- 
wholesome, it breeds mischiefs It ia just so with 
the mind. Pure thoughts, such as religion dic^ 
tat^ are its wholesome food. They nourish and 
improve it* But impure thoughts corrupt it. 

Nay, what is more, bad thoughts not only 
corrupt our minds, but (what you will not per* 
haps so readily see) they may corrupt them more 
than bad actions* An action is limited-- ^it is 
confined to time and place --it may be sudden,, 
and unconi^dered. But your thoughts axe unli- 
mited* They can carry you to any. ^grei^ of 
wickedness* With a glance you can transact 
one crime after another* You can transact it in 
% thousand ways } and add every circumstance 
pf wickedness that can possibly heighten it. 
Difficulties are considered at leisure — ^seasons — 
opportunities — means — consequences — every 
thing that can forward or oppose your schemes; 
and in this inquiry into a detail of circumstancesy 
the mind becomes familiarised to the crime*^ 
much more so, than in such hasty actions as are 
committed with little thought and contrivance* 

Still farther^ when the resolution is formed — 

observe 
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observe— when the resolution is formed^ the 
crime is committed. In the sight of Grod it is 
committed. Human laws^ indeed, which cannot 
reach the heart, require what they call an avert 
act— something done to justify punishment. But 
God's laws reach the heart. For instance, human 
laws consider adultery only when the fact is com- 
mitted. They can do no more. But our Saviour 
tells us, that he who Jookeih on a "woman to bist 
c^ier her 9 hath committed adultery with her already 
in his heart: -^he hath committed .the crime by 
foiming die intention. Under the conscious- 
ness of such guill;, what numbers should be hum- 
bled ! You have committed no crime. True : 
but are your thoughts equally innocent? Look 
into those deep recesses. You reprobate the 
wretch who hath forfeited his life to the laws of 
his country for some single transgression. Be 
candid: have you never committed a more 
heinous crime in the sight of God, which a want 
of resolutiim only, or a want of opportum'ty, or 
perhaps of power, hath left unfinished ?— I mean 
not to extenuate his guilty but to. open your 
eyes, and show you the pollution which bad 
thoughts introduce into your mind. 

But it is not to be supposed that bad thoughts 

will 
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will keep within your own, mind. They aS' na-* 
turally shoot into words and actions, as the seed 
produces fruit. Out of the abundance of the heart 
the mouth speaketh: and we are toid» that oiit o£ 
the lueart proceed, not only evil thoughts, but 
adidterieSf murders^ and every wickedness. Who- 
can tell, then, when a nian gives his thoughts 
a liberty ta wanton at large in vice, how soon he 
may carry his wickedness to the greatest height. 
Wicked actions are only wicked thoughts pushed 
into maturity. The process of this moral vege- 
tation is perfectly natural. By indulging, wicked 
thoughts, we have often the guilt both of bad 
thoughts, and bad actions to answer for. 

I shall^ on this head, just mention one thing 
more. As far as the pollution of your own 
mind is concerned, I have shown you^ that bad 
thoughts indulged are oflen worse than bad 
actions. But when your thoughts are let loose 
in corrupting others, they have then an addi- 
tional guilt. People readily catch impurity and 
wickedness — especially young people — from 
each other. Nature easily learns a bad lesson. 
Those impurities which occupy the thoughts of 
one man, if sown on the mind of another, too 
oft^n find a soil prepared to receive them. And 

what 
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what a dreadful donsideration is it, that, by let- 
ting your wicked thoughts loose, you become the 
instrument of corrupting thousands. The cor- 
rupfion originally sprang from you. Those whom 
you corrupted corrupt others; and, where the 
contagion may stop, who can foresee? There 
are some weeds, whose feathered seed is dis- 
persed on a breath of air in every direction. 
These are the most mischievous of all weeds. 
Take instruction from them. 

But you did not make the man bad, you say ? 
you found him so. 

Did you never read in Scripture of the mea- 
sure of a marCs imqmties being filled up ? What 
means the expression, think you, but that there 
is a reclaimable situation and a desperate one ? 
And how know you but, by instilling your cor- 
ruption into the breast of a bad man, you may 
fill np his measure. 

Having taken a view of the evil which attends 
bad thoughts, I wish you to consider, lastlj/, such 
helps as may assist you in getting^ the better of 
•them. 

But perhaps you will say, bad' thoughts enter 
your mind, in spite of your best endeavours. 

They 
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They may; but iftbey are iiot entertained until 
other guestSy they are received coldly, they wiU 
never stay long. They frequent those places only, 
and become bosom compaoioi^s where they are 
kindly received. Such as enter violently, and 
against your inclination, bring no more guilt upon 
you than the thief who breaks open your house. 

In the first place, then, let your doors, as much 
as possible, be shut against bad thoughts. Let the 
house be occupied by other guests. In plain lan- 
guage, avoid idleness; and always have your 
minds intent either on business, or on something 
useful. Idleness is the nurse of vice. They who 
mind their business best, are in general the best 
men. The devil first tempts yoa to be idle 
The idle person is every man's property. Bad 
people are always at hand. Where idleness in^ 
habits they resort. Here th^ corrupt ; and here 
they are corrupted.' The contagion spreads, and 
every thing bad must follow. Had we been use- 
fully employed, our minds, had been engaged, 
and we had been safe. 

I am far from thinking moderate recreation 
improper. But let young people especially take 
care on this head. It is easy to transgress. They 
soon leam» in higher life, to form trifling, vain, 

insipid. 
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imipidy if not pr<^igate and detestable charac- 
ters i and in lower life, having thrown aside all 
regard to character, the advice of friends, and 
suadry duties, th^ ^an np. every kind of wick- 
edness that is to be found in the country. 

Together with idleness, let me earnestly advise 
yoo to avoid bad company , which is indeed closely 
connected with it. Do you want some marks to 
distinguish bad company ? I^U tell you. Wh^n 
you see a young feUow without any visible em- 
ployment, or, if he have employment, not giving 
half liis time to it^^ready to run off for any di» 
vision that happens to be in the country — his 
conversation made up x>f oa^ and obscenity — 
much given to liquor -^and generally to be found 
where liquor is to be had-— wch a man marks 
himsdf. 

These are the marks of a profligate fellow in 
low life, who corrupts only his equals. But his 
full counterpart is as often seen in a higher sta^i 
tion i distinguished from him only in having the 
means of access to higher modes of dissipaticm. 
These means he frequently consumes in the full 
gratification of all his passions and appetites, each 
clamouring for its particular enjoyment ; till his 

purse 
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purse and his constitution, being exhausted to- 
gether, he is left a wretched object, fit only to 
be held out as a deterring example* 

If you avoid idleness and bad company, your 
thoughts perhaps may be disposed to take a more 
serious turn. To alssisttbis good disposition, above 
all things endeavour to Imprint on your minds a 
sense of God's continual presence. You know 
you are ever in his sight— you know every thought 
of your hearts is written in the fairest characters 
before him. And shall such an awful idea have 
no effect upon you ? How would every one of us, 
even the best, dread to have all our thoughts dis- 
played publicly to the world? From the world 
we could only suffer shame. Let us not, my bre- 
thren, leave it to experience to teach us the dif- 
ference between worldly shame and God's wrath. 
When any bad thought, therefore, enters the 
mind, let us recollect whether such a thought is 
fit to appear in the presence of God? And if it be 
not, let us immediately discard it. Among all the 
restraints which religion lays upon us, there is not 
one better calculated to keep our thoughts in 
order. For what pur^^se, think you, was it 
revealed to us, that God sees all our thoughts, 

except 
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except it were, that we should always make them 
fit for him to see. 

A sense of God's presence will naturally in- 
cline us to learn his will. The Holy Scriptures, 
therefore, in which it is contained, should always 
employ a part of our leisure. Here we find topics 
of every kind. Among the precepts, the exam- 
ples, the doctrines, the promises, and the threat- 
enings of the Gospel, our thoughts can never be 
at a loss } and if we are truly interested in reli- 
gion, the wonders of redemption will furnish an 
endless theme. Reading the Scriptures may be 
called the great seed-time of a Christian. It 
scatters the good seed in his heart ; which, by a 
proper culture, will choke the weeds — those 
pernicious weeds, bad thoughts. Good thoughts 
will naturally spring from a conversation with 
the word of God; and good thoughts will as 
little bear a communication with bad thoughts, ^ 
as men of a good disposition will keep company 
with those of a bad. 

To those who read the Holy Scriptures, it will 
seem no improper advice to recommend farther 
the use of prayer. This great communication 
with God tends more than any thing to keep the 
thoughts of the heart entire. Through it we 

VOL, II. p obtain 
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obtain the assistance of God's Holy Spirit^ and 
strengthen our own feeble endeavours with hea- 
venly aid. But a pure devotion is one of the last 
great d^ttainments of a religious life ; and he who 
has gained this point, who has his conversation in 
heaven, has unquestionably his thoughts in due 
order likewise. 

That we all may attain this state of perfection, 
^tid keep our thoughts still surely fixed where 
true joys are to be folind, may Ood of his infinite 
ttiercy gi^tit, through Christ Jesus our Lord ! 



i ' ' 
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LuKEt X. 41. 

MARTHA, MARTHA, THOU ART CAREFUL, AN9 
TROUBLED ABOUT MANY THINGS: BUT ON^ 
THING IS NEEDFUL. 



Our blessed Saviour, in passing through apart 
of Judea, called for refreshment at the house of 
two sisters, whose names were Martha and Mary* 
Though both these women were pious, aiid well- 
disposed, they were yet of different tempers. 
Mary's religion was more purified thanhersister's. 
Her thoughts were engaged chiefly about the 
things of the next world. She had little con- 
cern for this. Her soul was her principal care. 
If she could pass quietly through life, it was all 
ahe desired. She did not expect her happiness 
from it ; but considered the things of this world 
only as the means of gaining a better. 

F 2 Martha, 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



212 SERMON XLIII. 

Martha, pious and well-disposed as she was, 
had not yet attained this purified state. Martha 
thought much of heaven, no doubt/ and of her 
religion : but she thought not a little about the 
things of this world also ; and by no means con- 
sidered them in that very negligent light in which 
her sister considered them. In short, Mary's 
religion was the religion of the early times of 
Christianity in which she lived. Martha's was 
more the religion of these days. The Gospel and 
the world went amicably hand in hand together. 

To these different characters their behaviour 
to their blessed guest was conformable. Mary, 
who thought she had now. an opportunity which 
she might not, soon have again,, of hearing the 
discourses of the blessed Jesus ; and concluding, 
from her own fi^elings, how indiiSferent he was to 
any thing more than a bare supply of the ne- 
cessaries of life, disengaged herself entirely from 
the business of the house, sat at Jesus's feet, and 
listened to his heavenly instruction. 

Martha, with an endeavour (not perhaps wholly 
blameable) to pay all the honour and respect she 
could to her blessed guest in Airway, totally ne- 
glected all consideration of herself; and began, 
with great assiduity, to prepare the best enter- 
9 tainment 
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tainment she was able. This was a different at- 
tention, it is true, from what her holy guest re^ 
quired, yet still it was that attention which she 
thought most respectful ; and, seeing her sister 
sitting perfectly composed, she could not help 
applying, somewhat in the way of a complaint, 
to Jesus, " Lordy dost tkou not care that my sister 
hath left me to serve alone? bid her, therefore j 
that she come and help me.^* Jesus, with great 
mildness, answered, in the words of the text, 
Martha, Martha, thou art carejul, and troubled 
about many things: but' one thing is needful. 

Every word of our Saviour's answer to this 
well-meaning, but mistaken woman, is instruc- 
tive. In. the following discourse, therefore, I 
shall consider the instruction it conveys in the 
natural order, as it arises. Our Saviour, who 
knew what was in man, gave this instruction, not 
only as suited to Martha's particular case, but 
to fhe case of all others, who are too much ad- 
dicted to worldly matters. 

Hejirst forbids her to be careful and troubled. 
If our Saviour meant to give us two ideas by these 
two words, the former may apply perhaps* most 
properly to i\ie present, the latter to the future. 

V 3 ^ Martha 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



214 SERMON XLIIL 

Martha was carefid, .that every thing might be 
done that was proper in the present case ; and 
trouhledf lest anything should be left undone 
for want of assistance*— * Let us extend the ad« 
vice into more general use. 

Under the censure of being car^fvl^ all those 
immediately &11, who are continually distressing 
themselves .about such merely accidental circum* 
stances in life, as, in some shape^ are always hap- 
pening. Every little matter that goes wrong 
disturbs them ~- throws th^n into disorder *-« 
frets .their temper •^and makes them trouble* 
some to lliemselves and others. 

But now consider, my fidaid ; these things, 
which so much distress you, are, in the first place» 
often mere trifles. In a day or two, peiiiaps m 
an hour or two, they are gone^— *1&ey draw no 
consequences after tiaem-*-their effect is overh- 
and things go on as smoothly as before. This is 
truly the character of the generality 4!>f those iittle 
events, which so often. disturb the rqiose of socb 
as are too careful about the things of the world. 

Then again, consider thejfe%of this distress, 
which you are continually giving jrourself. It 
answers no end. Prevent such accidents, if yon 
<ran \ but, as your prudence is limited, and as 

these 
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these lif;tl6 attacks upon yoiif patieixce are fre- 
qi^eDty learn to bear what you cannot avoid. 

But still farther^ I should wish you to consider 
them in a religious \iew. They are certainly 
among those means which God h^th thought 
I^oper to order in a state of trial* You pass in 
the eyes of the world for a good Christen. In 
many things, I hope you are one ; and if God 
should lay i»is hand upon you in some heavy ca- 
lamityj you might probably support yourself 
iwder it wi^h fvoip&c resignation. But copsider^ 
my friend^ that is not all that is i]^(]uired of yfloi. 
Heofvy aSidions are seot 4^ pul; yoiur religion to 
the test--f-tQ try yoMr JmA and trusf in |God. 
Bqft it is required that yiou should be able alfio to 
be9^ lighter distresses**- that yoin should be mild 
and gentle~-thai: you should have your temper 
ali^ays at commsmd — ^tbat you should neyer 
allow yourself in peevishness, fretfulpaess, sujjjeur 
ness^ or in any of those wrongnesses, which they 
who are so very careful ahout the things of this 
world, are apt to indulge. Now, these little wry 
circumstances, which are continually happening, 
are amoug the means which God Almighty hath 
given you to amend your temper, and gain a 
composed frame of mind. You do not expect, I 

p 4 suppose. 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



216 SERMON XLIIL 

suppose, a constant flow of happiness in this 
world. Submit then, with patience and temper, 
to the smaller, as well as the greater, dispensa- 
tions of God : make that use of them which God 
intends ; and do not encourage in yourself that 
irreligious art- of turning light afllictions into 
things of consequence. 

But our Saviour enjoins you farther, not to 
be troubled about the things of this world. As 
our cares seem to apply more to the present^ 
about which they are chiefly conversant,* our 
troubles^ I just observed, relate perhaps chiefly 
to ihejuiure. But here it caanot be meant, that 
our prudent regard even for ihe future should be 
totally exteluded. We sow our com in expecta- 
tion of a future hjwvest; and must provide 
against such wants as we know, in the natural 
course of things, must infallibly overtake us. 
But then surely there is a great difference be- 
tween providing prudently for these things, and 
being troubled about the event of them. If God 
does not forbid you to make a prudent provision 
for yoUr necessities, he enjoins you certainly to 
leave the disposal of all future events to him. 
: Why then are you distressing and troubling 

yourself 
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yourself about the issue of things? What is it 
you mean by all this anxiety ? Do you pretend 
to prophetic skill ? You certainly act as if you 
did. Every thing that is calamitous you foresee ; 
and trouble yoursdf about the future, as if it 
were really present. 

If then you can give no reason for all this 
distress which you bring on yourself, you are 
certainly acting a very unbecoming and absurd, 
I will not call it an impious part, because I ap^ 
prebend you have no ill meaning. — But now 
consider the absurdity of it. Did you never find 
future events falling out, as if just to confound 
your troubled suppositions about them? Did 
you never find things happening quite contrary 
to your anxious foresight ? Did you never find 
those circumstances, from which you dreaded so 
much distress, turn out even to your advantage ? 
If you have been attentive to the common occur- 
rences of life, you must in many instances have 
found all this. 

But, to go deeper into the matter, besides the 
absurdity of thus distressing yourself with things 
which you cannot foresee, and which may never 
happen^ you mu^t acknowledge you are acting 
directly contrary to your blessed Saviour's in- 

struction 
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fijtrqction ; and so far as you do this, with your 
thoughts about you, it is certainly, not foUy only, 
but sin likewise* God Almighty has purposely- 
hid futuiie events from mankind^ that they should 
not distress themselves jd>out them, but should 
learn dependence on him. — iLearn, then, humi- 
lity j i^nd revereace thgt God, who takes into 
7/1^ h^^ds the disposal ofalJ future things ; and 
do not pretend to foresee what God only can 
know. 

The n^:!tt piece of iMtraction 'wbicfa our Sa- 
viour gives to Maitth»,ifi, npt tobe csDeful, land 
troubled abpvtmmy thmgs* Heie weiwfcve a aew 
lesson; Xhfey who are careful, wd troubled nbairt 
jthe necessaries o^'iUfe, or things of iiaao^di^ con- 
cern^ which wasMiarthft's ca^e, feave M^ lea$t woie 
^$cw€u ^t wha4; h^ve th^ to gay^ who are cmre^ 

JulandtroiubledthQj^tmmw things th2i/3im mi ^e^ 
<3©ss^ry-r-wlio c^ry their des&resinjto ii^nbonQded 
length — and indulge their inclination? in fm^i^d 
wants ? This indeed is the chief SQUfipe rC^f all tour 
cares and itroublei^. The mere vfwis of mtw^ 
are included in a ^miall conp{»ass. The modc^nte 
xx^veniences, and ^ven comforts of life^ do rnot 
extend v^^ry widely ; but b^ who «uflfers)iiinself to 

be 
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be earful a$ki irtmbkd about many things^, enters 
a wide field lofrestleflBneas and anxiety. In short,^ 
our desires, among ail craving things, are the 
most importunate; and it requires much pru- 
dence, and more self-denial, to adjust the regula- 
tion of ttem. No exact rule can be fixed that 
suits every case. One man may want what 
is superfluous to another. Something is due to 
age -"-something to infirmity — and something, 
no doubt, to different modes of education, and 
stations in Ufe. The Scriptures can only give a 
gen£xal nile. We must apply that rule to our 
own cases ; and ought honestly to consider what 
we have, and what we have not occasion for. 
In ^ort, we must not allow ourselves to suppose 
we want tna^of things^ which we do not want. •***- 
What God hath given us more than we have a 
real occasion for, is, in fact, not ours. «-^ It is a 
trust; and as a trust, we shall beaccoiuitablefor 
it. It is true, the abuse of this discretionary power 
will subject us to no penalty from the laws of the 
land : but we are not here talking about the laws 
of the land, but about the laws of the Gospel. 

The last piece of instruction which our Saviour 

gave 
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gave to Martha, was, that one thing onfy was need- 
ful. This is an expression capable of very lax in- 
terpretation.* Ask the man of the world either 
in business, or in any profession, what is the one 
thing neec^ul? he will tell ytJu at once. Indeed 
most people, if we may judge from their practice, 
make the one thing needful to be whatever best 
suits their own inclinations. Of such casuists 
however we make no enquiries. It is very plain, 
.that by the owe thing needful^ our Saviour meant 
the care of pur souls, which Martha was taught 
to consider as preferable to every other care ; 
and which ought to take place of every other 
consideration. The importance of the precept lies 
in the implied meaning of the expression. Lite- 
rally the care of her soul could not be the one, 
or only, thing needful j as every one is under a 
necessity of taking care of his body also : but a 
comparison reduces this latter care to nothing. 

Our great contest, indeed, in this world, h'es 
between the many things of it, and the one thing 
neeci/ul. . 

* Bishop Pearce is very unhappy in his explanation of 
the phrase. He makes the one thing needful to be only one 
dish of meat. See his explanation. 

The 
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The world attacks our senses. It draws up 
before us its pleasures and vanities: and its great 
argument is, here, take, and use: touch, taste, 
and handle. These things are present What 
you get here^ it cries, are certainties. Every thing 
here is real and substantial. They are all fitted 
to your senses; and your senses to them. Thus 
the generality of men are drawn in. Like their 
parent of old, they taste the forbidden fruit, and 
perish. 



In the meantime, the one thing needful ad- 
dresses us in another form. It has nothing to 
present to our senses. Nay, it tells us plainly, 
that eye hath not seen, nor ear heard the value of 
the* things it offers — that is, we are not to 
judge of them by our senses ; but must look at • 
them with the eye of faith. By faith we fathom 
eternity. By it we conceive a thousand years to 
be as one day ; and one day as a thousand years* 
In a matter of sense, we comprehend the idea. 
We are clearly convinced with regard to the 
ocean, that one drop is as a thousand drops ; and 
a thousand drops as one >— that is, the difference 

is 
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is so extremely great beiweeh the ocean, and any 
quantityof water we can pour into it, that whether 
it be one drop, or whether it be a thonsand, it 
makes no difference. All this we readily con- 
ceive from our senses. But when we apply oar 
senses to the depths of eternity, we are lost. And 
as it is with regard to eterbity, so is it with re- 
gard to all the other promises of God. So that 
the great conclusion from the whole,, is, the one 
thing neetifulf or the care of our immortal souls, 
respecting objects with which the things of this 
world do not bear the most distant idea of pro- 
portion. 



Happy is he who can see through all the de- 
ceits of this world — who can strip them of what 
they seem to be, and consider them as what they 
realfy are^ and paying no more attention to 
them than they deserve~- that is, no more than 
the necessities of life require, is neither careful 
nor troubled about gaining, or keeping, or losing 
them : but in the full assurance of faith, trusting 
in his Maker, and blessed Redeemer, attends 
principally to the one thing needfid. -^ This is the 

man 
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man, who takes that true instruction from this 
portion of the sacred story that was intended ; 
and chuses that good part, which, through end- 
less time, shall never he taken frcm hkn. 
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1 Peter, v. 7» 

casting all your care upon him, for he 
careth for you. 



When we are bom into the world, naked anji 
helpless, we are in danger from every thing 
around us ; and without the care of our parents, 
utterly unable to subsist 'But God Almighty 
hath given the parent kind afibctions towards 
the child: and the child also such affections, 
as lead to confidence in the parent. The one 
looks up tenderly for support; which the other as 
tenderly affords, Thus far the child knows no 
protector but its parent* It casts all its care upon 
him, knowing that he careth for it. Its pa^ 

rent 
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rent is applied to, when it wants food— when it 
wants rest — when it expects pleasure—- or the> 
removal of pain. This is an exact idea of casting 
our care upon God; and is perhaps one of those . 
things in which we should mutate little children, 
that we may be members of Christ's kingdom. . 

When the child attains the use of reason, and 
is thoroughly informed of the nature of his situ*, 
ation in the world, he finds he has wants, which 
his parents cannot satisfy. He finds, in fact,, 
they are frail, like himself; and, equally like him- 
self, stand in need Qf support. And though his 
duty to them always continues, yet he finds they 
cannot now be the protectors of his age, as he 
had conceived them to be the protectors of his 
youth. He now considers God Almighty in the 
room of his parents ; and, if he have a true sense, 
of religion about him, he looks up to him for the 
supply of all his wants — he considers him as the, 
source of all the happiness he enjoys or expects, 
and of all the real misery that he fears. On this 
great parent he now casts all his care, knowing 
that he carethfor him. 

In considering this subject, I shall ^r^^ show 
you that. God canethforus; secondly, in what 
way we should cast our care upon him; and» 

VOL. II. a 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



M6 SEHMOJ^ XLIV. 

lastfy, the advantages of this religious disposal of 
OUT affiiirs. 

I'hat God earethjbr us is plain, from his h^k^ 
CTMied us. We catinot suppose that God created 
us for bis own sake, or with any view to bis o^n 
happinejis. Consider that pc»iit« H<>w*can we, 
in any respect, contribute to the happiness of 
God ? What end could he then have in creating 
us ^ It was his intention certainly to make t^ 
happy* It is true, we often make ourselves mi- 
serable ; but it is through our own fault* God 
hath given us the means of nntking ourselves 
happy: he hath given us laws to direct us; and, 
if we would obey those Jaws, we should find they 
would lead us to our best happiness* At the Same 
time, God puts no force upon us ; as force would 
destroy our liberty, and leave us nothing ei^er 
good or bad. But is not this caring for us? Is it 
not caring Jor us, to put it in our own power, if we 
please, to make ourselves as happy in this world 
as the nature of this world will admit ; and ever- 
lastingly happy hereafter ? If Gk>d promise ua 
everlasting happine^3> it is surely not too mtieh 
to expect we should £t ourselves for it. If a 
man be not friend enough to ht)[nself to use the 
means of happiness fmt in bis power, what does 

•1 he 
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he desetrve P He has at least no reason to com- 
plaio* 

That Go4 carethjbr w is as evident, from hi? 
preservir^ u^ as frofn his creating qs. We all 
#x:l^nowledge we qould not live a moment, unless 
th^ breath of God preserved us, Why does not 
God withdraw his breath, and leaive us to perish ? 
Why, because he carethfor us. Instead of with- 
drawing his breath from us, he is continually 
heaping kindnes^a upon us. He openeth the 
clouds of he^vePi He s^Jceth the grass ^nd corn 
to grow for our support. He feedeth^ he dotheth 
^ ; not perhaps s|0 ^^mptuously as we may am- 
bitiously desire, but sufficiently for all the pur- 
poses of our passage through this world to ft 
better. 

If, indeed, we consider this world's good as all 
the good which God intends us, we mislead our- 
selves again \ and may then perhaps think, that 
God denies us many things which would n^ake 
us happier. But this is a very mistaken notipp 
in it^lf ; and, if we firmly believe in the next 
world, ve must acknowledge it as such. It can- 
iQipt then give us much concern to see others 
possepsed of the splendor of wealth, while we 
h»ye <mly the necessaries pf life. God ^weth 

a 2 for 
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for all alike ; and showeth the same kindness in 
preserving one man in a low station, as another 
in a high one. Both stations are alike the means 
of trial ; and in both a man may be either happy 
or miserable. If we consider things in a religious 
point of light, perhaps a low station is the more 
desirable one : it is certainly the least dangerous. 
Wealth is a great trust, whatever the rich man 
may think of it. It requires much religious care 
to make this mammon of unrighteousness his 
friend, by adjusting properly his expences, his 
charities, and his savings. I^ indeed, the poor 
man be profligate and wicked, God does not work 
a miracle to provide for him. He must then take 
the effect of his own wickedness. Bot, if he is 
prudent, industrious, and virtuous, he may be 
assured of being provided for by that God, who 
feedeth the young ravens that call upon kim-^ 
who will prieserve the poorest of us^ that trust in 
him— and give us whatever is necessary in pass- 
ing through this world. 

But that God careth for us is still the most evi- 
dently seen in the great work of our redemption. 
Man was crea.ted in a state of happiness ; but 
through his disobedience he became subject' to 
death, and lost all claim to everlasting life. Why 

did 
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did not God leave him to perish in his disobe- 
dience ? Why did God restore us though Jesus 
Christ to those hopes of everlasting happiness, we 
had lost ? Why ? Beciause he carethfor us. He 
puts no force upon us, becau3e such force, as hath 
been observed, would be inconsistent witli religion, 
which must be voluntary ; but how earnestly he 
desires our recondiement, is evident from the 
whole tenor of ^ripture. Tkere is joy in heaven^ 
we ai*e told, over one sinner that repenteth. And 
when the prodigal came to himself, and returned 
to his father, what an emblem have we of heavenly 
love ! When he was yet a great way off^ his faster 
saw him, and had compassion^ and run, and Jell on 
his neck and kissed him* And fie said to his servants, 
bring forth the best robe, and put it on him; and 
put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet; and 
bring hither the fatted calf, and kill it, and let us 
eat and be merry :for this my son was deadt andis 
alive again ; he was lost and is found. If this re- 
present, as we are told it does, the mercy of God 
to repenting sinners, it is not caring for them 
only ; but it is loving them, and showing kind- 
ness to them in the highest degree. 

Thus then, you see, in all lights, that Godcareth 

for us. He careth for us, while we liye in this 

Q 3 world, 
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w6rld, by feeding us, by clothing ns^ by giving 
lis his instructions how to pass through it But 
God especially shows how much he carethfor us 
by the glorious provision he hath made for our 
immortal souls. We indeed^ unthinking mortals^ 
by living in the world, and fixing our attention 
chiefly on the things of the world, are apt to 
look upon God's suppl3ring us plentifully with 
these things, as the best sign oihis caring Jbr us. 
But God himself considers things in a different 
light His language is, I am no respecter of 
persons. I am equally the God of the poor^ and 
bi the rich. Consider not this world as the place 
either of your happiness, or your misery. Obey 
my laws, and you shall then see in how great a 
degree / care for you^ by giving you everlasting 
life, and fullness of joy. 

Having thus shown thBtGodcarethJbrus, letus, 
secondly^ see how we^are to cast our care upon him. 
— Nobody can be so absurd as to suppose, we 
are to give up all concern about our own affiiirs, 
when we are ordered to cast all our care uponGod. 
We must take the future in part under our own 
care. The industry of youth must provide for 
the infirmities of age. The hand that laboured 

cannot 
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cannot always labour ; and the thinking mind is 
ofben robbed by years of all its powers* So that 
as life may subsist after the ability of providing 
for it is gone» Gx)d certainly leaves a proper de- 
gree of cdre to rest on ourselves. Even Adam, 
wiien placed in paradise, was ordered to dress it^ 
and to keep it ; and the scriptures often speak of 
labouring in our respective stations^ and provid- 
tag for ourselves and our families. St. Paul him- 
self^ after he was an apostle, wrought at his pro^ 
fession ; which was tent-making. Others of the 
apostles were fishermen^ and exercised their o(dl- 
iiig during their apostleiship. What is meadt 
therefore by casting oM our care upon God, is 
this : After our own endeavours, we must trust 
the event of things to Ood. We must beg God^s 
assistance in forwarding the means; but must 
not sufier ourselves to be anxious about the end. 
Thus, for instance, if you have land to manage, 
do ev^ry thing you can to work it properly, and 
asake the best of it ; beseeching God to blesf^ 
your industry. But if your harvest do not an^w^r 
your expectations ; or if the seasons are not ex- 
actly as you oould wish» or if any little adverse 
nuattear unexpectedly happen, be not aBxifms^ 
and distressed i but cast all that care itpM Godi 
q4 Or 
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Or if you find your family increase more than 
your means, do what you can to maintain th^n ; 
be industrious and frugal ; but do not distress 
yourself about the future ; cast that care upon GodL 
When you have given your children a religious 
education, and have brought them up in industry | 

and frugality, you have done yourpartj and God 
will be a better father to your children, if they 
-continue to be religious, than you could have 
been yourself. 

Thus again, if any of you have sickness in your 
families, or meet with worldly losses, endeavour 
not to distress yourselves, but cast all that care 
upon God. He can bring things right again by 
means which you cannot foresee. In shorty in 
matters of every kind, both of a public and pri- 
vate concern, let us not distress ourselves with 
looking anxiously into the event of things, which 
is invading God's part They happen, in a thou- 
sand instances, contrary to our suppositions. Let 
us make ourselves easy, therefore, about them^ 
and cast the care of these things upon God. 

Thus the duty of casting your care upon God^ 
amounts only to your leaving those things to tiie 
care qfGodi which your own care cannot provide 
for. So that, at any rate, you see, you cannot 

lose 
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lose by casHngyour care on God: what you gain 
by it, is the iS^ point we consider. 

In the first place, you gain by it that inward 
happiness, which makes you easy in all situations 
c^life. Our cares about future evil always distress 
us more than the evil itself. We are disturbed 
rather by the fear of things which may happen, 
than by the inconveniencies which we really feel 
when they do happen. If we could persuade 
ourselves to throw off' our cares, satisfied with 
doing the best we can for the present j and trust- 
ing the future to God, it is inconceivable what 
peace and quietness of mind we should feel. If 
you had a difficult af&ir to manage, which was 
evidently beyond your own skill j how happy 
would you be, if a person would undertake it, 
who had the wisdom to manage it properly! 
And if you had full confidence in this kind bene- 
factor, what ease and satisfaction of mind would 
it give you ! — If you have the same confidence 
in God, the case is the same. — Only your hea^ 
venly friend can command events in your favour, 
which your human benefactor cannot do. He is 
also always at hand, aiid always willing to assist 

you. 

But 
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But though in all circumstances you will find 
this heavenly friend* your best support, you vnUi 
find him most your comfort in the great and try- 
ing distresses of life. When a severe fit of sick- 
ness confines you to your bed, and the physician^ 
art is vain — » or when you have lost some friend, 
or near relation, which leaves a blank in life^— or 
when, through a sudden turn of affiiirs, you are 
reduced from plenty to poverty, then, if you have 
any religion in you, you will feel strongly the 
great happiness of turning to God; and of casting 
aU^our care upon himj who alone is able to rdjeve 
you« In those melancholy hours you can do no- 
thing for youiBelf ; and the world can do nothing 
for you.— Turn then to God — call him yotar fa- 
ther; and from him draw that heartfelt comfort, 
which the world cannot give* 

And as casting all our care upon God contributes 
to giv0 ease and satisfaction to our mnds^ so does 
it likewise of course contribute to give sereiuty 
and sweetness to our tempers. The fretful tettiper 
proceeds commonly from the anxious heart. 
Make the mind easy, and the temper becomes 
plen^ant. Most people are in good humour 
when theyhavenothk^ to displease them« When 
we see a person therefore continually peevish^ and 

finding 
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finding fault with every thing he sees» and every 
person he meets^ in general we may take it fctr 
granted, the cause of his ill-humour with other 
people, is, his being first out of humour with him- 
self. Now there is nothing which tends more to 
make a man in humour with himself, than to be 
divested of all his anxiety, and to be assured, that 
his afiairs are in good hands. If you trust to your-* 
sdf for the management of your afilairs, and they 
go wrong, you are distressed ; but if you have 
religion enough to be fully persuaded, however 
they turn out^ they must be right, because God 
governs all things; you are always happy in 
yourself, and in a dbposition to make others 
happy likewise. 

But the advantages of casting ourcareuponGodf 
arising from making our minds easier, atid our 
tempers pkasanter^Bxe chiefly uvr/ii^ advantages; 
great spirttuai advantages also arise from it. It 
is dot only a matter of prudence to cast our care 
upon God: God orders it; and it becomes a duty. 
it is^ in fiict, a dutiful submission to the govern* 
ment of God ; and be who does not live in the 
practice of this duty, so far takes God's govern- 
ment into hi)i own hands. Besides, where are the 
Chriitian dutieB of patience^ resignation, and 

trutt 
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trust m God? These virtues are totally lost. 
They can never be practised by him who does 
not cast his care upon God. 

Having thus drawn our meditations on this 
subject to a conclusion^ let us pause a moment 
before we shut them in» and just see in one view, 
a state of the case. 

God hath ordered us to ca^t our care upon him. 
<— In the first place, what are we? What mortal 
dare say, he can foresee, or command, the roost 
trivial event? Conjecture is his utmost. What 
therefore can our own care do for us ? 

Then again, who is it that orders us to cast our 
care upon him? — That Almighty Being, who 
created the world — who formed the earth — who 
poured the ocean around it — and spread over it 
the starry heavens — who maketh summer and 
winter — seed-time and harvest — and preserveth 
this vast universe in all its variety and regularity. 
— This Almighty Being condescends to take us, 
and all our affairs under his care. And shall we 
hesitate? Shall/ we consider a moment whether 
we are in better hands under his gracious manage- 
ment, or in our own?— "Let us then fall down 
before this great God> — let us humbly entreat his 

pardon 
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pardon for every rebellious^ self-exalting thought 
— let us gratefully thank him for his condescend- 
ing goodness — and with humble submission co^/ 
all our care upon hm^ knowing, from abundant 
testimony, that he carethfor us. 
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Psalm cvii. 8. 

O THAT MEN WOULD THEREFORE PRAISE THE LORD 
FOR HIS GOODNESS ; AND DECLARE THE WONDERS 
THAT HE DOTH FOR THE CHILDREN OF MEN. 



The beautiful psalm from which this passage 
is taken, is a thanksgiving to God for his mer- 
cies. These mercies are recounted in different 
parts of it ; and at the end of each part you will 
find the verse I have just read to yoii introduced 
as a kind of chorus. It is repeated four times in 
the course of the psalm. 

But though many of the mercies of God are 
here mentioned^ yet it is supposed, by learned 
men, that the general intentioh of the psalm is a 
thanksgiving to God, on the deliverance of the 
Jews from captivity. Some indeed suppose, that, 

under 
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under the idea of thanking God for a deliverance 
from a temporal captivity, it con veya, iii the spirit 
of propheoy» a thanksgiving for that greater de* 
liverance from sin, which was promised in Christ. 
There is, at least, so much the appearance of 
truth in this interpretation, that I shall consider 
the text as affording ground enough for the foU 
lowing doctrine — that, although we ought to 
praise God for all his mercies ; yet his ^ritual 
mercies deserve our highest gratitude* This, 
therefore, shall be the subject of my present dis- 
Gourse; in which I shall, jSr^^, explain the doc« 
trine ; and, secondly^ app^y ^^* 

It hath pleased Almighty God to i^ace man^ 
kind in various stations of life ) and for wise 
reasons, no doubt. In part, these rea^ns are 
evident.. The great business of the world could 
not proceed without this variety. There mmt be 
persons to fill the lower, as well as the higher 
stations in life-m while superfluity on one side, and 
poverty on the other, are the great means of ex- 
tending benevolence, humanity, temperance, 
gratitude, patience, and resignation. 

Now they, who are in lower stations, are very 
apt to consider those in higher, as under the 
pecvdiar blessing of God. They see the rich man 
^ possessing 
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possessing advantages which they want — fur* 
nished with comforts which they ^rannot procure 
—-and enjoying pleasures which they cannot 
reach ; while they find themselves not only with-^ 
out these comforts and pleasures, but engaged 
in labour ; and often, with difficulty, obliged to 
earn tlieir bread. 

From observing this great difference between 
themselves and others ; and considering things 
only as they appear outwardly, they are apt to 
think the blessings of this world produce the 
greatest happiness which their Creator can be- 
stow. 

Now, it would be no difficult matter to show, 
that all conditions of life, as far as the happiness of 
this world is concerned, are^on an equal footing. 
If those in lower stations have not so many plea* 
sures, they have, at least, fewer distresses. Riches 
produce innumerable cares and anxieties, with 
which low stations are unacquainted. They are 
unacquainted also with a variety of mortifications, 
which attend vanity, pride, and the indulgaice 
of such desires, as are found, more or less, in the 
higher stations of life. They have often better 
health, and better spirits, than those whose 
wealth enables them to indulge in the gratifica- 
tions of life. They can also more easily put 

their 
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their children out ia the world* If they pro- 
cure them habits of industry, they provide for 
them. 

In all stations of life, high and low, men may 
make themselves miserable by their foUies, im^ 
prudencies, and wickedness* But in all stations 
they may also make themselves as happy as the 
things of this world can make them, by their pru- 
dence, industry, and religious contentment. 

Upon the whole, therefore, it would be no diflfi- 
cult point to show, that happiness and misery, as 
far as this world is concerned, are equally divided 
among all stations of life j and that we ourselves^ 
not the station, makes the difference. This, how- 
ever, is not the point I want to show at present^ 
The point I want to show at present is, what the 
text sets before you, that the blessings of this 
world, neither among people of high, nor of low 
condition, are the greatest of God's blessings^; 
but that, however unequally God may dispose the 
good things of this world, his greatest blessings 
are allotted eqiially to all ; and that these are the 
blessings which most especially call upon us to 
praise the Lord for his goodness^ and declare the 
wonders that he doth for the children of men. 
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No^ the greatest of God's btes^ingi^, and wfaiefa 
he distributes equally to all mankind, are tiios^ 
certainly, wliich relate to a future state, in which 
God makes no distinction between man and man. 
No one is so low as not to be equally considered 
by his Maker ; no one so high as to be considered 
»w)re than the lowest. What we have therefore 
to impress upon j>nr minds is^ that these greatest 
of God*» blessings are infinitely superior to any 
ha{^)ineS8 of this world. 

Now, in order to consider this matter in a cwu 
kmcmg light, we have only to consider it in a true 
diae^ Should we be asked seriously, whether our 
t^ouls or our bodies were of more consequence ? 
however negligent we are of our souls, when the 
question is thus put home^ we should not hesitate 
for an answer. As much therefc^^e as our souls 
are superior to our bodies, so much^ of course, are 
the things which relate to them superior to those 
which telate only to our bodies. The blessing of 
our redemption frora sin» through the merits of 
Christ — the blessing of our being assisted by God^s 
Holy Spirit in our endeavours after a good life -i— 
the blessing of our being made heirs of everlast- 
ing happit^ess in a world to e0fiie> we must allow^ 

are 
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ftre blessings of more moment than the richest 
possessions of this world. 

The real fact is, we are created, through the 
mercy of God, wholly, and solely, to enjoy the 
blessings of everlasting life. This life, in Gk>d 
Almighty's plan, whatever it may be in ours, is 
considered as nothing in the light of happiness 
and misery. It is less than a drop of water in the 
ocean. Here we ane placed for a short time, to 
prepare ourselves for future happiness. The bles- 
sings and miseries of this life are the appointed 
means of our preparation. Riches tempt us to 
indulge ourselves, and forget God ^ and poverty 
to murmur at him, and be discontented ; and , 
we ought all to endeavour to pass religiously 
through those means of trial, whatever they are, 
which God hath appointed. But if we do not 
<K>nsider these things as fWafe^^if we foolishly set 
mir hearts on fibe good things of this world, or as 
foolishly grieve when we want them, we consi- 
der them falsely, and we ourselves, by our folly, 
give them an importance which naturally be- 
longs not to them. 

Let me explain this to you by an easy case. 
A child is heir, we suppose, to a large fortune ; 
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but till he come of age, he must pass through such 
an education as will fit him for the proper enjoy- 
ment of it^ During this time you see how gene- 
rally thoughtless he is of all his better interests. 

How careleslsly does he spend his time !■ 
It is force only that can bring him to such things, 
as tend to his improvement You see he sets a 
much greater value on the little amusements of 
his childhood, than on all his future high expec- 
tations. Nay, such is his folly, that he would at 
any time give up all his future hopes, to avoid 
some slight inconvenience, which attends his 
present statian ; or to obtain some trifling satis- 
faction, in itself of no value. But what says 

the serious bye-stander to all this? He knows the 
value of things ; and sees how wantonly the little 
prodigal would barter an estate for a play-thing. 

Such children are we. Though we are heirs 
of everlasting happiness^ and placed by God 
Almighty in such a state, that it is our own fault 
f we do not secure it; yet, like children, we pre- 
fer a play-thing to an inheritance — ^ the vanities 
of life to the expectations of heaven. 

Wicked and profligate men, it is true, trouble 
not their heads with these things. But I am not 
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mm talking to wickecf and profligate men ; but 
endeavouring, I hope» to convince serious people, 
that their heavenly expectations, the blessings 
of redemption from sin, ^nd the hopes of God's 
favour through Christ, are as superior to all the 
blessings of this world, as the rich inheritance of 
a child to the playthings of his youth. 

Having thus endeavoured to explain the doc« 
trine of the text, I shall now, as I proposed, 
secondly^ apply it. It may be applied equally to 
the rich and poor. Let the rich man first ap* 
ply it. 

God Almighty hath given you large posses^ 
dons. Take care not to rate them too high in 
your esteem ; but consider them as advantages 
infinitely inferior to those great blessings, which 
are equally offered to the poor, and to you. On 
this humble sense of the inferiority of these worldly 
advantages, depends all the hope of your making 
a proper use of them. If you value them beyond 
their worth, you will of course value yourself for 
possessing them — you will be proud among 
your equals, and insolent among your inferiors. 
And if you place your chief happiness in them, 
you must of course abuse them in the gratification 
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of your ovvn selfish passions. On the other band, 
if you consider them not more highly than you 
ought, but rank them, (according to the doc- 
trine of the text,) in due subordination to the 
things of the next world, you will consider them 
as trusts, of which you are to give an account to 
God. — You will consider them as trials, which 
may, without the greatest care, mislead you } but 
mth care, may assist you in working outt/our own 
salvation. You will guard therefore against a love 
of pleasure, and improper indulgencies } you will 
consider, that at the gf eat end of all things, the 
rich and poor shall be joined in one general body 
-—that all worldly distinctions shall be then dis- 
solved— and the great blessings, which belong 
equally to all, shall then take place. You will, 
therefore, treat your poor neighbour with gentle- 
ness and humanity, were it for no other reason 
than because, if your poor neighbour hath lived 
better than yourself, you may hereafter see Aim, 
whom you had formerly treated with contempt» 
raised into a station far superior to your ownt 

The poor man may equally apply this doc- 
trine J and bring it homp in a very comfortable 
manner. You have not, it is true, much of this 

world's 
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world's goods, and if you consider U^is world^s 
goods as the greatest of God's blessings, you must 
ne^ds be miserable. You will envy your superiors 
^-*-you will covet their possessions— *you will mur* 
mur against God, and be inclined perhaps to 
better your condition by dishonesty.— From aU 
this, however, you will reap no comfort j but 
great unhappiness. 

On the other hand, if you believe the doctrine 
of the text— if you are assured, that the blessings 
of the next world are the cAi^ blessii^gs which 
God bestows on the children of men-«you wil( 
not then see so much difference betweev your 
condition, and that of your richer neighbours. 
Even supposingthe good thingsof this world were 
attended with more advantages than they really 
are, still they are such short-lived possessions, that 
they cannot be esteemed very valuable by any 
one who truly considers the difference between 
time and eternity -^between a grain of sand, and 
tjhe shores of the ocean.— What matters it, there- 
fore, what your possessions are in ihe short time 
allotted to you in this world. That God, who 
feeds the ravens, and dothea the flowers of the 
fialdf will take care that you shall never be left 
4e9tittitef if you put your trust in him.— Measure 
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not then God's value for you, by your not 
possessing those things which God himself does 
not value. It is not with riches that he rewards 
his faithful servants. Even Christ himself had 
not where to lay his head. Your soul is of the same 
value in God's sight, as the soul of your richest 
neighbour. It is equally the care of God — 
equally redeemed by the blood of Christ — and 
equally created for immortality. Be not then 
distressed in your humble station. Behave pro- 
perly in it. Trust in that God, by whom the 
very hairs of your head are all numbered. Rely 
upon his wisdom — ^and doubt not, but all things 
are ordered for the best. You have innumerable 
opportunities of pleasing God, in your humble 
station. Endeavour, therefore, to please him ; 
and be assured, that if you do your duty in this 
worid, however low your station may be, you 
will always be under God's protection here ; and 
in the end find, that temporal things, in their 
highest perfection, are as dust only in the 
balance, compared with the gloriies that shall be 
revealed. 

Thus comfortably may both rich and poor ap- 
ply this doctrine to themselves: the rich, in seeing 
(he littleness of those things, they are too apt to 
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value — the poor, in assuring themselves, that a 
treasure in heaven is superior to them all. 

If then, my brethren, to conclude from the 
whole, we are convinced in reason, that the things 
of the next world are infinitely more valuable 
than the things of this, let us give a proof of our 
conviction in our lives, — Let us strive to live so, 
.as to obtain possession of those things. Let not 
the glorious prize be held up to us in vain. It is 
an unthrifty bargain to give up the blessings of 
eternity for the gratification of a few years. We 
sometimes see the thoughtless prodigal pay an 
exorbitant interest for a small supply to his lavish 
necessities, an Incumbrance which makes his 
whole future life perhaps miserable. This is folly 
in a great extreme. But what shall we say for 
the foUy of that man, who, for the pleasurable 
enjoyments of a few days, lavishes away the hap- 
piness of eternity ? 

Let us then dread to traffic on such unequal 
conditions. Why should we deal with a deceit- 
ful world, when our heavenly Father offers us 
such ample conditions ? In him let us trust for 
all his future mercies; and, in the mean time, 
praise him for all his past goodness } declaring 
what wonders he hath done for the children of 

men 
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nwh And may that goodness^ which he hath in 
store for us, and those wonders of redemptioni 
which he hath provided for us, work in our hearts 
BO powerfully, that through his gracious assist- 
ance, ^soe may so pass throitgh things temporal^ u 
JinoUtf to gain the things that are eternal/ 
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Psalm iv. 4. 

COMMUNE WITH YOUR OWN HEART. 



To commune mth our own hearts^ is a rule which 
suits the world as well as religion. Here how* 
ever it is applied wholly to religion. It enjoins 
m to examine ourselves frequently in the way of 
religious exercise-**^ to call our ways to remem* 
branoe^-i^to see where we want amendment «-« 
and to apply it^where necessary. • 

But though we are not to consider the passage 
before us as a rule of worldly prudence ; it would 
be happy if we made as much use of it in matters 
of religion, as the man of business does in matters 
of prudence. Examine him in his shop, or in 
his counting-house, and you will see how eager 

he 
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he is to discover what mistakes he hath made in his 
accounts — where he hath been misled — where 
he hath lost sight of his real interest — who 
have dealt unfairly with him — and who, under 
the pretence of fair-dealing, have had designs 
upon him* All this is matter of his greatest 
care: he communes with hi^ oxm heart : and never 
suffers himself to be deceived again by any thing 
that hath deceived him once. 

It would be well for the religious man, if he 
were always disposed to commune thus with his 
heart — if he could thus strip temptation of its 
various disguises — examine where he hath been 
deceived by appearances ; and never suffer the 
same deception to mislead him a second time. 

We all have our failings; and every man's, 
heart, if he commune with it in earnest, will sug- 
gest them to him. I shall however in the fol- 
lowing, discourse, endeavour to assist your [me- 
mory a little in this matter, by mentioning some 
of those faults, into which we are most apt to fall. 
And each of you, as I go on, may commune, with 
his own heartf and apply to himself what seems 

to touch his own particular case. 1 shall 

begin with open, gross sins, and proceed to defi- 
ciencfes in duty. 

Perhaps, 
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Perhaps, on communing with your own heart, 
you find you are addicted to the sin of swearing, 
I will not suppose you such a profligate, as to be 
notoriously guilty of it — to swear on every occa- 
sion : I will suppose only that your conversation is 
not guarded ; and that the oath too frequently 
makes a part of it, — But now commune with your 
oivn heart a little on this subject. Consider what 
advantage you have ever reaped from swearing at 
all. It is a wickedness no doubt — that you must 
allow« But it will be something gained, if you 
have been in any respect the better for it. Some 
sins produce at least worldly advantages. Consider, 
therefore, what advantage of any kind hath arisen 
from swearing. If you can recollect none, I should 
think a very little communing with yourself might 
be sufficient. — If it be a wickedness, as you must 
allow, and no advantage arises from that wicked- 
ness, surely you are very absurd in risking dam- 
nation for nothing. — Perhaps you recollect, that 
it is chiefly in anger you swear. Resolve there- 
fore, as far as you can, never to suifer yourself to 
fall into these lawless passions : and when you hap- 
pen to be in one, endeavour to get a custom of 
.watching all your words with attention. For you 
know, that swearing is but a custom, and that, if 
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you please, you tnay get acustotQ of notswcarii^g: 
It is just as easy: for every thing may be learned 
and unlearned also by custom ; and when you 
have gotten a custom of not swearing, you will 
find that swe{u*ing is quite unnatural to ydu. 

Together with swearing leave off ail invocatiiHis 
ofi God» What occasion have you to express 
your wonder, by exclaiming, Good God ! or 
Good Lord ! It is Offensive to serious people — 
it borders nearly on swearing — and cannot but 
be displeasing to God. It is certainly one mode 
of* taking his name in vain. 

Perhaps you are not accustomed to swearing : 
your chief fault is drinking. Commune mth your 
own heart a little on this head. You recollect that 
many times, when your intention was only to in- 
dulge a little^ you have been led on by bad com«- 
pany, or perhaps more properly by your own bad 
inclination a little farther ; and 9till a little be- 
yondthat; till at length — you recollect with sor- 
9*0 w the consequetice -^ you have quarrelled with 
your friends-^ you have abused your nei^bours 
— you have terrified those whom you were bound 
tolove — youhaveexposedyourfoUies— andhave 
tipent, ptfhaps in one night's drinking, what 

would 
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would liave provided two or three days bread for 
your family. If you have any sense of feeling -— 
if your reason be not totally drowned, it distresses 
you to recollect all this. Resolve then for thd^ 
fbture^that no one shall ever find you in the same 
situation again -^ that you will carefully avoid 
being led away by bad company •— that you will 
get habits of sobriety ; and never suffer the be* 
ginning of a vice, which has often so mortifying 
a conclusion. 

Perhaps your circumstances may allow you to 
drink without injuring your family. That is an 
excuse indeed ! What a miserable and ungrateful 
return do you make to God for his goodness ! 

Perhaps you neither svrearnor drink ; bat lewd- 
ness is your darling sin* Yoa recollect the impu« 
rity of your thoughts ; the fiithiness of your con- 
versation; the wickedness of your actions ; and 
that this wickedness has tended to tbe corruption 
of others as well as yourself. Consider die vile 
character c^ being a corrupter. It ^nds altnoit 
at the head of the whole list of ^nert. Implore 
then God's pardon for your sins «-^ thank him 
thait he has not cut you off in the midst of them; 
and resolve by tbe assistance of fais.grace^ to 
tt^ter all your impure desires for the future. 

But 
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But perhaps, on communing mthyowr aim hearty 
jou may find, that you have not been very 
guilty in any of these ways — but that your chief 
•failing has been in your dealings with others. In 
short, you find you have not clearly been an 
honest man — somewhat addicted to knavery. 
You recollect, that you have often secretly over- 
reached your neighbour in a bargain. You find 
perhaps stiU in your heart, a base inclination to 
cheating, whenever you can do it privately— and 
if you have any remains of conscience left^ a 
dexterity in forming little shufiling excuses, to 
lay it asleep. All this, the more you commune 
with your own hearty you will detest the more. 
You will resolve, by the grace of God, to be an 
honest man for the future ; to be true to your 
trust, whatever the trusiiB — and to make all your 
bargains^ however secret, with as much integrity 
M if they had been made in the face of all th^ 
worlds Perhaps you may not yet have b^en dis^ 
covered. Suspected indeed you may liave been, 
as there will always be something leading to sus- 
picion. But take care never to do a knavish 
act again, which may turn suspicion into con^ 
victiori. — M^ere you have the power, it is fit 
aiso that you should make restitution. 

But 
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But perhaps your heart has been as frequently 
under die influence of malice as of dishonesty. 
You have often secretly wished ill to your neigh- 
bour — nay, perhaps you have even been tempted 
to do him an injury, when you could do it pri- 
vately, though you could reap no advantage 
from it yourself} but merely took a pleasure in 
gratifying some little vile passion of envy, or re- 
venge. Such a wickedness, let me tell you, has 
more the stamp of hell upon it, than defrauding 
your neighbour in a bargain. On cimmumng mtk 
your heartt if you have any idea oi Christianity^ 
let this wickedness be rooted out 

; But though you have never suffered the malice 
of your heart to go so far as to do your neighbour 
a mischief; yet, on communing with it, you find 
you have often been glad to hear of any mischief 
that has been done him by others*; or of any mis- 
fortune that has befallen him. You feel, you take 
. a pleasure in hearing him ill spoken of; and are 
ready enough to throw in something of your own, 
when you can do it without seeming to do it, 
which may tend to make the burden heavier upon 
him. Or if you have not said any thing against 
him in maHce; yet in wantonness perhq>s you 
VOL. II. s have 
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have aaid much -m- things which have nofc h«en 
uffieieatly e^iaauned -^ Mihioh are liol perhsqfis 
true 1^ which are oi^Iy haIi'told> and though idly 
and wmtasiy said by you^ may strikQ him deefi, 
and often make a'b$ting impression on others. 

But perhaps you havie none of thia misehievoua 
lapagoage ta answer for. The iknkiiiesa of your 
^wivearseftion may take another turn. You find* on 
(omnuniHg' ^mih yAur b^art, you apre addicted to 
^behood* You make bo scruple of telling an 
untfutK either to conceal something yob wish 
to conceal, or to make something in which yen 
are interested believed. Commune a little with t/our 
hmri oti thk subject ) search it to the bottom \ 
ij9d €k)iit aU its tittle dirty Ikkeboodls ; and resolve 
ittM&iUy^ for thQ future^ ta speak the truth on 
eirary Qcoasioik ' 

But perhaps, your heart aecosea you> on com- 
muniog witb it, ip some other way. ¥o«i may 
recdUect^ youareill4ea[)pered, qoarptteome, ahu-^ 
sive. How are you with your »eighb€)»r ? Do 
you live ttfeam ^{^ him 9 or are you always 
fimii^g QUA some trifling matter to dmw on a 
quarrel?' Howdo^you behave in you^ own family ? 

In 
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In a gentki kind, obliging mioiner ? or, do yM 
make all around you unhappy, by your sullen, 
and testy humours i or your harsh, and brutal 
behaviour? 

Or, though you may Hot observe any ill-teni« 
per, ydu may observe a dispositioD to idleness. 
Yqu may be apt to neglect your business^ md mn 
after diversions. All of us, high and low^ have 
duties and offices in life, of diftrent kinds to per- 
form, for which onr ttme^ our fortune^ and op- 
portunities are given us. We should camimins 
therrfwe with our keatt&f and discover^ whethei* 
we do thus perform them ; or whether we think 
of little besides our own pleasures, and amuse-^ 
ments. Every wrong propensityi therefore, that 
we find growing upon us, we oug^ to check, 
before it. forms itself into a haUtr 

And, indeed, the great advantage of cernimw^ng- 
Jrequentiy with your hearty msi&s firom its enabting 
you to take every wrotigness in the beginning f 
and thus to prevent its earning to^a h^ad* An 
idle disposition, for instance, may soon b^ check- 
ed ; if not, it leads to all wickedness. Sundays are 
soon made days of diverskm. Then follow othef 
mischiefs. So that an idle disposition, if sufieredta 
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increase, is a grievous malady, when it becomes 
a habit. 

But in communing mthyour hearty you should 
not be satisfied oii finding nothing very criminal 
there. If you have attained so far, commune 
with it a little more closely. Consider, that you 
are not only instructed to leave off wickedness ; 
but to do. good. 

. You find, for instance, on looking into your- 
self,, that although you have never cheated your 
neighbour, you have rarely shown any kindness, 
and tenderness to him«— that, on most occasions, 
you have rather been the priest, and the Levite, 
than the good Samaritan. You h^i^jQ passed by on 
the otfier side^ when you have seen him in distress ; 
.you. have purposely shut your eyes, instead of 
running to relieve him. 

Thus ^ain, on communing with your heart, 
though you find, you neither profane the name of 
Gpd by swearing j nor spend his sabbaths in idle 
pastimes; nor neglect either public, or private 
devotion ; yet still you cannot but perceive, the 
world has your afiections ; and that your heart 
does not know the meaning of having its comoer-^ 
•sation in heaven. You believe indeed in God ; but 
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you trust in the world. You talk of heavenly 
things: but it is from earthly things that Jrou 
expect your happiness. You go to church: but 
your prayers are lifeless. It is irksome to you to 
attend the public worship of God. You are glad 
when it is over, that you may be again among 
your amusements, or in your business. Your body 
perhs^s may be in a posture of devotion ; but 
your thoughts are gadding abroad in the world, 
and busy in its concerns. You feel your heart 
dead to all the offices of religion. You receive 
daily blessings from God — your life —your food 
— your clothing — the means of happiness both 
here and hereafter — a thousand comforts-^ a 
thousand mercies ; but your heart feels no im- 
pressions of gratitude. It is rarely raised to 
heaven, in one fervent thanksgiving. — You read 
the Scriptures indeed occasionally ; but you read 
them with coldness, inattention, and indifference. 
Your heart feels lione of the comforts they should 
administer. You may know what they contain: 
you can point out without book perhaps our 
Saviour's miracles ; and are minutely acquainted 
with the circumstancesf of his life and death: 
but is your spirit so impressed with what yoxi 
read, as to be conformed to their spirit? Do 
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you feel the effhci of what Christ and his apostles 
say; and take pains to persuade yourself, that in 
what they say, they are speaking to you ? — You 
believe too in the immortality of your soul : but 
you feel more delight in the comforts of your 
body. You wish to go to heaven; but you 
would be glad, in your road thither, to stc^ and 
take up all the pleasures of the world as you go 
along. Thus you profess yourself a Christian : 
but where ii» that true sincere faith in Christy 
which leads to good works ^^ where is the holi- 
ness, the devotion, the piety, and tbe purity^ 
which can mi^ke you in earnest a disciple of the 
blessed Jesua? If you act, as you ought, you will 
call yourself to account for all this lukewarmnes& 
You will commune mth your heart. Such worldly 
habits, you will cry, can never purify my soul* 
They can never fit it for a place of holiness. —- 
Heaven is a state of holiness ; and if* I wish to 
arrive there, I must make my soul holy like it. 
God hath promised me everlasting happiness; 
but he requires me first to earn it, if I may so 
speak, by passing religiously through a state of 
trial. Let me then strive to awaken every feel- 
ing of my heart : let me daily commune with it; 
that by thinking earnestly on the mercies of 

God 
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GkKl in Chiidt^ I fifliay gain iha.t heivenly dispo*. 
sfitiOH) which alohe cati fit bid fbr hils kitlgdoiDi 

ThU6» iDy brethf etiii I have d^tlsidered the ptih^ 
Gi|)ftl sini^^ kfirmitiei^ ^nd defidieticiel^, Whith^ 
more (a leli^ We ^ll ht\j tttid 1vhi<ih W6 dhdl ftll bcl 
enabled to discover in ourselves, by applying the 
text as we ought, and communing with our hearts. 
I need not employ more time in impressing the 
necessity of it. You see, in two words, the state 
of the case. — You know this world will not allow 
you to sin on for ever. That is a clear point. 
There must be an end in one shape or other. 
The question, therefore, comes to this : You must 
either repent of your sins, on one hand ; or, on 
the other, God will cut you off in the midst of 
them. There is no middle way. — Now, which 
of these two methods you will take, God hath 
given you the liberty to chuse. If you chuse to 
continue in your sins, and not endeavour to amend 
your lives, you have your option-— and must take 
the consequence. — But if you chuse rather to 
repent of your sins, than to be cut off in the midst 
of them ; then the text comes in with its useful 
advice. The first step in amending your faults 
is to make yourselves acquainted with them ; 

s 4 and 
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and this can only b^ done by cofhmuning with 
your (yam hearts. — May God^s blessing assist you 
in settling this very serious matter with your 
own souls I and finally bring you all to hiniself» 
through the merits of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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Matthew, i. 21* 

SHE SHALL BRING FORTH A SON, AND THOU SHALT 
CALL HIS NAME JESUS ; FOR HE SHALL SAVE 
HIS PEOPLE FROM THEIR SINS. 



In the following discourse I propose, jlir^/, to give 
you a short view of the principal events of our 
blessed Saviour's life ; and then to show you, on 
what grounds we believe them. 

Our Saviour's life may be divided into three 
parts — that which contained his early years — 
that which contained his |)uMc ministry — and that 
which contained the circumstances of his death 

and 
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and resurrection. An easy division of this kind 
brings the whole more readily before us. 

Of the early part of his life we have these par- 
ticulars. He was born at Bethlehem of a pare 
virgin. The joyful news of his birth was spread 
around the country of Judea by a company of 
pious shepherds, informed by a vision of angels ; 
while it was carried into distant parts by the ap- 
pearance of a star^ to some learned and religious 
men in the East. 

The holy child, soon after lii» birth, was con- 
veyed into Egypt to avoid the cruelty of Herod j 
and after that fear was over, was brought back 
to Nazareth, where he lived obscurely with his 
mother, and reputed father, till he was thirty 
yeais of age. 

About that time Jobn the Baptist appeared* 
This holy man was born somewhat before Jesus 
in a miraculous manner, of jnous parents, far ad- 
vanced in age ; and bad been foretold by the 
prophets, as the forerunner of the Messiah, to 
l^epare mankind for the gospel by repentance* 
Abont the time of his deaths Jesus began his mi- 
nistry. 
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nistry. Here we enter on the second great period 
of his life. 



It was his first care to chuse disciples, who 
might be witnesses of his discourses and actions ; 
and record them for the benefit of future gene- 
rations. His discourses were directed chiefly to 
the Jews. His apostles were ordered to preach 
the gospel afterwards to the Gentiles. 

The first object of bis discourses was, to rec- 
tify the abuses of the law of Moses. As this law 
was a divine institution, our Saviour thought it 
proper to clear it of those corruptions, with which 
the Pharisees and Jewish rabbies had polluted it ; 
and likewise to superadd the purer doctrines of 
Christianity. 

Another object of our blessed Saviour*s dis- 
courses was, to set before the Jews God*s inten- 
tion of calling the Gentiles, and giving them, to- 
gether with the Jews, the privileges of the gospel. 
This was one of those hard sayings^ which the 
Jews could not easily bear. Jesus, thereifbre, 
opened it gi-adually to them— often by parables, 

which 
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which softened the unwelcome truth, by making 
them, in a manner, instruct themselves. 

Prophecy was another object of our blessed 
Lord's discourses. His own death — the de- 
struction of Jerusalem — the call of the Gentiles 
— and many other events, Jesus foretold ; which 
tended, after their completion, to confirm the 
faith of his disciples. 

His discourses also were often meant to en- 
courage his followers to continue their ministry 
boldly after his death. He told them, it is true, 
the worst that should happen ; but he confirmed 
their faith with such animating hopes, that their 
sufFcirings in this world appeared as nothing, 
when compared with the glories of the next. 

But the great end of his divine discourses was, 
to bring immortality to light through the gospel 
— and to show mankind, that this world is only 
a state of preparation to raise them to the glory 
that should be revealed^ Such were our blessed 
Saviour's discourses. 

His great actions consisted chiefly in the mi- 
racles which he wrought^ These miracles were 

of 
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of various kinds. Some showed his power over 
evil spirits ; as when he cast out devils. Others 
-showed his power over death, and the grave ; as 
when he raised tlie dead. — Some again showed 
his power of creation ; as when he satisfied a 
multitude with a pittance. — Other miracles 
showed his power to destroy, as well as to create; 
as when he blasted the unfruitful fig-tree with a 
word. — Others again showed his power over the 
elements; as when he walked upon the sea, 
and stilled the winds and the waves. — Now 
though some of these miracles, we see, were so 
contrived as to show our Saviour's jpower, (and to 
evince him to be, as he is called in Scripture, the 
Creator of all things,) yet the greater part of them 
were also works of kindness and charity to man- 
kind. Such were all those numerous cures, of 
which almost all his miracles consisted. At the 
same time, his miracles not only show*ed his 
power and goodness in a high degree ; but 
proved also, which seems to have been their 
primary end, the divine authority, and truth of 
the religion he taught. 

The 
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The last period of our Saviour's Hfe contains 
his death and resurrection. This is the grand part 
of all — the conclusion — the summing up of 
the wh(rie work of redemption. 

As Jesus did not appear in that grandeur with 
which the Jewish rulers imagined the Messiah 
ought to have appeared — nor take any step to 
deliver them from the Romans^ which was the 
great deliverance they expected^ tbey were highly 
incensed at his pretending to be what they would 
not acknowledge ; and entere/i into a. wicked 
conspiracy to put him^ to d^th. But as the 
people universally favoured bimi they feared a 
rescue, till one of his owii disciples betrayed him 
to them> at alate bottr^ when the people could 
not be aware of it* He was then put into the 
hands of the Roman governor, where they con^ 
eluded he wonld be sufficiently secure. 

The cruel scene o£ Golgotha followed -^ at 
which, we are told, all nature was convulsed. 
The earth shook — the rocks were reat -^ and 
darkness, at nooorday overspread the landw -r- For 

• LuKE; xxii. 6. 

what 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



SERMON XLVII. 27I 

what purpose can we suppose these convulsions 
of nature are recorded, but to teach us, how 
tliat amaamg transaction should affect us ? 

TTie grave however could not contain its divine 
prisoner. On the third day he arose. His death 
made the grand atonement for the sins of the 
world. His rising from the dead gave his fol- 
lowers the firmest proof of that resurrection to 
eternal happiness, which he had promised. 



Having thus taken a short view of the life and 
death of our blessed Saviour, I shall now en^ 
deavQur ta show yon, oh what ground we believe 
these things. 

During; our Savioux'^s life, the mighty works, 
mdaick he wrought^ were sufficient proof to all 
WQU«ctia|K»ed |leqple, of his divine authority ; and 
of the truth of his doctrine^ But we, wha Kve so 
ktfig after tibese events^ require other prool'~ we 
require proof,, that these mighty works were 
wrought at alL 

Now among . the numieroiis argmnents — and 

they 
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they are numerous — which might be brough' tto 
prove the truth of the New Testament, and of all 
that is contained in it, I shall select two, which 
I think are, of themselves, fully sufficient to con- 
vince any reasonable person.— One of them shall 
be drawn from the prophecies of the Old Testa- 
ment — the other from a concurrence of Christian 
writers, who authenticate the New. 

With regard to the prophecies of the Old Tes- 
tament, it must first be remembered, that the 
books in which these prophecies are contained, 
had been in the hands of the Jews, at least four 
hundred years before the birth of Christ. There 
* never was the least suspicion therefore — indeed 
there could be none— -that they were written (^ier 
the events^ which they foretold. If the purity and 
genuineness of the Jewish prophets depended on 
npother evidence than that of the Jews themselves, 
it would surely be sufficient. For the Jews, not- 
withstanding they disbelieve these prophecies in 
our sense, and affix their own meaning to them, 
yet have to this day constantly preserved them 
with the utmost reverence. So that in fact the 

infidelity 
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Jewsg is oiM of the strongest prodfs of the truth 
of Christianity ; as it establishes, beym^d contra- 
diction, the geauineness of those prophecies, oti 
which Christianity so mudi depends. 
. The great argument thien drawn from pro- 
phecy to prove the truth of Christianity, is this. 
Here are certain old books, written by persons 
pretending to be inspired by God. In these 
books, different events are mentioned m prophet 
ciesp of a singular person, who was to be bom, as 
no man ever was born before, of a pure virgiB 

— who was to unite in himself the divine nature 
with the human, which no person ever did before* 

— who was to be a great prince ; and yet to 
spring from the meanest parentage — to be a 
great conqueror, and yet never raised to any 
earthly command — who was to be without ain> 
and yet to be numbered with transgressors***- who 
was to be put to death for the sins of mankind^ 
and afflerwards to rise from the dead -^ these, 
and a great variety of other interesting eircuia- 
stances, occur uk differ^t parts of these anci^it 
books ; and certainly ooincided with no persoo 
then known. 

;^owwe have also mother book — the New 
VOL. 11. t Testament 
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Testament «-- in which we have the history of a. 
singular person, Jesus Christ — agreeing in every 
particular, with what is so wonderfully described 
in these ancient books; The question then is, 
Svhether the prophecies of the Old Testament, 
given many hundred years before Christ, and ful-, 
filled so precisely in Christ, and yet many of* them , 
so apparently contradictorj^ could be otherwise' 
than directed by the Holy Spirit of God? Such 
wonderful coincidences every candid person I 
should think must acknowledge to be a strong 
argument for the truth of the New Testament, 
and the facts it contains. 

The other argument mentioned, is taken from 
the connected testimony of different writers. 

About the time the New Testament was 
written, and at various times since that period, 
many pious books were composed by good Chris- 
tians, and are still extant ; in which learned men 
have traced up the New Testament ; and find it 
quoted, just in the manner we now have it, in one 
or o^her of them, to the very time, when it pre. 
tends to have been written. 

If then this was the case, it must be a true re- 
8 ' cord. 
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cord, for there were pisrsons alive when it was 
written^ who must have known all the facts con- 
tained in it ; and would soon have shewn it to 
have been a forger}% if it had been one. 

If then it could not have been forged, when it 
was first published, at what other time could it 
have been forged? Unless we suppose all these 
numerous books in which it is mentioned could 
have been forged also, which cannot well be cpn- 
ceived, it seems hardly possible to fix any time 
when a forgery could take place. So that it^ 
coming down to us, mentioned by so many 
writers from the time of its being first written, 
proves that it is a true record ; and that the facts 
it contains are true. i 

Thus then the gospel, we see, comes recom- 
mended to our faith by such evidence, as nearly 
amounts to demonstration. No doubt, it con- 
tains many difficulties ; but where we have posi^ 
the proof J diffkulUes should vanish. We are 
well assured, for instance, that the tides of the 
ocean are governed by the moon. We have 
proof of it every day. Whatever difficulties 
therefore arise, on the question, and. many do 

T 2 arise, 
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arise, otir belief tbtt the tides are governeil hj 
the moon, remaios atill unshaken^ --* Thus tiiere 
may be difficulties in religion : but though a 
difficulty may be a drawback in a doubtful qi^es* 
tion, it can never overthrow a positive proof. — 
The great point of dxfierence therefore between 
the sceptic and the bdiever is this : the former 
eamnines only difficuliies: the latter rests t^pen 
proof. 

If then we hdieoe the go^el, our lae^t busi«> 
hess is to obey it. If the New Testament be 
true, every thing contained in it is true likewise* 
Let us then, my Iniethren, look to oursdves. 
All its promises-^ all its hopes — and all its 
threatenings are true. Let us not then consider 
these things as matters in which we have no 
t^ncern. What higher can we have, than how 
to obtain happiness, in a life, that is to last for 
tverf U however we value not the promises of 
the gospel^ let ns attend at least to its tlireateo- 
iilgs; assuring ourselves, that as certainly as 
this hdy book is true, so certainly, both it3 pro- 
mises and threatenings are true likewise. Let 
us then look to ouraelves. A deep interest lies 
at stake. Let us remember what this holy 

book. 
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book, in a hundred passages informs us, amount- 
ing on the whole to this effect, that they who 
hcpoe done good, shall rise to the resurrection of 
Ufe, and'ihey who have done evil — to the resurrec* 
tion (f damnation. i 
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JAMES, il\ 17« _ 

FAITH, IF IT HAVE NOT WORKS, IS DEAD, BEING 
ALONE. 



I 



The \y or a faith hath certainly different mean- 
ings in Scripture ; but the nature of that faith 
which justifies a Christian, is every where so 
plainly described, that I should think it could 
not easily be mistaken. If we have not such a 
faith in the Author of our religion, and such a per- 
suasion of its truth, as will lead us to the practice 
of a good life — our faith is dead — and cannot 
justify us in the sight of God. 

In pursuing this subject, I shall address myself 
to two kinds of people — to those who do not 

believe 
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believe*-^ and to those who pretend to believe, 
but do not practise. 

With regard to the man who does not believe^ 
we first wish to know the extent of his faith, — 
You believe in God ; and in the immortality of 
your soul. On these points you will set up no 
controversy. They made a part even of the hea- 
then creed. Your exceptions, we presume, then 
reach only to revealed religion. 

' May we ask then, whether you think man, in 
his present state, is in a state of perfection ? or, 
whether you allow him to be a sinful creature ? 
Do you think yourself perfect ? or did you ever 
find a perfect character fairly represented either 
in ancient or in modem history? You must allow 
therefore that human nature is imperfect, and 
sinful. — This seems also to be a point universally 
acknowledged. 

You must know too that the heathen nations 
thought some expiation for sin was necessary ; 
and that sacrifices of an atoning nature were al- 
mc^t universally practised. These are points qf 
history^ to which as a rational man we claim your 
assent. You can have no scruple therefore, we 
apprehend, to follow us thus far. 

T. 4 If 
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If then man be a sinfiil ereature, andappears, 
from his own conviction, to stand in need of par- 
don, and expiation for sin — is there any impro- 
priety in supposing God may grant those means, 
which, we find, even the very heathen themselves, 
in some degree, expected ? Is there any impro- 
priety in supposing, that God, who created man, 
has still a care over him ? 
« H(m7Mn became mifiiU (as we can hardly sup- 
pose God created him in this imperfect state) 
and through whatmeanshQ viras restored, are not, 
at present, the subjects of our enquiry. All we 
want now ta ascertain, is the simple fact, that m(m 
is smfid: and that it is probable, a merciful God 
would not cast him off in his distress. We see in 
the natural world, that Providence a&^rds various 
remedies for the maladies of mankind* If God 
furnidies the natural world with remedies for 
agues, dropsies, and other evils, why may we 
not humbly hope, that he will furnish the moral 
world also with a remedy fdr sin ? No malady is 
ISO great. 

Let us then now proceed a step farther, if it 
l^e probs^ble, that God Almighty in bis gopdnesa, 
might graciously project som^ jsdieme for the re*^ 
storation of man, do you cwaeii^e he lybuld brii^ 

about 
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about this great plan of mercy according to the 
ideas and reason of men ; or according to his own 
eternal conceptions? If the latter, can you sup^ 
pose, that in the nature of things, you are capable 
of unravelling and comprehending all God AU 
mighty^s schemes ? or, will you modestly allow, 
there may be sohie parts of them, which you may 
not be able to comprehend ? 

If the unbeliever accompany us thus far, as I 
dee not, in what part of the argument he can leave 
us, I think we may now begin to open the scheme 
of Christianity to him. The greatest part of it is 
plain, simple, and intelligible. — But it abounds 
with difficulties. -^Surely : but these difficulties, 
you will remember, are what you were led to 
expect : and being confessedly beyond your com* 
prehension, should not put you out of humour 
with a plan of restoration, which you yourself 
cannot but think it probable, God might affi>rd 
to sinful man — a plan contrived to introduce 
happiness by its holy precepts on earth, as well 
as to prepare mankind for a state of happiness 
hereafter. 

But perhaps here lies the very point which 
staggers you. These holy preparatory precepts 
you may think too refined. If Christianity had 

been 
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been less pure, you might have been a better be* 
liever : but it is certainly against your interest 
to believe in a religion which condemns your 
practice. 

Let us then follow you on this ground. You 
are conscious you are a sinner; and you are in- 
clined to disbelieve a religion which denounces 
damnation against sinners. This is surely natural. 
But consider whether it is rational. If the Chris- 
tian religion be true, you are not so absurd, I 
presume, as to imagine your thinking it false 
will make it so. It may be true, notwithstanding 
your disbelief. You cannot prove it to be false. 
Your arguments, at best, cannot rise above con- 
jecture. * If therefore it should prove true ; and 
its denunciations against sinners should hereafter 
find you in the midst of your sins, what, I pray 
you, is to become of you then? Will your disbelief 
save you ? 

Suppose then, unbeliever as you are, you should 
pursue another mode of conduct. Suppose you 
should argue with yourself, in a manner like this; 
** Here is a religion, which may be true, or may 
be false. For myself, I do not believe it : but that 
carries no great weight, when I consider, that I 
have often found many things true, which I 

have 
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have equally disbelieved : and as this is a point, 
in which numbers of wiser people than I am, 
differ from me, there is still a greater probability 
of my being deceived in this point, than in any 
other. As this religion however denounces the 
severest punishment against wickedness ; and en- 
joins purity of heart and mind with such strictness, 
I will at least endeavour to be on the safe side. 
Though I cannot believe the truth of the religion, 
I will however practise the precepts of it : and if 
I do not hope for the reward, I will endeavour at 
least to avoid the punishment. If this religion, 
after all, should be false, I can, at worst, be no 
great loser : for all the real pleasures of life, I am 
•inclined to think, a man may enjoy within mo- 
derate bounds. The excess I know is prejudicial. 
I am resolved therefore to order my life, as if the 
religion 1 disbelieve were true.*' 

Now this is just the point we wish to bring you 
to. Perform your duty in this conscientious 
manner, and there is so close a connection be- 
tween faith and works, that I dare engage, it will 
not be long before you will profess your faith in 
Christianity: — improve your moral virtues into 
Christian graces — and draw the blessing of God 
upon your pious endeavours. 

But 
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But perhaps you will revert from what hath 
been said ; and still say, you cannot believe for 
want of sufficient evidence. God will not, you 
hope, require impossibilities. 

Certainly not Only you will consider, how 
far this is an impossiUUty. You will consider how 
fds yourself may be to blame. If the holiness of 
the gospel do not speak sufficiently for its truth, 
exanune what it hs^Jkrther to say. If you have 
leisure to examine doubts and difficulties, one 
should hope, you m^ht have leisure also to ex- 
amine emlence. — Have yoadone that? If not» 
I fear my friend, you are exactly in the case of 
him, who required a man sent from the dead to 
confirm* his faith» He was reminded of Moses 
and the prq)hets-^God*s ordinary means of 
conviction. And you may be assured, that when 
God revealed the gospel, he took care to give 
mankind, what he esteemed a sufficient evidence 
of its truth. 

Besides, it is required, that you should take some 
pains to confirm your faith. As man is placed 
in a state of probation, his faith, as well as other 
things, must undergo its trial. If you take no 
pains to improve it, it will become a sickly dymg 

plant* 
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plant. Bat if you cherish it, it will daily gaia 
new strength. 

Frequently then contemplate the great scheme 
of your redemption —how it was predicted by 
the prophets of the Old Testament, and fulfilled 
exactly in the New--* how it was proved by 
miracles, and is calculated to make men happy 
in this world, and in the next. Your faith will 
continue to increase, through God's blessings 
the more you exercise it : for as God gives us 
the evidence, the defect cannot be there; it 
must be in ourselves. But, above all things, 
nothing throws such a mist before the eye of 
laith as wickedness. Remove that, and half 
the business is done. It is not so difficult a 
matter to believe, as some imagine. God would 
never have nmde faith a duty, if it had not been 
greatly in our own power. 

I address myself next to those who pretend to 
believe the gospel, and yet neglect its "ptec^ptsu 

There are many such Christians, I fear, in the 
world -^Christians, who go generally to church — 
who appear occasionally at the sacrament — and 
who talk of the BiUe, as the best book in ike worlds 
but yet, in fact, lead their lives as much at vari- 
ance 
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ance mth it, as if it had never been intended for 
a rule of conduct. They are as much given up 
to the business, the pleasures, and vanities of 
life — as much led ^way by the fashions, and 
dissipated manners, which they see around them, 
as if they believed this world was the only place, 
where they expected happJness. — And yet they 
profess to believe in a religion, that will reward 
all who obey it, and punish all who disobey it. 

If you really believe all this, the pleasures of 
this world will appear of little value to you, com- 
pared with the happiness of the next ; and the 
severest restraints of religion, instead of being 
thought hardships, will be received with cheer- 
fulness, — Is this the case ? If you are a true 
believer, the answer is plain. Yet this con. 
tradiction between your, belief and practice, 
makes it, I fear, too plain this is not the case. — 
The matter then resolves itself into this, that 
you are in the same situation with him, con- 
sidered under the former head — only to his 
disbelief you add hypocrisy. 

If* you are under the influence ofselfdeceit^ and 
imagine you are more sincere in your belief of 
these things than you really are, put your since- 
rity to the test. Try yourself by an easy experi- 
ment. 
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ment. — You are assured, that if you take proper 
steps, you may get possession of a considqrable 
fortune. If you really believe this information, 
how will you act ? Will you hot take every me- 
thod in your power, that leads most directly to 
put you in possession of it? — Our blessed Sa- 
viour has placed this matter in the same light. If 
a man believed there was treasure in a field, would 
he not sell all he had, that he might buy that field? 
— In the affairs of the world, you judge of a man's 
being sincere in his belief, by the sincerity of his 
practice. If he be under the influence of faith 
in common life, he never fails to sheW his faith by 
its influence on his actions. 

It is exactly the same in religion. You pre- 
tend to believe, that you shall give an account 
hereafter of your actions — that there is a heaven 
to reward, and a hell to punish them, as they are 
good, or bad. You say, you believe all this. 
But still it does not produce a Christian life. 
Away then with such hypocritical pretences. 
Would any man leap from a precipice, if he realljf 
believed a bottomless pit would receive him ? If 
you truly believed in the gospel, you would prac- 
tise its rules with as much earnestness, as you 
would endeavour to procure an estate on the con- . 

ditions 
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ditioits required — or seek for treasure^ if you be^ 
lieved it hid in your field — or keep from the 
edge of a precipice, which threatened you with 
perdition. Your faith would necessarily govern 
your actions. As your actions therefore are 
directly contrary to your faith, it is beyond a 
doubt, that you have no faith in you.^-*- Yes, you 
may have that sort of faith, of which the apostle 
peaks — you may believe and tremble. You may 
have faith enough to terrify you} but not 
enough to awaken you. 

The argument, we see, then lies in a very nar- 
row compass. We have examined the cases of 
two kinds of people — those who pretend to no 
faith ; and those who pretend to faith, but leave a 
holy life out of the question. Both are infidels 
alike. The &itne remedy must be applied to 
both. Each of them hath some sin lying at the 
bottom of his heart. Here is the great mischief. 
A holy life will both produce, and be produced 
by fidth. 

Let us then be secure, that we harbour no sins^ 
which we wish to protect under the disbelief of 
the gospel* Let us examine our own hearts -r* 

let 
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let us discharge our consciences-of guilt — let us 
purify our thoughts, and actions — and we may 
depend upon it, we shall soon bring faith, and a 
good life, into agreement with each other. 
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Hebrews, vi, 1. 

GO ON UNTO PERFECTION. 



The idea of a progressive state is familiar to 
us. The corn-field was once a seed-bed : the 
forest, a grove of saplings. The mind of the 
infant acquires knowledge by degrees. Civiliza- 
tion and the arts of life make a gradual advance. 
Scarce any thing is created in so perfect a state, 
as it may afterwards attain. 

The apostle therefore advances nothing new, 
when he thus, agreeably to the general course 
of nature, requires us to go on unto peffection* 
He only gives the argument a reUgious turn ; and 

exhorts 
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exhorts the Christian, who has the higheat jpoint 
i>f petfection before him, to aim at that pointy as 
all nature, on every side, instructs him. 

In discoursing on these words, I shall endeavour 
to show yotx^ firs^ in what the perfection of this 
world consists — secondly ^ what degree of perfec- 
tion we may hope for in the next — and, lastly^ 
that without theibrmer Jdnd of perfection, we 
can neither obtain, nor eryoy the latter. 

I am to show, Jirst, in what the perfection of 
this world consists. 

Man^ in a state of probation, is placed between 
two worlds, in each of which he has a separate 
interest. His soul claims an alliance with one 
world — • his bodily senses with the other : and he 
is of course drawn towards each in a different 
direction. One of these states of existence is 
sij^rior in its nature : the other is more pow^- 
ful in its attractions* The woild, in which we 
now live, is adapted to a mortal state : and we are 
furnished wit^ corresponding passions and ap- 
petites. The^e ci^ate various temptations, lead- 
ing us froin e9J9yaient to excess* We have, at 
the same time, powerful monitors to direct us how 
far to carry our wwldly attachments — reason-— 

u 2 conscience 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



292 SERMON XLIX. 

conscience — the holy Spirit of God — and his 
revealed word. These are ready, at all times, 
to remind us, that our great concern lies in a 
future life; and to assure iis» that the next 
world is as preferable to this, as our souls are to 
our bodies. — But still as all the accommodations 
of this life are not only suited to us, but present 
with us i whilst the objects of a future life are dis- 
tant — spiritual — invisible — and unconnected 
with our senses — (those great inlets of earthly 
happiness — :) it is plain^ that this world in gene- 
ral will be the usurping state ; and will be con- 
tinually drawing us from our true interest in a 
better. 

t This then being the nature of a state of trial, 
it is evident, that if we wish to^o on untoperfec- 
tiarif we must live in a constant strife with our- 
selves. We have occasion indeed for all our ex- 
ertions in opposing the temptations of the world, 
and our own wicked dispositions: for the ^ooif 
^t we would, w do not: hut the evil that we 
JWQuldnotf thatwejoo qften do. We mustbe aji- 
,ways, therefore endeavouring to keep the inferior 
:part pf our nature in:subjection ; and to give the 
superior the pne-eminence. 
Now> in this contest, the well-ordered mind has 

9 little 
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little difficulty in avoiding such actions asj^e^ 
commonly called crimes. In such ^ mind, there 
fore, the great contest is with a variety of smaller 
depravities. The world is continually assaulting 
us with false principles. The purity of reUgioa 
is often put to trial ; and a man will have euQiigh 
to do, to maintain his faith — his trust in God — 
and heavenly«mindedness, amidst the loose con- 
versation, and loose practice, which he must con- 
tinually witness. His humility and Christian 
meekness will often meet with galling outrage 
from an overbearing world ; and he must learn 
to suffer many indignities, unless he will submit 
to receive his religion under the accommodating^ 
forms, in which it is too generally received^. 
^ These are the adversaries he meets from^ wi A- 
out. In the mean time, he has much to contend 
with from within. Among the chief objects of 
his moral attention are ill-humours — peevishness 
— sour and sullen dispositions — avarice — ambi- 
tion — envy — vanity — self-love -^ and above all,, 
as the root of all, a too great attachment to the 
world. No breast is so pure, as not to be injured 
by one or other bf these corrosive , ingredients. 
Perfect virtue God does not expect. But he ex- 
pects, that we should be in a degree conquerors-r— 

u 3 that 
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that the superior part of our nature should at 
least gaiti the U|^r hand — and that we should 
be gmng on unto perfection : continually endea- 
vouring to conquer some bad habit, and td 
acquire some good one. 

In this struggle then between the two difierent 
parts of our nature j and in the victorious efforts 
of the better part, though short of complete vic- 
tory, consists that perfection which is expected 
from us in this wOrld. — Let us now consider what 
degree of perfection we may hope for in the next 

Of the nature of that great existence, which 
awaits us after death, we have no complete know- 
ledge. All our knowledge on that head is drawn 
from the two sources oi analogy ^ and scriptttre — 
from neither perfectly. 

' Our inteUigence from analogy'^ that is, from 
the resemblance of one part of Grod's works to 
another, though not conclusive, should not how- 
ever be overiooked. It arises chiefly from that 
wonderful attention of nature,' which we have 
just observed, in carrying its productions to per- 
fection. We argue, therefore, as our blessed Sa- 
viour did on a similar occasion, J[fGod so clothe 
the grass qfthejieldi ^^' f^ ^ot much more clothe 
youf If God raise the productions of the earth, 

and 
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9g[i4 oihet bodies, through various degrees of per- 
faction, is it likely that iQ^a shall be forgotten ? 
-— The two grand ideas which the faoe of nature 
holds out, and in which we are all so much con- 
cerned, are those of corruptim and renmatMn. 
At the same time, it gives us strong ideas of in^ 
provement in our renovated state. In the dying, 
and reviving of vegetables, particularly of conv 
this is very observable. 

But if analogy lend us only a faint light in con- 
templating the perfections of a future state, letua 
have recourse to Scnpture, which affords ua a 
more determined one— * though still very impeir* 
feet Our intellect ia limited ; and must be mi- 
raculouflly enlarged to be capable of receiving 
the full truth. Besides, God Almighty instructs 
us to tvalk by faiths rather than ijf rights in these 
heavenly contemplations. We are in general, 
however, informed (and such information is not 
cwymture^ but knoia^dge)t\i2A all those passions^ 
and appetites^ which are suited only to this worid; 
shall hereafter be annihilated ; imd that ooly the 
heavenly affections, such as love, joy, reverence^ 
and gratitude, shall remain.-^In other words, the 
creature, called numf compounded of body, and 
soul, shall deposit at his death, all those faculties,, 
u 4 which 
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which relate merely to his hodjff and preserve 
such only as respect his soul. 

How far thig is reconcileable to the scripture- 
doctrine of the resurrection of the body, we are 
Jibt able to unfold. Of this, however, and other 
Hdifficulties< (religious, moral, and philosophical) 
which are incident to a state of trial, and indeed 
make a part of it, we must wait for a solution, 
till that state is ended. 

In the mean time, laying aside these insur- 
mountable difficulties, we are assured in Scrip- 
Jture, that our happiness shall hereafter arise frmn 
•the removal of all those distresses, which are pro- 
duced by our irregular passions and appetites 
*«from that sweet serenity of soul, which accom- 
panies our better moments — from the eiijoyment 
'of such objects, as are entirely suited to those 
heavenly affections, which holy men feel to be the 
greatest source of their happiness on earth ; and 
which, when piety has taken full possession of 
their souls, can raise them above the keenest 
distresses of a mortal life. 
. How much higher our powers, both corporal 
and spiritual, may be carried in their angelic state* 
we have little ground for conjecture. Our bodily 
powers, with regard to vision, motion, acut^iiess 

of 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



SERMON XLIX, 297 

of sense^ and other circumstances, may be greatly 
mcreased. Our minds also may be improved in 
jthe strength of their affections — in their powers 
joi perc^tion — and in their reasoning &cultiesi 
The most extensive learning of the greatest phi- 
losopher may, in a future state, not deserve the 
name of elementary knowledge. 
, But where revelation leaves us, (as it does in all 
these nice details,) we must again have recourse 
to analogy. We observe how destitute and un- 
adorned with every faculty that belongs to a 
rational creature, the infant enters into life ; and 
how it acquires knowledge and virtue by degrees. 
From these hints; we deduce the probability of 
our sdllgoing on unto perfection^ after we are born, 
Ifte infants, into our new state. This is an enli- 
vening consideration, beckoning us forward into 
eternity. 

' We observe farther, that we exert many virtu- 
ous acts, as temperance, for instance, fortitude, 
and patience, which are adapted to a state of trial, 
and can have little existence, we suppose, in a 
future state. From hence again we infer the pro- 
bability, that hereafter we may be invested with 
neiv powers, which may be adapted as much to 
the next world, as these suffering virtues are to 

this* 
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this. Such reflecticNK too are highly aoimathig ; 
and sureljr there ift no harm, but rather gck)d, in 
the encouragement of them, while we use theai 
in aid o£ religion, bjr exciting our hope^ and de- 
(sbfes towards a blessed immortality, and making 
a prefer preparation for it. 
. Having thus examined the mode (^perfection 
e^cpectedfrom us in tMs "world; and pointed out, 
as we can, the perfection which awaits us m ihe 
nexU it remains, lastfy^to show, that without the 
former kind of perfection, we can neither oht&h^ 
nor efffoy the latter. 

That we cannot obtain the perfection of the 
next world without the perfection of thi^ is very 
clear. The Scriptures are the Christian's school^ 
As they inform him of the nature of his station ifi 
this world, and of the purity of the next, tbeygiv^ 
him also such rules as will lead him properly from 
one to the other. Without the obseivance there* 
fore of these rules, we are assured we cannot ris$ 
to that blessed state, which depends entirely on 
the practice of them. If death at once made all 
the change that was necessary to carry us ha^ 
pily from this world to the next, a state of trial 
would have been needless* But as God hath 

placed 
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placed us in such a state» we must believe in tbei 
propriety of it«-^In slu»ty it apprars from, every 
consideration, that this world is neither more 
fior less than an apprenticeship, aa it were, for 
heaven ; and we are to fit ourselves for it in the 
sam^ way, in which we fit ourselves for the com- 
mon professions of life. If we mean to s thrive 
in any business, the instnictions of our apprexv« 
ticeship must be followed : and if* we desire ta 
go to heaven, the holy rules that are to fit us 
for it, must, in the same way, be observed. 

But if a person could obtain heaven without 
such perfection as. is suited to it, still he could 
never eryot/ it. It is a situation not adapted to 
him. Things of an opposite nature cannot agree. 
With all his worldly attacliments, the joys of 
heaven could afford him no happiness.^ Ask the 
wicked man what pleasure he ever took in the 
company of pious people? in reading serious 
books ? or in thinking and talking on religious 
subjects? He must confess, none of these things 
ever gave him pleasure. His mind was conti- 
nually intent on the pleasures, or business of the 
world* 

Can he then suppose, that death will at once 
make such an alteration in him, as to change db» 

jects 
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j^cts of disgust into objects of delight ? Neither 
reason, nor Scripture i gives him any ground to 
9ilppose it. We may isafely therefore conclude^ 
that the happiness of heaven is of akind, of which 
he neither has, nor can have, any coneeptiori* 
The pious man has a foretaste of it& His hap- 
piest moments are those vfhich are exalted by 
heavenly contemplation. But it is absurd to. 
suppose it can be a happiness to any one, to. have 
God always ia his fflght, who was never in. his 
thoughts: or that he could find, any joy in ex-? 
ercising love and gratitude to that holy Saviour, 
whose laws he had always despised. 

The obvious conclusion from the whole is this. 
We should endeavour to see things in their true 
light. We should connect the whole of ow 
being together j and consider how one part de- 
pends on another. We have two interests, we see, 
to attend ^- this world, and the next. One is the 
great end: the other is held out as the means of 
attaining it. To each world a proper attention is 
due ; and neither should trespass on the other. 
But as there is little danger that the future will 
trespass on the present, our great endeavour 

should be to prevent the j^resent from trespassing 

on 
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on the future. If our endeavours on this head 
be sincere, we have a gracious assurance of the 
holy Spirit of God to assist us ; and of the merits 
of our blessed Saviour to make up our deficien- 
cies.* Thus prepared) we humbly hope for that 
time when, through the blessing of God, we shall 
be released from our state of trial — when having 
sincerely endeavdured to attain that perfection 
which is expected from us in this world, we shall 
happily deposit all our worldy incumbrances — 
rise to a more exalted state ; and join the spirits 
of just men made perfect. 

* Some pious people may object perhaps to such phrases 
as these : and as they may possibly occur in other parts of 
these discourses, I should wish to take this opportunity of 
clearing them of any offensive meaning. 

Our salvation, no doabt, depends on Aejree grace qfGod 
through ChrUt. But fb there are certain conditions to be ob- 
'served on our part; and as there will always be a deficiency 
in the performance of these conditions, we hope, the merits 
.of our blessed Savibur will make up this, deficient; at the 
same time, not presuming that our best works give us any 
'farther title to future happiness, than what God hath gra- 
ciously annexed to our performance of the conditions. 
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Luke, ii. 29* 

LORD, NOW LETTEST THOU THY SERVANT 
DEPART IN PEACE. 



It had been revealed to the pious Simeon, that 
he should not die till he had seen the Messiah* 
Accordingly, being directed by the Spirit to the 
temple, he there found the holy child: and, 
taking him in his arms, gave praise to God in that 
noble hytmi, of m^ch the text is the beginning. 
Lvrd, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace. 
Let me now die in peace^ forlorn sufficiently 
gratified in this world, by seeing that promise of 
salvation fulfilled, which I have so long expected. 
I mean not however to consider these word9 
with any reference to the history of them — but 

merely 
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merely to treat them is an independent sentence, 
from which some useful instruction may be drawn,. 
I shall) Jtrst^ examine the former part of the sen-* 
tencej Lard^ now lettest thou tky servant depart; 
and shall, secondly, examine it with the additional 
words, Lord, now kttest thou thy servant depart 
in peace. 

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart^-^ov, in 
other; words, let us not depaat without thy per* 
mission. 

Short as this life is at longest, and fond of it, 
as men are in general, how many are there who 
make it still shorter, by leaving it, before the £or^ 
kti ^tem depart! — I. speak not of «uch people as 
arenecessarily engaged inhazardonsemploymentfl^ 
which ihay oacry them c^at an early ag^e— ^nor of 
sud), as ms^be visited by sickness, otmisfortunes;, 
not of their own bringing on-— nor of suoh, as 
may, in many oases, even necessarily beinthe way 
c^contagious dkeases. All such pensons, though 
carried off at an untimely age, may be considered 
as visited by the hand of God. But I consider 
nlbtiiose as:sfaortentng their live;, and departing 
b«i^re the JOordpemdb tiiem, who ran needlessly 
into danger j who lose their lives in trifling quar- 

rels — 
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rels •T^who carelessly neglect their health —or 
court disease by indolence and intemperance.. 
Numerousy beyond calculation^ are they, who 
leave the world before their time, through one or 
other of these modes of fatality : but the most 
numerous by far are they, who ruin their con- 
stitution by intemperance — who draw on decre- 
pitude— often fatal diseases, by debauchery of 
different kinds. None of these people wait for 
the Lord's letting them depart, but sooner, or 
later, bring themselves to an untimely grave. 
They are plucked from life, yet crude and unripe. 
' Such persons would, perhaps, start at the id^a 
of putting themselves to death ; yet they never 
consider, how little dUference there is between 
destroying thems^ves by one fatal blow, or by a 
succession of blows. It is true, they do not intepad 
to put an end to their own lives, but. miSFely to 
live a life of pleasure ; yet, as they wdl know the 
consequences of such a life, they are as certfuinly 
chargeable with them, as the man who ruins his 
fortune by gaming, though in fact he m6ans to 
increase it. 

Now,thoughit istrue these peopleareselddmof 
much useinthe world, and maycommonly depart 

out 
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out of society, without leaving any vacancy be- 
hind J yet, if they are of any use even in their 
own families, it. is melancholy, that wives and 
children should be deprived of their assistance. — 
Their untimely death also cuts short their oppor- 
tunities of repenting. — At any rate, they desert 
their posts in life before they are called. — How 
much more properly do those men act. — who, 
foreseeing the mischief which the indulgence of 
their passions and appetites brings on them, live 
by the rules of reason and religion — grow old 
by degrees — and are gathered, like ripe sheaves, 
into the gamer. 

Having thus considered the former part of the 
text, and shewn you what numbers leave the world 
before the Lord lets them depart : I shall now 
consider the text with the additional clause, Lord^ 
now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace. We 
have hitherto considered the words chi^y as they 
relate to this life \ we shall now consider them 
principally as they regard the next. To depart in 
peaces draws together all the happiness of a well- 
spent life to the still more happy conclusion of it 
Let us then see, in what this peace consists. To 
depart in peace implies our departing in peace 

VOL. II. x with 
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with the world — in peace with mankind — in 
peace with ourselves — and in peace with God. 

We are to depart in peace with the tvorld. 
First, we must settle all our affiiirs — bequeathing 
to every one what we think in justice he may 
claim — and leaving behind as little occasion for 
dispute as we can. Our possessions are trusts, 
which it may be hoped we have discharged pro- 
perly in our lifetime. However, now we are in 
the act of surrendering them up. They are ours 
no longer. Before this time, we have probably 
made an equitable distribution of them. But if 
any thing hath been left undone, let us consider 
this as the last act of justice we can perform. 
We must not thereforebe governed by prejudices, 
or take offence at trifles, but forgetting, at this 
awful hour, every degree of animosity, we must 
guide ourselves only by the dictates of justice 
and charity. If we have done this, we have so 
far discharged our conscience ; and may, in this 
respect^ depart in peace. 

There is another way in which we are to depart 
in peace with the world; and that is, by withdraw- 
ing entirely our affections from it. All the beloved 
objects it has so long presented to us, are now to 
be relinquished. Our hearts therefore of course 

ought 
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ought to be drawn from them. If we feel, at this 
time, any love remaining for the pleasures of life, 
or any regret at parting with them, we cannot 
well be said to depart in peace with the worid. 

As we are to depart in peace with the world, so 
are we to depart in peace with mankind. There 
are few men, however quietly and obscurely they 
live, but have met with frequent affironts, injuries, 
or supposed injuries at least, from some of their 
fellow-creatures. These we are bound at all times 
to forgive : but if there is a time, in which the 
duty of forgiveness is particularly binding, it is in 
a dying hour* When our accounts are now, as it 
were, making up with heaven ; and nothing more 
is to pass between us and Our final doom, how 
hardened must that man be, who can think of 
leaving the world with a stain of such guilt upon 
his mind, as admits not of forgiveness. While we 
live, there is hope of pardon through repentance, 
and the merits of Christ. But all this, we have 
every reason to believe, is at an end beyond the 
grave. He therefore who dies with any unforgiv- 
ing thoughts about him, is certainly very far from 
departing in peace with mankind. How can he 
close his life with repeating the prayer of his 
blessed Lord, Forgive us our trespasses^ as we for- 
give them that trespass against us. 

X 2 Farther, 
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Farther, we are to depart in peace with ourselves. 
Here perhaps we have our worst adversary to deal 
with. Few people, I fear, are at perfect peace 
with themselves. The best heart hath its stains. 
But he who can reflect on a life spent on the whole 
in the fear of God — in a sincere desire of pleasing 
him — and has no unrepented sin on his mind, 
one should hope, may be under no self-delusion, 
and may put his whole trust in the mercies of 
God — in the atonement of his blessed Redeemer 
— and die at peace with himself. 

Lastly, to depart in peace implies our departing" 
in peace with God. This should be our great con- 
cern ; as peace with God implies every other kind 
of peace, by drawing all to one point. Unless we 
are at peace with the world — at peace with man^ 
kind — andat peace with ourselves — we cannot be 
at peace with God: and if we are at peace with 
all these, we may humbly hope, we shall also be 
at peace with God. 

Thus, my brethren, I have endeavoured to ex- 
plain this text, by shewing you how to calm the 
distress of sickness, and quiet the terrors of a death- 
bed. Under the influence of this blessed peace, 
many pious Christians, sick of the vanities, and 
10 follies 
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follies of the world, have desired, with the holy 
apostle, if it be God's blessed will, to depdrty and 
to be "with Christ — I shall conclude the whole 
iWith an example. 
• St. Stephen had raised against him the hatred 
of the unbelieving Jews by his piety, and bold de- 
fence of the Christian religion ; and soon began 
to suffer a malicious persecution. He was called 
before their council, and entered into a long die- 
fence of himself, which his enemies could only 
answer by violence. They stopped their ears, 
that they might hear nothing farther j and rush- 
ing upon him, dragged him out of the city, and 
stoned him to death.-— The manner in which he 
died, gives usastrong example of the happiness of 
departing in peace. If any man could say, Lardy 
now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, this 
holy martyr might say it. As to the world, he 
enjoyed but little of its goods, and from it could 
easily depart in peace. With regard to his ene- 
mies, who had treated him with such malice, and 
cruelty, it seemed a harder task. To him it was 
none : he departed in peace with the very men' 
who were stoning him. Lord, he cried, lay not 
this sin to their charge. And in a still more emi- 
nent manner he departed in peace with God. 
X 3 Being 
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B6ing full of the Holy Ghost, he looked up stead- 
fastly into heaven, and saw in a kind of ecstatic 
vision, the giory of Godj and Jesus standing at 
his right hand. Exalted by these divine ideas, 
founded on a holy faith in his Saviour, without 
expressing any pain or distress at the dreadful 
circumstances in which he was placed, he was 
perfectly calm, and in appearance happy. In 
the words of th^ sacred historian, he Jell asleep — 
in the words of the text, he departed in peace. 

Let us endeavour to keep such examples (of 
which the Scriptures afford many) before our eyes. 
None of us can well be placed in such dreadful 
circumstances, as St. Stephen was. We are in no 
danger of being accused for our piety, nor of 
being put to a cruel death without trial. We 
have in general only the common events of life to 
contend with. -^ Let us then, in circumstances so 
muclx less difficult, endeavour to obtain this holy 
martyr's composure, and resignation. Though 
we may not be called to depart by that difficult 
gate through which he passed, yet as our depar- 
ture is an event which we must all expect, let us 
endeavour to consider it as one, which brings 

with 
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with it the greatest good, or the greatest eviL 
Depart in some way, we all must. 

Let us then see our best interest ; and all en« 
deavour to depart, as we are here instructed — 
that, with consciences void of offence towards 
God and towards man, we may meet death with 
that firmness which is inspired by holy hope, 
resting on the merits of a blessed Redeemer ; and 
be able to repeat in a dying hour, the enlivening 
expression of the text, JUord^ mm lettest thou thy 
servant depart in peace — that blessed peace, 
which the world cannot give. 
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Ye believe in God; betieve also in me. 
John, xiv* 1. 



This text seems to be a full refutation of the 
principles of deism. In pursuance of it, let us 
consider, whether the deist does not entertain 
as many difficulties as the Christian* 

And, first, does he understand clearly the 
nature of that God in whom he professes to be- 
lieve ? Has he a distinct idea of an omnipotent, 
eternal, omnipresent, invisible Being, who fiUs 
all space — himself unlimited ? If he have not, it 
is plain, in this instance, that difficulties do not 
injure his belief. 

Again, does he understand clearly the whole 
system of the creation and preservation of the uni- 
verse ? Are there no difficulties which he cannot 
account for ? Are the natural and moral govern** 
ment of it equally clear to him ? Can he account 

for 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



316 . HINTS 

for the introduction of evil ? Can he explain the 
nature of the heavenly bodies — the saltness of 
the ocean — the vegetation of plants — the growth 
of animals — and a thousand other particulars ? 

Now, if he can account for none of these things 
in a satisfactory manner, and yet still believes in 
God; it is plain his belief is not shaken by or- 
dinary difficulties: for without doubt there is 
great difficulty in all these things ; and it requires 
a full faith in the Creator of the universe, founded 
on whatxve know^ not to be staggered at the dif- 
ficulties in many things which are heyond our 
Jcncytvkdge. Notwithstanding however all thesb 
difficulties, the deist believes this world, and all 
the universe around, to be created, and con- 
tinually preserved by God. 

Let him then be consistent. The difficulties 
of redemption are certainly not greater than those 
of the creation of the world, and its preservation. 
Well therefore might our Saviour say, Jfye beUeve 
in Godf believe also in me. 
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XXXIX. 

If our Gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost : 
to whom the god of this world hath blinded the 
eyes of them that believe not. — 2 Cor. iv. 3. 



Here is a short account of the origin of infi- 
delity. If the gospel be disbelieved, it can only 
be disbelieved by those who are led away by 
worldly principles. The evidence of it is so clear 
to all, who are well disposed, that it cannot but 
strike them with conviction. The learned be- 
lieve it from searching into its proof, and the un- 
learned because it agrees with all their ideas of 
goodness. If the gospel therefore be rejected, 
it is rejected only by those, whose eyes the god of 
this world hath blinded. It is rejected by the 
wicked man, who purposely for his own prudent 
reasons shut his eyes against it. It is rejected by 
the sceptical philosopher, who will not be obliged 
to the Scripture for his creed; but chooses proudly 
to make his own : though that creed contain many 
difficulties, fully as great as those he rejects. 
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XL. 



The invisible things of him Jrom the creation of the 
world are clearly seen, being understood by the 
things that are made. — Romans, i. 29. 



St. PAUL tells us here, that the heathen 
nations might have inferred the Being of an in- 
visible God, from the visible works of the crea- 
tion. — [ shall carry the argument a step farther, 
and endeavour to shew, that the works of crea- 
tion form a good analogical proof of the truth 
of Christianity. 

The chief things which strike us in the works 
of creation, are iheiv grandeur — their contrivance 
— • and utility — their simplicity ; and at the same 
time the ms^ny difficulties which attend them. 

The grandeur of the works of creation strikes 
us every where. This globe -of earth, with all its 

furniture 
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furniture of plaitis-^moutitains — forests -^rivers 
— seas — * the immensity of the sun, which at so 
vast a distance warms and enlightens the whole ; 
and all those starry globes, in the number and 
immensity of which our imagination is lost — all 
proclaim the grandeur of the Almighty's works. 

Then again how wonderful is the cantrrvanct 
and utility, by which all these things are suited to 
each other, atid adapted to us ! The heavenly 
bodies, so far as we are acquainted with them^ 
whatever other purposes they may answer, are so 
contrived as to be of great use to man. The sun 
is our great friend ; but even the starry heavens, 
of which we know so little, regulate the night, as 
the sun does the day. — How suited again, are the 
various tribes of animals to the several climates 
in which they reside ! A¥liat wonderful variety is 
there in their formation ! what contrivance in 
adapting so many different kinds of food for their 
use — in their various modes of living — their arts 
of providing for their young, and securing them- 
selves against their enemies ! 

Then again, the simplicity ,which reigns every 
where, is as admirable as the contrivance. The 
four elements of fire, water, earth, and air, are 
the foundation of all this grandeur. The whole 

system 
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system of the heavens is regulated, as far as 
our philosophy reaches, chiefly by the principle 
of attraction ; and a breath of air is the vital 
spring, and source of life, to all the creatures 
upon earth. 

But notwithstanding we see all this grandeur — 
this contrivance^^ utility t and simplicity in the 
works of creation, yet still our discoveries are 
impeded with a thousand difficulties. A few 
effects we acknowledge— of cat/^e^ in general we 
are ignorant* 

Now in all the works of God we may suppose 
the same characteristics will be found. When we 
see therefore these characteristics equally dis- 
played in other works, besides those df creation, 
we may fairly suppose these other works likewise 
to comefrom the same divine haiid. — In fact then 
we see them all displayed in the W(yrk qf redemption. 

With regard to the grandeur of it, the restora- 
tion of a lost world is as grand an idea as the crea- 
tion of a new one. The manner too in which this 
vast scheme of redemption was brought about, was 
equally grand. It was undertaken by the Son of 
God — published by choirs of angels — accom- 
panied 
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panied by the leading of a star — by a divine light 
— and a voice from heaven. — The conclusion of 
our Saviour's life was as grand sls its introduction. 
All nature was convulsed. — The 'deist will not 
follow us in these remarks. He will be more in- 
clined to measure grandeur by worldy pomp. 
But he need not be disturbed. We are now ad- 
dressing those only who are convinced of the 
truth of scripture and will be glad to see their 
religion confirmed, among other modes of evi- 
dence, by a comparison with the works of creji- 
tion. — How much farther the grand scheme of 
redemption may be carried beyond the present 
state of things, we know not. The revelations 
of St. John open vast scenes ; which, though full 
of obscurity, seem to be coming forward, in some 
amazing display of future grandeur. 

We next consider the divine contrivance and 
utilitj/ displayed in bringing about this wonder- 
ful event. The first scene was a succession of 
prophecies, which began at the very instant of 
the fall, and continued opening more and more 
through every age, till within four hundred 
years of Christ; at which period all prophecy 
ceased, that a siufficent time might elapse be- 
tween the prophecy and the completion. 

VOL. ir. y The 
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The next circumstance in the contrivance of 
this grand event, was the sacrifice of animals. 
This peculiar rite was appointed by God him- 
self* ; and its intention, as we cannot but sup- 
pose, was to prepare the world for the great 
sacrifice of Christ. Certain it is, that it has been 
continued, in some shape, through all ages, and 
among nations which had no connection with 
each other. 

After considering sacrifices, we may consider 
the particular circumstance of the separation of 
the Jews, and all thode wonderful types, and 
analogies, of which the Jewish religion was com- 
posed — all contrived to prepare the way for the 
great work of redemption. 

The last preparatory contrivance I shall men- 
tion, was the general enlightened and peaceful state 
of the world, when Christianity was introduced. 
Its enlightened state afforded the means ; and its 
peaceful state the opportunity, of examining the 
pretensions of anew religion. — But the cow- 
trivance of this wonderful scheme had been 
nothing, if it had not led to utility. The natural 
world produces food, and raiment ; and supplies 
all the temporal wants of man. The great 



* Genesis, iv. 4. 
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scheme of redemption supplies their spiritual 
wants. It offers remission of sin — restoration 
to God's favour — and everlasting salvation to 
millions of sinful people from the creation of 
the world to this time. 

The simplicity of the redemption of man is as 
admirable as any other part of it. Its outlines 
are these. The great foundation of it is the fall 
of man from his original state of purity: to 
which the Christian religion is graciously in- 
tended to restore him. Faith in Christ, which 
will shew itself in a holy life, is the great mean 
of our obtaining this restoration. But as an en- 
tire freedom from sin cau never be obtained in 
this present. corrupt state of things, that gracious 
^laviour who gave us his holy instructions, made 
atonement by his death, for those who are sin- 
cere in their obedience. — The several parts 
also of Christianity partake of the simplicity of 
the general plan — the two sacraments in par- 
ticular. Baptism is an introdtiction to our holy 
religion : the Lord's Supper a visible record of 
our Saviour's death. The former holds out to 
us, under the sign of water, our sinful nature, 
which stands in need of cleansing — the latter, 
under the symbols of bread and wine, holds out 

^ ^ that 
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that only efficacious cleansing^ which we look 
for in the blood of Christ. What can be more 
simple, and easy, than this whole scheme of 
Christianity ? 

Notwithstanding however all this simplicity in 
the redemption of mankind, it is still, like the 
great works of creation^ fuUof difficulties. In 
both, what relates to ourselves is easy ; but when 
we attempt to go farther — when we pretend to 
fathom the counsels of God — our reason is pre- 
sently lost. Thus in the works of nature^ God 
gives us corn, and sagacity to turn it into food ; 
but we search in vain into the nature of vege- 
tation, and nutrition. In the same manner, 
with regard to. the great work of redemjption, 
what concerns ourselves is easy. Our duty is 
•explained, and proper motives are set before us 
to practise it. But if we overlook what relates 
to ourselves, because we do not understand 
what relates to God, we seem to be as unwise as 
he would be, who should refuse his food, because 
he did not understand the nature of nutrition. 
In short, till we can master all the difficulties of 
creation, we must not expect to master those of 
redemption. 
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XLI. 

Whose lam^ and whom I serve, — Acts, xxyii, S; 



This beautiful and ^ectiog passage gives \x% 
St. Paul's account of the dedication of himself 
to God ; xvhqse I am^ says he, and whom I serve.. 
His property I am, and to him all my services, 
are due. I am his, first by creation ; and then by 
redemption; and I serve him from motives of 
love, gratitude, duty, and interest. — Happy is, 
that man, who, speaking of God, can add with 
the holy apostle, whose I am^ and whom I serve^ 
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XLIL 



Thet/f measuring themselves hy themselves^ and 
comparing themselves among themselves^ are not 



"wise. — 2 Cor, x, 12, 



T HE apostle here reproves the practice of mea- 
suring and comparing ourselves among our-* 
elves. It may be done in several ways. 

A man may compare his virtues with his de- 
fects, under an idea of exalting the former, and 
depressing the latter. The proud Pharisee seems 
to have been well acquainted with this mode of 
comparison. His fasting, and giving alms seem 
entirely to have occupied his thoughts. Whereas 
it is the grand point of religion to engage us to 
dwell on our faults ; and think lowly of our 
virtues. He who ea;alteth himself ^s always an 
object of condemnation- 
People again are sometimes satisfied with their 
religious improvements, if they measure and com- 
pare 
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pare themselves with the improvements of others* 
The proud Pharisee was acquainted with this 
mode of comparison also ; and was very well satis- 
fied if he could measure himself with a publican* 
— This mode of comparing, by which we endea- 
vour to set off our own virtues by aii opposition^^ 
with the vices of others, is a most pernicious 
mode of comparison. Instead of producing vir- 
tue, it only encourages uncharitableness and 
pride. 

There is another mode of comparing ourselves^, 
not indeed so mischievous as the last ; but often 
dangerous — and that is, when we set up some 
person before us as a pattern to imitate. Virtues 
are so often blended with defects, that no hu- 
man being can exhibit a perfect pattern. Unless 
therefore we select with caution, and copy with 
care, which, in the midst of prejudice, is a busi- 
ness of difficulty, we may easily imitate faults 
as well as virtues. 

In fact, the only infallible guide we have for 
measuring and comparing ourselves is the scrip- 
ture, where we have the example and the duty 
of a Christian perfectly delineated. 

There is however one mode of measuring our- 
selves by ourselves, which the apostle would not 

Y 4 call 
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call unwise : and that is, when a man, at different 
periods of his life, measures his improvements in 
religion, not by the improvement of others, but 
by his own. This may give him an insight into 
himself, which he cannot have so well perhaps in 
any other way. * 

* There is an excellent little book, under the title of Self^ 
employment in secret^ written with great simplicity and piety,, 
by the late Mr. Corbet of Chichester, and printed by Riving- 
ton, which sets forth, in a very affecting manner, the duty of 
comparing the different parts of our lives. 
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XLIIL 

It became him, for "whom are all things^ and by 
tjohom are all things, in bringing many sons to 
glory, to make the Captain of their salvation per^ 
feet through sufferings. — Hebrews, ii. 10. 



This passage seems to have been sometimes 
misunderstood, as if the character of Jesus Christ 
could be made more perfect by suffering. In 
ikiQ words, no doubt, there is some ambiguity: 
but the sense is clear. 

The great dignity t)f Christ as the Messiah, in 
the beginning of the chapter, is set forth in the 
strongest manner. The world is put under sub- 
jection to him : he is crowned with glory, and 
honour, and setover all the works of* God. Such 
a Being therefore had no need to be made per^ 
feet through sufferings. 

It is evident the apostle therefore speaks of our 

Saviour in the passage before us, merely as the 

18 Redeemer 
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Redeemer of mankind. — In the first light, Christ 
wanted nothing to perfect his nature. It was in 
the second light only — that of being the Captaih 
of our salvation^ that he needed to be 'made per- 
feet through sufferir^s. As the Captain qfoursaU 
vation — as the Redeemer of mankind, he under- 
went suffering, particularly the suffering of death, 
as it was necessary in this great work, that he 
should taste of death for every man. 
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XLIV. 

Be careful for nothing; but in every things by 
prayer and supplication^ let your request be made 
known unto God. — Philippians, iv. 5. 



The apostle St. Paul here gives us a caution 
against a dangerous propensity ; to which (as is 
common in other parts of scripture) he hath an- 
nexed its proper corrective. — The cares and 
anxieties of the world are the mischief^ — and the 
corrective recommended, is, that in every thing, 
by prayer and supplicationj our requests should be 
made known unto God. 

By making our requests known to God in a 
pious prayer, the apostle supposes we rid our oWn 
minds of the perplexity, whatever it is ; and make 
it over, as it were, to one who is able and willing 
to bear it for us. 

But the apostle's advice in the text goes still 
farther. It is not only a corrective of the mischiefs 

which 
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\vhich arise from the cares of the world, but it is 
a test also of the lawfulness, or unlawfulness of 
4such cares and anxieties. By enjoining us to lay 
these cares before God, the text insinuates, tha^ 
whatever cares we cannot properly lay before 
God, should not be indulged at all. — Thus, for 
instance, the safety of a husband engaged in war, 
or in a dangerous voyage, may be laid before 
God in a prayer by a tender wife j therefore the 
text supposes such an anxiety may in a reasonable 
degree be indulged. — But if she feel the same 
anxiety in removing a set of china-ware from 
one place to another, it is plain she indulges it 
improperly, because she cannot make that the 
subject of a prayer to God. 
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XLV. 



He who hath this hope in hirrty purifieth himsel/f 
even as lie his pure. — i John, iii. 3. 



We have here the progress of a Christian life 
— the efficient cause •^— the effect — and the 
mode of producing this effect* 

In the first place, we have the catcse — the 
animating hope, through faith, of a happy im- 
mortality. 

We have next the effict. When this hope 
hath taken full possession of a man, he purifieth 
himself; knowing that nothing else can fit him 
for a blessed immortality. 

Lastly, the manner how he is to purify him- 
self, is prescribed — as Christ by his precepts^ 
and example, hath shewn him in th^ gospel. 

N. B. All these points, in their order, might 
be dwelt upon at large. 
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XLVL 

Leaving us an example^ that we should follow his 
steps. — 1 Peter^ ii. 21. 



That our good works have in themselves 
some value in our gracious Creator's eyes (me- 
ritorious WQ roust not certainly call them) is, I 
think) plain from numerous passages of scrip- 
ture ; but I insist, at present, only on the single 
circumstance that our religion is given us in the 
form of a history. The actions of our Saviour's 
life are set before us with a view, that we should 
follm his steps : as if our great perfection lay in 
imitating bis example. It is true, we are unpro- 
Jitable servants after all. By the best of our 
works we can lay no claim to God's favour. 
Hopes of justification we can have none of scrip- 
tural authority, notwithstanding the best of our 
works, but from the atonement of Christ. All 
I mean, is, to give good works their proper 

value. 
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value. As our Saviour's life was meant as an 
example^ I think, so great a stress would not have 
been laid upon it, if we were to consider good 
works, as the Solfidian is inclined to do, merely 
as the test of that faithy from "which alone he ex- 
pects justification. We should have been in- 
structed rather to' rest our faith in Christ, than 
to lay a stress on folUming his steps ; which seems 
to be giving good works more consequence, than 
merely when considered as tests offaith. 
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XLVII. 

Moses, because of the hardness qf your hearts, 
suffered you to put away your tvives ; but from 
the beginning it was not so. — Matthew, xix. 8. 



When the Pharisees asked our Saviour his 
opinion about divorces, and then urged against 
that opinion, the liberty which Moses had al- 
lowed, our Saviour replied in the words I have 
just read, that Moses gave that liberty for the 
hardness of their hearts ; but from the beginning 
it was not so. 

Our Saviour's solution of this case furnishes 
an answer to such exceptions, as have been taken 
from the New Testament's discountenancing cer- 
tain indulgences, which are allowed in the Old. 
— In the following discourse, I shall first con- 
sider the objection, and then the answer. 

You allow, says the objector, the Old Testament 
to be of the same authority as the New. You allow 
also, that God is ever uniform in his actions. 

I see 
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I see not then on what principle you can defend 
the diflference between the two Testateents ; or 
how it comes, that the New Testament gives us 
such strict injunctions in certain matters, "which 
were permitted in the Old j and which from that 
permission, one should suppose, might be consi- 
dered as innocent. What liberties the pcitriafchs 
indulged, we all know. Tlieir ampurs were not 
matters of privacy. Plurality of wives, and con- 
cubinage were in open, common, and avowed use 
among them — under the sanction, as it appears, 
even of divine authority. If it be said, as it is 
sometimes said, that these indulgences were 
merely permitted in the infancy of the world, as 
the means of a speedier populatioQ ; it may be an- 
swered, first, that the means do not appear efficient 
of the end, as it is found the sexes are pretty nearly 
on an equality in point of numbers. - It may second- 
ly be answered, that, in future times, when the 
chosen people were become as numerous as the 
stars in heaven^ or the sand upon the sea^shorCi this 
licentious practice still continued. It is still more 
worthy of remark, that, in the institutions given by 
God to MoseS} instead of an abrogation of this li- 
cence, we.are surprised at a tolerdthn of it at least. 
VOL. 11. z ^ — *if 
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4-. if not a permission* Had indulgences of this 
kind been of such baneful consequence, as we are 
taught to believe from the gospel, surely God 
would, in this new institution of his law by Moses, 
have restrainedsqch gross immoralities; ei^cially 
as matters of such trivial import are noticed in it 
as the mode of weaving, and putting on a gar* 
ment. If the patriarchs and their descendants, in 
a flux ofyears, had deviated into a vicious practice, 
this was the time surely to have regulated these 
enormities. But we find no such thing. This li-i 
cence is again permitted* Indeed^God^ves it not 
only his toleration, but his sanction. By tfaesolemn 
mouth of a prophet, we find him telling David, 
that he had given him his master^s mves into his 
bosom. — Laying all these things therefore toge* 
ther, it appears either that the author of the New 
•Testament has strained his institution somewhat 
farther than God Almighty designed ; or at leasts 
that we may safely, under fehe sanction of the Old 
Testament, use a little more indulgence^ than is 
allowed under the New« Such indulgences can^ 
nqt surely be displeasing to God^ What was per<- 
mitted in early times tP Abraham, the father cfihe 
Jstii^uU t^nd in later times to David> the moo 
/ . ^, ^ . after 
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f/fer God's omi hearU cannot certainly be QWr^ 
sidered among very b^iqous transgressipos. 

I think I have put the objection as forcibly as 
it can well be put. To all thig, the gospel replies 
as in the text ; that God 3ufiered the3e thingis for 
the hardness qfmerCs hearts ; hnt Jrom the hegiri- 
ving it was not so. 

In these word^, it may be observed, we are re- 
ferred to two great periods — the prim&vai state 
of man's innocence ; and the intermediate state 
from that time tiU the gospel. Now, in this inter^^ 
mediate state, God suffered many things for the 
hardness qf men's hearts, which he never meant 
to sanction afterwards. But the time was not yet 
ripe for that greater strictness, which he intended* 
It was necessary that a cour3e of ages should in* 
tervene between the fall qfman, and the gospel 
state, to give scope to.propbecy -^ to. give maa- 
Ipjnd time to accustom thamselv^, by the use of 
sacrifte^, to the idea of that great sacrifice, which 
Qxnfi should afterwards ofler for sin — to shew 
mankind th^ n^ce^ity of a Saviour aad divine in-^ 
structor-r*-and for various other reasons, pro- 
bably which we cannot investigate. 

Now atmintermedu^te state between the fall of 

man, aad the gospel, is that time of ignorance, 

z 2 which 
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which St. Paul says, <jroc? mnked at. He winked 
at it, not because he approved it ; for the phrase 
plainly implies disapprobation ; but because men 
had not then the purity of gospel precepts to di- 
rect their actions — nor those clear notions of im- 
mortality, and a last judgment, which connected 
their actions with a future state— nor ideas of the 
malignity of sin, which the sacrifice of Christ's 
death afterwards held out. — But our Saviour tells 
us, that in /Ae beginning it was not so — nor should 
be in the times of the gospel, when men should be 
restored, as much as possible, to the times of the 
beginmng-r'4h$,t is, to the times of man's innocence, 
-r— But as the light of truth shone but feebly during 
the intermediate state^ it pleased God to relax some- 
what of the purity of moral discipline for the Jiard- 
ness qfmen*s hearts — or, in other words, because 
their hearts were not yet softened by the precepts 
of th^ gospel. In times past^ therefore^ God steered 
all nations to walk in their own ways. At crimes he 
never winked: biitat the indulgences alluded to, 
which werenot yet considered as mnie^, he winked^ 
a&men,werethen less accountable for their actions. 
Now all this is exactly agreeable to the whole 
tenor of the gospel, whidi always bulatices the 
talent, and the impirc^elmait. Thus <ibd St. Paul 

tells 
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tells the Athenians, titat God now commmdetk men 
^very where to repent ; and the reason follows, he 
hath now appointed a day in which he willjiudge 
the world in righieotisness by that man whom he hoik 
ordained. St. Paul applied these expressions to 
the heatiien nations; but the reason, with which 
he enforced them, applies equally to the Jews. 
Till God had appointed a day in which lie would 
Judge the world in righteousness by that man whom 
he had ordained — that is, till a future state was 
clearly revealed in the gospel, he would, in a de- 
gree, wink at their ignorance* To this distinction 
also our Saviour frequently alludes, particularly ih 
. his sermon on the mount, where, in many instances, 
he opposes what they had hesLvdofoldtime, to what 
he said unto them. And the Baptist expressly says, 
speaking of the times of the gospel, that the axe 
is now laid to the root of the tree. It before only 
lopped off a few branches. » 

Thus then we have an answer to the objections 
against Christianity from the indulgence allowed, 
or winked at, in the Old Testament. God's great 
scheme was not then complete. It was drawing 
on only towards that perfection, which was in- 
' tended to restore man as far as possible to his 
primeval state — or, as our Saviour expresses it^ 
to what it was in the beginning. 

z 3 Even 
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Even y^t we may suppose Christianity to be in 
a progressive state. In those glorious scenes sha- 
dowed out by St. John^ under the image of the 
New Jerusalem, we may still expect Christianity 
may attain a much greater height of perfection, 
than it hath yet attained. For aught we know, 
there may be many improprieties, which God 
now winks at ; and which in a state of more re- 
fined purity will be restrained. 

Bdbre I conclude, I cannot avoid remarking 
the address of the Arabian impostor. He acknow- 
ledged both the law of Moses, and the law of 
Christ : and one should have thought^ if he had 
meant fairly, he Would have adopted the purer 
parts of each into his institution. Overlooking 
however the defined precepts of both, which wei^e 
calculated to draw tnen to what they Were in the 
beginning, he founded his scheme upon the laxer 
morals of the iniermediate state,. Pure Christianity 
Would not have answered his design. He made 
an application therefore to the corruptions of hu- 
man nature : which^ he was sUre, would gain a 
party in his favour. We need not wonder then 
at the Avidity, with which an unenlightened part 
of the world embraced his religion* 
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XLVIII. 



Faith is the substance of things hoped Jbr — the 
evidence qf things not seen. — Hebrews, xi. 7* 



In this excellent de6nitipn of faith, I should 
only wish the two propositions, of which it 
consists, reversed, by standing thus : Faith is the 
eddence of things not seen — the substance of things 
hoped for. It seems reasonable to suppose, we 
should first have the evidence^ and Uien consider 
that evidence as the substance. And indeed I 
know not, whether a good Greek grammarian 
might not make the original text Accord with 
this transposition. 

Faith then is first the evidence qf things not seen 
— that is, it depends on the evidence which we re- 
ceive of those things : but the apostle, taking 
away one link from the argument (which he 
leaves us to fill up) makes faith stand for the evi- 
dence itsdf ; on which, in fact, it only depends. 

When faith is thus established pn sufficient evi- 

dencCfc it becomes the substance qf things hopedfor 

z 4 — that 
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•^that is, it stands for the things themselves, 
and has the same efiect upon us, as the presence 
of those things would, have. A future state of 
happiness, for instance, is among the things un- 
seen j yet we may have such evidence for it, 
that oiir faith being fully established on that evi- 
dence, we may act, on faith, as if a future state 
were realized before our eyes. In the same way, 
feith may realize all the proftiirfes of God, • 

This text "might be handled practically (with- 
out entering into the grammatical construction 
of it) hy considering faith as holding- out to us 
the premises of God ; and then examining what 
-effect it has op the generality of mankind. 
< Is it pos$ible, for instai^ce, that a man given 
•up to the low pleasures of sense, can have a 
settled faith in the promises of God? If he had, 
'it is impossible he could be led aside by the 
-ba^Mess of worldly pleasures. 
V Agfein, is it 'possible for the avaricious man to 
hav^e that faith, ^hich is the substance qf things 
^kopedfdr? If he had, he could not place the 
riches of this world in a comparison with the 
joys of heaven. — And thus of all other wr6ng 
inclinations. * 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



FOR SERMONS. 345 

XLIX. 

We Walk bjffaith^ not by sight — ^ Cor. v. 7- 



In the beginning of this chapter, the apostle en- 
ters into a pathetic review of the happiness of a 
future state; and his conclusion seems to be, that 
as man is composed of a soul and^abody, he has 
two places of abode — (this world, and the next) 
— ^provided for him ; in both of which he is des- 
tined to dwell ; and for both of which he is pro- 
perly furnished. In this world, which is made up 
of sensible objects, he walks by sight — that is, as 
far as his worldly affiiirs are concerned^ he is under 
the conduct of his senses. But he must remember, 
that he is also the destined inhabitant of a future 
world, from which all objects of sense are re- 
moved. With regard to this future world, there- 
fore, he cannot walk by sight ; but must walk 
under such a conduct, as will bring invisible 
things before him, as if they were visible — that 
is, as the apostle speaks, he must walk by faith. 

But 
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But though we are under a necessity of walking 
hy sights as far as the things of this world are 
concerned — yet the wise and good man knows» 
that the affairs of this world need not so wholly 
engage him> as to prevent his walking also hy 
faith : just as a man travelling by night through 
a pathless desert, may take care how he set his 
foot, and at the same time have his eye fixed 
upon the distant light, which leads him to the 
point he aims at. 
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L. 

Increase our faith* — Luke, xvii. 5. 



The mind of man resembles a flowing, and 
ebbing sea. It sentiments, and affections ate 
never at a stay -*- always in a state of fluctuation. 
Sometimes the religious affections flow in with a 
full tide*— and sometimes they ebb almost en- 
tirely out of sight. In short, our feelings are 
impressed by the weather — by indisposition -^ 
by high health — by good news — by bad news 
— by company — by conversation — by gain — 
by loss — and a variety of other circumstances : 
and these feelings again often influence our best 
formed sentiments. This moment the man is 
pious, and devout — the next, bis mind is filled 
with passions, and conceits, which he would be 
ashamed to publish. More, or less, all man- 
kind live under the influence of this uncertain 
atmosphere ; which is the natural air of a state 
of trial. 

Now, among our other virtues, the great lead- 
ing principle oi^ faith is often subject to these 

variations. 
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variations. There are times^ when it may flame 
out with all the warmth of devotion. There are 
other times, when' dark clouds may overspread 
the whole work of redemption — when all the 
promises of God are obscured ; and even a fu- 
ture state is involved in mists, and seen with no 
distinctness. The .pious Christian, in the per- 
plexity of his h^art, often shudders at these pa- 
roxysms of his faith. But though it is his duty 
to preserve this great principle, as much alive, 
and as active as he can ; yet let him not be too 
much distressed by these occasional depressions. 
,The healthiest body is subject sometimes to pe- 
riodical indispositions ; and so may the healthiest 
mind. Even the disciples of our blessed Lord 
had reason to beg an increase of faith. 

It is proper, however, to try every means to 
keep our faith as steady as we can. — We should 
be frequent in reading the Scriptures — in medi- 
tation, and in prayer — and should often reflect 
on the fugitive, and mortifying state of worldly 
happiness — and on the glories of a future state. . 
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LI. 



Whoso hath this world^s good^ and seeth his brother 
. have need, and shutteth up his bowels of com- 
. passionjrom him, hoxvdweileth the love of God 
\ in him? ■-— 1 John, iii. I7. 



Passages of tWs kind, says the objector, 
seem to imply a gross impropriety. You incul- 
cate that all events are in the* hands of God — 
that his wisdom knows best how to dispose them 
-^that he uses them as the means of moral* dis- 
cipline — as the means of rewarding, punishing, 
cforrecting, and trying mankind : and yet, not- 
withstanding all this, you urge the necessity of 
interfering in this matter ; and when it pleases 
God to correct a person for his sins, you think it 
right to counteract Providence by relieving him: 
as if, when the law has passed sentence on a cri- 
minal, some private person should, on his own 
authority, think proper to rescue him. 

To this we answer, that God takes, within his 
plan, all events — our charities as well as his own 

means 
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means of correction; We, as well as all other 
parts of nature, are his instruments, and may be 
so, for any thing we know, in mitigating those 
chastisements which he may have carried as far 
as he intends. 

Besides, as God hath given us bowels of com- 
passion, and ordered us to exercise them towards 
our brethren, it is not our parts to inquire how 
such oflSces unite» or interfere with God AU 
mighty*s plans, of which we are wholly ignorant. 
Qf this we may be isure, that God Almighty's 
plans cs^n never b^ injured by any thing that he 
orders us to do» 

Farther stilly we ^e how much this intfercQurse 
of b^nevplence promotes the general interests 
of virtue i and this affprds a reason for God's 
enjoining it He corrects one paao by affliction ; 
and he trie$ tb^ virtues of ajiiother by enjoining 
him.towli^veit. 
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LIl. 



Isaac went out to meditate in the^ld at even^tide. 
Grenesis, xxiv. 63» 



1 HE history of ^the patriarchs is so very con- 
cise, that we know little of their private lives. 
What we have, is commonly simple, and instruc- 
tive. The circumstance mentioned in the text, 
that Isaac went out at even-tide, to meditate, 
was probably his constant practice after the busi- 
ness of the day. The account is short j but it 
gives us a strong idea of his character. No man, 
but a good man, would think of concluding his 
day in this religious manner. 

I shall pursue the instruction given us by the ' 
holy patriarch, and shew yo\i,Jirst, what are the 
proper subject of religious meditation — and 
secondly^ what are the advantages of it. 

What the subject of Isaac's meditation was^ we 
are not told. One great channel of it, we may 
suppose, was the holy promise made to his father, 
that in his seed all the nations of the earth should be 
blessed. And though that promise had not yet 

been - 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



352 HINTS 

been renewed, he could not but conclude him- 
self to be the medhim through which it was to 
pass to mankind* The prophecy of bruising the 
serpenfs head^ was a tradition still recent in the 
world } and this joined to the right of sacrifice, 
especially the mysterious event of that kind, in 
which he himself had been so nearly concerned, 
could not but lead his thoughts to some idea of 
an atonement for sin. — Then again God's pro- 
vidence in protecting, and enriching his father in 
a foreign laiid, must be a grateful theme of medi- 
tation ; and assist in leading his mind still forward 
in the belief that his family was, in some way, in- 
tended by God as ;a blessing to mankind. — The 
wonderful event too of the deluge, still fresh in 
the memory of mankind, and pointed out by 
various monuments,^ at that time existing, could 
not but be an awful subject^of his frequent medi- 
tation. — The works of God likewise were always 
before him j and, whether he turned his eyes to 
the heavens above, or to the earth ibeneath, he 
could never want a subject for religious contem- 
plation. 

But, whatever were the subjects of Isaac's me- 
ditation, ours are still enlarged. The works of 
creation are greatly more opened to us, than they 

were 
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were to him. By the assistance of art, ne see 
wonders in the heavens, and in the earth— ^ in 
God's greatest, as well as in his minutest works, 
which were not known in ancient times: and 
the enquiries of sagacious men are daily laying 
open new discovieries. All these things furnish 
the most pleasing matter for contemplation. To 
trace the infinite wisdom and contrivance of the 
Almighty in his works, as far as we can, is one of 
the most rational contemplations, that can em- 
ploy the wit of man. From the beauties of this 
world, we are led to conceive the glories of the 
next Then again, the great work of re- 
demption, which the patriarch only saw in a few 
shadowy types, and obscure predictions, has been 
now completed. Its grand evidences from pro- 
phecies -i^ from miracles — from the authenticity 
of Scripture, and all its holy doctrines — afford 
the most interesting subjects for meditation. — 
The several parts too of this wonderful revelation 
— ^the character it displays — the truths it dis- 
covers — the assistances it offers — the sanctions 
it holds out — and the sacraments it enjoins — 
are all subjects, which can. never be exhausted. 
We consider next the advantages of reli- 
gious meditation. 

VOL. II. A A It 
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f t^may ^be a question, >how lar knowledge jooot 
tribute8to practke^ Tbey ape* certainly derived 
from different 6durce6«--^'one ^rom tbe;head-«^ 
the other from 4fae heart. And indeed the stu* 
dious, apd iettered^nan, I believe, ^nerally finds 
a difBoulty in transferring bis ideas 'from 4)ne to 
tlie other. This is oertain, bow^ver, that unless 
he do, his studies are of iittle use to himself, of 
whatever use they may be to others. Every 
one of the subjects J have mentioned for reli- 
gious ^meditation, and almost every other, may 
be considered both as -scientific, and as practical. 
The works of cre^jtion, for instance, in all iiietr 
various parts, afford the noblest field for scientific 
enquiry : but if tha^ enquiry do not lead us to 
praise the great Creator in his works ^— to hum- 
ble ourselves before him -^-^ and to make tbe will 
of this awful Sovereign (rf* the world. our constant 
guide ; our enquiries, |iowever acute and philo- 
sophical, will end in little advantage to ourselves. 
**^ Thus again, with regard to the redemption 
of man rr- the evidences of the Gospels— the 
objectiqns made to it ^-^ and every other fiart 
which comes within the compass of human rea^ 
son to examine, are all matteos of scienoe ^^ 
enquiry. But whoever, in meditating upon them^ 

rasts 
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rests on the enquiry, without bringing it home 
to the heart — may please himself vritb being 
a defender of Christianity, but must not con- 
ceive himself to be a disciple of Christ. — These 
observations will explain what is here meant by 
the advantages of religious meditation. Unless 
it go to the heart and direct the practice, it 
has little use. And ,to this end, it is not casually 
thinking on these subjects, that will produce the 
affect The n)in4 must be brought c^ten tp 
tbf^fn--*the h^mt mm the frequently questioned 
vp^and a comparison between precept and prac* 
fice often made. 



A ▲ S 
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LIIL 

Gather up th^ fragments that remain^ that nothing. 
Ae /o5^. — John, vi. 12. 



There is something rather singular in this 
piece of instruction. That our blessed Saviour^ 
who could multiply food as he pleased, and had 
just been giving an instance of that power» 
should think it of any moment to save the frag- 
ments of what he had just been creating, and 
could as easily create again, could have no 
meaning, but as a piece of instruction to us. — 
It is still more singular, when we consider, that 
the care qf these fragments is omitted by none of 
the four evangelists ; and is mentioned by them 
altogether not less than eight or nine times. 

We have the same lesson taught us in the grand 
works of nature ; on which our Saviour's injunc- 
tion in the text may be called a comment. Let 
us look where we will among the woiics of the 
great Creator, we shall find it a maxim univer- 
sally 
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sally observed, that nothing shall he lost* The 
most insignificant pile of grass is meant to be 
the food of some animal ; and when redundant, 
unites again with the earth to make up its con- 
tinual waste. The death of one animal is the 
food of another. Not an atom is lost. Evdry 
drop of water performs a constant rotation. ' It 
' is rarified in clouds -^ falls in rain — and returns 
to the sea,. either flQwingiu rivers,, or percolated 
through the ^arth. 

What then are we to learn from these lessons 
of religion and nature ? 

That waste of every kind is contrary to both. 

Ideas of justice bring us to the same conclii- 
. sion. No man has a right to more than his share. 
What you waste, another wants. 

These high authorities place in a strong light 
the excesses of a modern elegant table. It can- 
not possibly be furnished without great waste ; 
and has nothing in apology, but the vitiated 
fashions of the times. 



A A S 
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LIV. 



Bear ye one another^ s burdens^ cmd so Julfil (he 
lam qf Christ — for every man shall bear his own 
burden. — Galatians^ vi. 2* 



Many are the burdens we all have to bear in 
this world ; and great is the relief which We all 
may receive from the kindness of others. Igno- 
rance is a burden-— sickness is a burden — ajfiic- 
tion is a burden — poverty is a burden — arid 
vice is a greater burden than any of them. 

To induce us to the charitable oflBce of assist- 
ing to bear each other's burdens, the apostle in 
the text sets before us two inducements : Jirst^ 
because it JidfiU the Icm qf Christ ; and, secondly ^ 
because every man shall hear his own burden. 

The law qf Christ is an obvious reason : but it 
does not so readily appeal*, that we should bear 
the burden qfothers^ because every man shall hear 
his oxmu Yet when we reflect^j that the better we 
perform our duty, the less we shall l^ave to answer 
for, it follows, by a kind of inverse ratio, that th^ 
more we bear each other's burdens, the lighter 
we make our own. 
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LV. 



Whose image and superscription hath it? 



A MAN may be examined, as our Saviour 
enatminediaioom. Whose image and> superscript 
tionihatfahe? Tx> whom doth be helong^? With* 
whose nameust he inscribed? 

But this<is rather too dmgerous a' mode of 
examination to be catried into practice. Itmiiy' 
load to fabe judgments^ 

Lshould'ratherr^advis^ every raan^ therefore,- to; 
be- content to make it' his* ovtw^oriterioni Let him * 
examine his own heart by it: Whose image and: 
superscription, do I find there? Do I»see the 
world, and all its pleasures jpor/r^Iy^c// Do I^read * 
in the inscription, these are the things my heartis > 
set on^ — Ofi do J see in it the image of'a divine 
Saviour ? and* see: itanseribed whh the holyj doo^ ^ 
trines of the Gospel?:^ 

N. B. This subject may be enlarged by con- 
sidering the various images and superscriptions, 
¥^hich we may all'ii'nd in our own Hearts. 

A A 4 
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LVL 
/ die daily. — 1 Cor. xv. 31. 



The moment I am born is a moment nearer 
death. As my life proceeds, death. approaches* 
They keep equal pace. The steps of one mea- 
sure exactly the steps of the other. Thus justly 
may we say with the apostle, We die daily. 

Is it not wonderful that when an irresistible, 
power is rushing armed against us, y^e do not 
rather wish to conciliate him as a friend, than 
make him an enemy ? 

The cry of the world is. Let tcs live daily. Let 
us not suffer the thoughts of death to interrupt 
the pleasures of life. 

The religious man, in the meantime, follows 
the apostle's advice, and always has in remem- : 
brance that he dies daily. How can I better, says . 
he, confine the tumultuary joys of life within the 
bounds of moderation ^ — how can 1 better bear 
the distresses of the world — than by having this 
memento always before me, / die daily ? 
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LVII. 



fVhat glory is ity if when ye be buffeted for your 
faultSy ye take itpatimtly? — 1 Peter, ii. 20. 



In a state of trial, we sltb always buffeted for 
our faults. Our merciful Father never lays any 
affliction upon us, which is not meant to correct 
some moral mischief Under this idea, therefore, 
we should take patiently every evil that befalls us; 
and should endeavour to correct our faults by the 
bufietings of Providence. 

If we are religious in the use of this moral 
discipline, the outward sign will follow. The 
natural effect will be an easy pleasant temper. 
He who is in good humour only when he is 
pleased^ plainly shews he has not yet learned this 
religious lesson. But when he smiles, and suf- 
fers, most probably he feels as he ought, God's 
iqoijrecting hand. 
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LVIII. 



Beware J lest any man spoil you through philosophy^ 
and vain deceit^ <i0er the traditions.qfmm^ after 
the. rudiments of the worlds and^not after Christ. 
— Colossians, li. 8. 



We have here a kind of prophetic cautioa 
against the spirit of philosophy, whicfr shouW 
certainly at various times step forth, and oppose 
the simplicity of the gospel. Amidiit all' the 
evidences of Christianity, and even dUring the 
rapid progress which it made, the^ vain deceits of 
philosophy, those rudiments of the world, began 
early to appear. 

We need not wonder, therefore, if they should 
make their appearance in these declining d^ys. 
Miraculous powers have now ceased — Christianity 
is supported only by evidence, which few are dis- 
posed to examine — the tiies of religion are more* 
relaxed^ — people are Tess in earnest than they used 
to be — and worldly philosophy hath* attained a 
greater height. Under these circumstances, we 

need 
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need not wonder, if the vanity and self-import- 
ance of the philosopher should set up a new 
creed in opposition to Christianity. 

Let us then, my brethren, be on our guard. 
We are forewarned of these vain deceits^ We 
have lately seen the dreadful havoc, which this 
worldly philosophy hath occasioned in all parts 
of Europe; and ought to tremble at every ap« 
proach that is made towards it. 
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LIX. : 



We were bondmen ; but our God haih not forsaken 
i lis in. our bondage^bui haih ex^tended his mercy 
; ««to w^.— Ezra, ix. 9. .' 



We are met together to-day * to deplore the 
violent death of a very amiable prince. How far 
he should be introduced among the noble army of 
martyrs^ is another question* The act, however, 
which we deplore, was certainly a most nefarious 
one ; and calls for the highest indignation. 

In deploring, however, the crimes and violences 
of those lawless times, let us not forget the mer- 
cles of God, which attended them — of that God, 
who brings light out of darkness, and turns the 
wickedness of men into acts of mercy. 

If we examine witli a candid eye, the whole 
train of these events, however melancholy in them^^ 
seheSf we are led to acknowledge, they produced 
in the end one of the greatest national blessings. 



Januarj the Thirtieth. 



which 
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which the Providence of God ever affor^id'^to 
thislaiid, in opening a way to the establishment 
of that happy state of liberty, which we at pre- 
sent enjoy. 

Our lawyers speak of a spirit of liberty-in- 
herent in the constitution. It might be, but the 
people felt it not. They did not know theit 
^own- consequence. The spirit of exerting the 
liberty, which the laws gave them, slumbered j, 
^nd they bore patiently whatever an arbitrary 
prince imposed. 

Before the civil wars broke out, the govern- 
ment of this country tended certainly to des- 
potism. The Tudors were tyrants ; and if James 
the first was not equally tyrannical, it was not 
for want of inclination, but for want of those 
commanding talents, which his predecessors pos- 
sessed. 

Charles the Fir^t, with all his amiable quali- 
ties, seems to have had no inclination to relax 
the regal authority : and if he had been success- 
ful in this struggle, it is probable, he might have 
continued in the arbitrary plan of his predeces- 
, sors. He was easily impressed by those about 
him'; many of whom would have found it their 
interest to rouse the prerogative. Even the no- 

ble 
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bie liistoriftQ, who was one of the best o£ tfa^m, 
diaoo¥6rs several symptoms of his being •enough 
wclined to stretch the regal pc^wer beyond iti 
proper tone. * 

The tyranny of Cromwell indeed succeeded* 
Few men had the talents which he possessed 
of enforcing obedience. But his talents^ great 
as they were, if he had lived much longer, must 
hitve given way. The people had now gained 
dear ideas of civil rights ; and well understood 
the doctrine, that kings were made for the peo^ 
pie.; not the people for kings. 



* In the be^nning of hkt account of die treaty ia the lile 
of Wight, he speaks v^iy freely. " The only hope left," he 
says, '< was, that by this treaty, the king might be restored 
** to such a condition, -that there might be those roots lefl in 
** the crown, from whence its former power and prerogatire 
'< might sprout out hereafter, and flourish." — And yet hi» 
Jbrmer potoer wad prerogative were the very roots from which 
all the succeeding mischiefs originated. 

On the other hand, I see not how we can allow the honours 
of -patriotism to such men as Hampdek. If, like the excel- 
lent Lord Falkland, and some others, he had only conti-^ 
nued with the parliament, while they reformed the abuses of 
the times, he might have shone among the first of English 
patriotis: but by seconding, or proposing all then: wild 
schemea, he plainly shewed, that he meant not to re8C9re> 
but to overturn the coiutittttioxu 

At 
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:Att]ie BttstomttoD, the liberties of thelsiogdom 
•iioifldiiave ^been settled ; but die people wcm 
so ntad with joy at getting rid nf tyranny, thfkt 
iH^tTbing else €oul4 be attended to. 

The tvvo princes, who succeeded CnovniveU, 
begaa again to titespass on the liberties of* the 
people ; ^nd to sinew the tyrannical principles of 
tiieir pisedeoessors. But the iq»irit of lidberty vrm 
ntywi^ooeed : a»d the whole nation unanimously, 
^lotbcmt^ividingdinto a civil war, took snach steps 
m tlie year 1688, as effectually secured their 
liberties. fVom <^is time, t^t happy form <if 
government took place, which is perhaps as per- 
fect as any human government can be. At least 
when we compare it with other governments, we 
see great cause of thankfulness to God. At the 
same time we must allow, that the events of those 
times seem to have been the great means under 
Providence to rouse the spirit of the nation, 
which might otherwise have dosed on under 
despotism, like other nations on the continent. 
While therefore we deplore the catastrophe of 
this day, (though I see no reason for supposing 
it will be visited on us^ or our posterity^) let us 
thank God for turning those scenes of bloodshed 
and murder into the happy establishment we 

BOW 
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now enjoy. We hear no more now of prockok' 
ations having the foree of law — of forced loans 
— of the disuse of parjiaments — of raising 
money without its consent — of ship-money — 
overawing juices — star-chamber fines — high 
commission courts-— and other grievances. 

One thing more may be added. A strong 
«ense of religion existed in the nation at large, 
through all these calamitous times. Disfigured 
indeed it often was with fanaticism, and enthu- 
siaiim : yet still it had a strong hold upon the 
minds of men, and produced by degrees that 
sobriety of manners, which led at last, under 
God, to a happy conclusion. 
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LX. 

Which things we speak, not in the words which 
marCs wisdom teacheth; but which the Holy 
Ghost teacheth. — 1 Cor. ii. 13, 



Human learning is commonly supposed to 
be friendly to religign; but here is an apparent 
distinction pointed out between them; which 
seems to place the former in an unfavourable 
light. As we may suppose, therefore, that in 
some cases they coincide, and in others are at 
variance, I shall endeavour to point out their 
boundaries; and shew how far human learning 
is of advantage ; and how far it may be of dis- 
advantage to religion. 

In the first place, many advantages accrue tq 
religion from human learning. A state of learn- 
ing has a general tendency to open the mind — 
to dispel .prejudices — to enable men to distin- 
guish between truth and falsehood — to be con- 
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vinced by the former — and to detect the ab- 
surdities of the latter — to seek out analogies ; 
and to combine arguments in favour of the truth 
from various topics. 

Qn the other hand, human learning is apt to 
generate pride ^ self-sufficiency ; and emulation, 
which borders on envy. The man of learning 
often sets up his reason in opposition to reve- 
lation ; and finding difficulties, which his reason 
cannot surmount, he becomes contemptuous, and 
sceptical. Or, if he go not so far, he is apt to 
be refined -^ to introduce subtleties into his in- 
terpretatioiis of scripture ; and, in short, to blend 
the gospel with a variety of nice speculations ill 
agreeing with its native simplicity. — We need 
not tlierefore suppose, that St. Paul in the text 
meant to throw any aspersion on human kaming; 
but only to brand, under the name of worldly 
wsdaw^ what he elsewhere styles, the opposition 
of science, Jalseljf so called. 

As it is a difficult matter however to check the 
opposition ^ science ^-^ov to refine it from those 
various impurities which it is too apt to contract, 
all we can hope is, that learned men would in the 
first place endeavour to keep the siqipliqity of 
r^igion always in view : and, secondly, that they 

would 
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would be very cautious how they suffer, any 
novel opinions to get abroad, which may even 
remotely tend to infuse prejudices against re* 
ligion. 

This hint, and the five following^ are chiefly directed to 
the Clergy. 



BB S 
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LXL 



And he called unto him his disciples ; and out of 
them he chose twelvcr ixfhom also he named 
apostles. — Luke, vi. 13. 



From these words I shall jf?r5* consider the ex- 
cellence of the apostolical character — and, se- 
condh/9 how far it may be the object of our 
imitation. 

The excellence of itconsistedinthe natural^ and 
supernatural powers, with which it was endowed. 

With regard to the natural powers of an apostle, 
the first requisite seems to have been a foundation 
of plain good sense, and of sound judgment. This 
is evident from all the apostolical writings, and* 
transactions, which have been handed down to us. 
No depth of parts seem to have been required ; 
only the free, and genuine use of a rational mind. 

Simplicity of manners was the next requisite. 
A character trained in the world — adulterated 

by 
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by its fashions — and depraved by its prejudices, 
might have suited the character of a pope ; but 
not of an apostle. 

Great zeal for truth was another requisite. Zeal 
without knowledge is a mischievous ingredient 
The zeal of an apostle consisted not in persecuting 
others ; but in taking everj^ method of obtaining 
truth himself, and in geiitly persuading others to 
embrace it. 

To this zeal for truth was added a natwralfirm- 
ness of mind in maintaining it. In this the 
apostles of Christ were never deficient, even in 
their uninspired state — - except on one occasion^ 
when they conceived all their hopes at an end. 
• These seem to be all thenaturai powers that were 
required in an apostle of Christ; and, as far as we 
can judge, the whole apostolic college possessed 
them. Judas Iscariot alone appears to haVe been 
deficient. He had neithelr tHat judgment — that 
simplicity ^f manners — that zeal for truth— nor 
firmness in maintaining it, which the others 
possessed. Accordingly he found himself in a 
situation, to which he was not suited. He had 
made a false judgment. He was a man of the 
world ; and divine truth had no charms for 
Iiim. 
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On these natural powers^ with which the 
apostles were endowed, were ingrafted the super- 
natural powers of the Holy Ghost. All men may 
be assisted by the Spirit of God ; but we are en- 
quiring now into its swpematural powers. With 
these the apostles were endowed. They were 
enlightened with the knowledge of truth-^they 
spake languages^ which they bad never learned 

— they were inspired with the spirit of prophecy 

— and were enabled to work miracles. 

Having thus seen in what the excellence df the 
apostolic character cdtiMsted^ let us next see how 
far it may be the dbject of our imittttion. 

None of the natural powers required in an 
apostle, can be dispensed with in a minister of 
the gospel, even at tfus-iime. He should be a 
man of plain, good sense (shining talents are 
not requisite) and of great simplicity of man«> 
ners ; untrained in the world ; and unprejudiced 
by its opinions. He should have a regard, above 
all things, for the truth, and a zeal in maintain^ 
ing it. 

Young men are sometimies put into the ministry 
on lucrative motives. Pfetrents amd guardians, who 
are influenced by such views, must answer the 

charge. 
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chsLtge* MlEitiy, hawever, ufiinfluenced, go into 
the ministry themselves^ without any attetition 
to the duties of their station. He who hath 
made this false step in the beginning of his 
ministry, hath nothing now left but to retrieve it. 
And let him consider the case well. There h 
many a Judas now in the Christian church ; who» 
thdugh he would not perhaps sell his master for 
thirty pieces of silver, may yet be induced, for a 
price accommodated to his wishes, to sell him 
over and over, in other shapes, by neglecting his 
fdncttdns -^ by spending his life in pleasure^ 
and amusement ^^ and by setting such an ex« 
ample among his parishioners, as gives them a 
pretence for wickedness. We cannot but suppose 
our Lord knew Judas, before he made him an 
apostle ; and we cannot conceive any reason for 
his putting him into the apostleship ; but to make 
him a deterring example to future ministers. 

From the natural powers of the apostles, we 
proceed to those which were supernatural; with 
all which the present ministers of the church 
have no concern. But, at the same time, the ne- 
cessity of these supernatural powers ceases. If 
we are not immediately inspired, the inspired 
volumes are open to our search, in which we 
B B 4 may 
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may be furnished with every truth, which the 
apostles had immediately from heaven. -^ We 
cannot, it is true, speak languages, whicL we 
never leaiiied ; but as our ministry is confined to 
oneplace, these languages are unnecessary. What 
languages we want, we may acquire by human 
means. — The spirit of prophecy, it is true, hath 
ceased : but the occasion for it hatli ceased also« 
It was intended chiefly to prove the truth of re- 
ligion. The present minister of the gospel wants 
no farther proof. He need only apply the proofs 
already entrusted to him. — Miracles, for the 
same reason, . have ceased ; at the same time, 
they are not wanted. They have proved what 
was intended ; and that proof is upon record. 
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LXII. 



And it shall come to pass, that every one that is left 
qfthinehottses shallcome^ andcrovcbfor apiece of 
silver^ and a morsel of bread. — 1 Sam. ii. 56. 



We have here a prophecy relating to a corrupt 
priesthood among the Jew^s. It is a slight, but 
bold sketch of clerical adulation. Nothing sets 
the ecclesiastical character in a lower point of 
light, than crouching. It is miserable to see 
Gbd's ministers applying with adulation to man. 
When a clergyman crouches Jbr a morsel of 
bread, which is too often the case ; it is a scan* 
dal to the church in which he ministers. But 
when he has obtained a competence, and crouches 
for — what the text calls a piece of silver — 
something more splendid than a competence — 
he turns the scandal upon himself. He shews 
what is uppermost in his thoughts — he is alive . 
to lucre ; but lost to a sense of duty. It is not 
the office he desires; but the silver he crouches for. 

In 
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In an age of infidelity, it behoves the clergy^ 
above all others, to do nothing which may bring 
religion into contempt : dtid nothing can make 
it more contemptible, than crouching for prefer- 
ment. The apostle takes particular care to guard 
the clergyman against doing any thing (or Jil0iy 
lucre. 

Besides, he who solicits preferment, boldly de- 
clares, I am equal to the work. He who accepts^ 
only what is offered, modestly says in effect, I 
will endeavour to do my best. 
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The tilings that thou hast heard of me, the same 
commit thou tofaitftful men, who shaU be abk to 
teach others. — S Timothy, ii. 0« 



The patron of ectlesiastical benefices seems t6 
hold in his disposal two distinct appointments 
— a temporal emolument^ and a spiritual employ- 
menu The former is entrusted to him by the 
iaw — the latter by the gospel. Bujt as the emo- 
lument, and the employment, though distinct in 
their nature, cannot be separated in reality, it 
seems fit, that the law should give way to the 
gospel, and the whole together should be con- 
sidered as a gospeUtrust 

On this principle, theti, the patron should con* 
sider how such trusts should be executed: and 
this will best ^pear by considering the end 
which such trusts are intended to serve. If they 
were mere temporalities, a man might manage 
and dispose of them, as he does the other parts 

of 
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of his estate. But they are tenures, we see, of 
a different kind. The patron has no right to 
dispose of them with a view to any end or pur- 
pose of his own : but merely for the sake of ad- 
vancing, religion. To this purpose, the text will 
bear an easy alteration. The benefices thou hast 
received to dispose qffor the advancerkent qfre- 
Ugion, commit thou to faithful men^ who shall be 
able to teach others. If the^ instruction was to 
be committed to faithful men, it certainly fol- 
lows, that the power or means of giving that 
instruction, was to be committed to them alsa 
HyfaithfidTnenj who are able to teach othersi no 
doubt the apostle means men of exemplary livesj^ 
— well versed in Scripture "■ — and of abilities to 
instruct otiiers. Great learning may not be 
iiecessary in common congregations ; but exem-^ 
plary lives, and a thorough knowledge of Scrips 
ture certainly are. 

It is unfortunate, if it could have been avoided, 
that the temporal emolument^ and the spiritual em- 
ployment are conferred together. The patron 
perhaps too often considers only the former, 
which the law gives him a liberty to confer ; 
and stepping over the gospel obligation, turns 
the whple into a temporality* 

lo That 
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That lay-patrons should make light of a gospel- 
obligation, and should consider the benefices, to 
which they present, as appendages of their estates, 
is not very wonderfuL But if an ecclesiastical 
patron should consider them only as the means 
of portioning a daughter, providing for a. son, 
or strengthening some political coni^ectioh; he 
would certainly violate a very sacred trust. 
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Meditate on these ^mgs -^ take heed t^a ihy^lf^ 
und to thy doctrine -r^ for in 90 doing thou ^haU 
both sme tki^feff and tho9e ^ho hear thee.^^ 
1 Timothy, iv. 16. 



When we consider this passage as written to 
a teacher of religion, it plainly opens to us two 
very distinct sources of meditation — that which 
respects ourselves, and that which respects those 
who hear us. 

The studious maximeditates on various religious 
topics, which concern his profession. He reads 
— he thinks — he writes — with a view to save 
those who hear him. 

All this is good ; but it contributes nothing 
towards salving himself. The head is thus far only 
concerned •— not the heart : for all this may, in a 
manner, be done mechanically. But if, while he 
instructs others, he apply the instruction to him- 
self 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



FOR ae^MONs. 968 

self — if he ask his own heart, whether this^ or 
the other symptom of the vice he discusses, ever 
appears there — if he prescribe to himself the 
remedy he prescribes to others •— or if he follow 
tho^e goo4 rules he is studious to giv^ th^m— 
he may then be said to take heed to himself in his 
doctrine, as well as to others ; and may hope, at 
the same time, to scwe both himsetf, and those 
who hear him. 
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LXV. 

Go, teach all nations. — Matthew, xxviii/19. 



By the merciful providence of God, the^gospel 
seems to have two great modes of access to the 
humau heart — both, perhaps, conducive to the 
same good end : one through the channel of the 
imagination ; the other through that of reason. 
The former is more adapted to the ignorant, and 
unenlightened part of mankind ; who cannot 
reason, nor see the force of evidence. Where 
there is ability to comprehend evidence, it should 
certainly be offered. 

The Moravians, and other religionists of that 
class, apply chiefly to the imagination, and en- 
deavour to inspire enthusiastic fervors; which 
have a wonderful efifect often on an ignorant, 
uninstructed mind ; and may be very conducive 
to incite piety, and devotion. — I speak not here 
of the opinions^ which some sectaries hold ; but 
merely of their Toode qf address. 

The 
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The poor Greenlanders are an example of the 
beneficial eftects of this mode of preaching. * 
They were very deficient in all the powers of rea- 
son ; and more of course under the influence of 
imagination. To this, their missionaries, who 
were themselves illiterate men, immediately ap- 
plied. Their discourses are full of sensible images^ 
fit to strike the imagination. They abound in 
such phrases as, The Saviour pours his blood upon 
us.'-^We look into his dear wounds. — Grace 
brought us to the dear Saviour's wounds, which we 
kiss. — ■• Lead us to the LamVs wounds. — WeMss 
his pierced feet with tears. — I had a gracious look 
from the bloodstained Saviour. — 1 have no better 
place to hide me in than the wounds of Christ. 

In a strain of this kind the preaching of the 
Moravian Missionaries in Greenland chiefly ran : 
yet we cannot but conceive, from the simple nar- 
ratives we have of the societies of these people, 
they were pious Christians. 

At the same time, the sectary must grant that 
a mode of preaching, thus addressed to the ima- 
gination, is not adapted to general use. What an 
ignorant uninformed audience would hear with 

♦ See Crantz's Account of the Missionaries in Greenland, 
VOL. II. CO delight, 
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delight, (as indeed we see they commonly do^) an 
enlightened audience could not forbear treating 
with contempt. To convince the mind of an 
intelligent sceptic, yon must not open upon him 
with the absolute necessity of feitb, till you have 
convinced him of the foundation of that faith ; 
nor tell him affecting stories of the sufferings of 
Christ, till he believe in the reality of those suf- 
ferings. He must be given to understand, that 
the truth of the gospel is not without the 
strongest evidence ; biit he must take the trouble 
to examine it. 

Again, when worldly prejudices, and refined 
modes of immorality mix IhemBelves with Chris- 
tian doctrines, it is necessary to disentangle this 
maze of error; and to place gospel precepts, 
and gospel motives, in their true light. In order 
to do this, some learning is necessary ; and the 
enthusiastic preacher must not call it worldly 
wisdom ; and deny its efficacy. 

We see then, my brethren, how great a diffi- 
culty lies upon us in preaching the gospel. Our 
audiences consist, commonly, of a mixture of 
the higher and lower ranks. If we preach more 
to the affections, there may be some among 
our audience to whom such discourses may be 

acceptable; 
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acceptable; but, it is probable, there may be 
more who will be disgusted. 

Again, the reasoning style, carried too far, may 
subject us to the same inconveniences. Few in 
any congregation can enter into the depth of an 
argument. It appears, therefore, best to take a 
middle course — - neither to run into any flights 
of imagination, on one hand ; nor, on the other, 
to aim at that close mode of reasoning, which 
people only of improved minds can follow. 
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LXVI. 



The Lord direct your hearts — to the patient wait* 
i'^gfor Christ. — 2 Thessalonians, iii. 5. 



This passage may be considered as expressive 
of the true character of a Christian. He whose 
religious principles are formed on the patient 
waiiing for Christ, is fully prepared for every 
event. The joys of the world may excite a 
smile ; but it comes not from his heart. The sor- 
rows of the world may draw a tear ; but he feels 
a secret source of consolation, which secures 
him from grief. Every little sinister or happy 
event, which is apt to overturn the minds of the 
generality, and throw them off their balance, he 
receives with equanimity. These are not the 
things about which his happiness, or his misery, 
is concerned. The secret joy of waiting patiently 
for Christ, absorbs, in a great degree, all his 
other affections. 

10 
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Thy hands have made andfashioned me. — give 
me understandings that I may learn thy com- 
mandments. — Psal. cxix. 



Man, with all his natural accomplishments, is 
a creature, which at once bespeaks the hands 
which made and fashioned him. His commanding 
form— his strength — his agility — his dexterity 
—his longevity — the ease with which he bears 
fatigue, hunger, thirst, and the variation of 
climate, place him, in most of these instances, 
above the generality of animals — and, in the 
aggregate, superior to them all. If to these we 
add the gifts of reason, by which he cultivates 
arts and sciences — the powers of imagination, 
and the range of language, by which he is 
enabled to communicate the various ideas he 
conceives, we may consider him as highly arrayed 
by the hand of his great Creator. All other ani- 
mals, furnished with certain instincts, which turn 
them into mere machines, act in a very narrow 
circles whereas man subdues all nature^ if I may 
c c 3 so 
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so speak, to his own use. He cultivates the earth ; 
he gives fertility to the barren soil ; he looks 
among the beasts of the forest, and selects some 
for his food, and others for his convenience ; he 
consults use and beauty in raising his habita- 
tion ; and adorns the face of nature by his im- 
provements. 

Thus far, however, man, with all his accomplish- 
ments, is only fitted for this world; and if he have 
no higher aims, is still only a superior brute. But 
he has a soul within him, actuated by nobler prin- 
ciples, which spurns all earthly things, and rises 
to a heavenly life. It is this holy fire which 
David, in words like these, wishes to kindle : 
" Thy hands have made and fashioned me. But 
the goodly frame is still imperfect. It wants its 
great animating principle ! O complete thy work ! 
Oive me understanding, that I may learn thy 
commandments." 

Thus, then, God hath furnished tnan with the 
means of qualifying himself for future happiness. 
Biit if he consider the bounty of God as the means 
only of present enjoyment, he not only loses, in 
a great degree, the happiness he aims at j but he 
has a penalty to pay hereafter for not accepting 
the favours of God in the order, and mariner, in 
which God graciously offers them. 
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He that taketh not his cross^ andjblloweth after 
me, is not worthy of me. — Matthew, x. 38. 



JEVERY ChristiaD hath his cross to take up — 
something to bear for the sake of his religioQi^ 
and as a test of his sincerity. 

The early Christian had a very severe trial. He 
had the vengeance of a persecuting world to en- 
dure — torments and death in every shape of 
cruelty. 

The Christian of these ages has generally a 
different cross to take up. He is under little 
apprehension of torments, and death : but he 
has the fashions — the customs — • the prejudices 
— the sneers — the infidelity — and wicked ex- 
ample of a loose world to contend with. 

To the early Christian, the great instruction, 

therefore, was. Be not afraid of their terrors. 

The Christian of these days is informed, that he 

who is ashamed of Christy and his words, in this 

c c 4 adulterous 
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adulterous and sinful generation, qf him shall the 
Son qf man be ashamed, "when he cometh with all 
his holy angels. 

Experience hath shown which had the harder 
jservice. The Christian of old times took up his 
cross, and bore it with fortitude after his Master, 
under all the terrors of persecution. The mo- 
dern Christian shrinks from the world — is afraid 
even of appearing with his cross — and too often 
accommodates the doctrines of it to the fashion 
of the times. 
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LXIX. 

We have corrupted no man; we have defrauded 
no man. — 2 Cor. vii. 2. 



A MAN'S whole duty cannot be comprised in 
negatives. Yet these in the text are very com- 
prehensive ; as they oppose, in a manner, every 
violation of principle and property. 

I have corrupted no man. Nothing ever escaped 
me, that could throw any disrespect on religion. 
No licentious jest on Scripture was ever heard 
from me. Every man, no doubt, has his peculiar 
opinions ; but I never published mine, when a 
full stream of authority, learning, or piety, ran 
against me. I would not risk the danger of 
leading others into error, or at least of their car- 
rying my opinions farther than I intended. — I 
have been equally careful with regard to moral 
duties ; and have always been fearful of saying 
any thing which might weaken their ties upon 
mankind. — As a man may corrupt others still 

more 
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more by his example than by his conversation^ 
I have been very guarded on this head also. 1 
have endeavoured, that no man shall urge me as 
an example for the transgression of any moral 
duty* 

He whose conscience can suggest a language 
of this kind, may humbly say with the apostle, 
/ have corrupted no man. 

The apostle adds, neither have Id^raudedany 
maru — Here is offered ^a large field of inquiry. 
The grossness of downright theft is held in 
horror by every mind, that possesses the least 
degree of liberality. But yet many of these 
liberal minds, liberal in other respects — may not 
be in the least shocked with little tricks and de- 
ceits, under various forms. Numerous are the 
arts which wander from strict honesty. Wher- 
ever the interests of men interfere, they are 
found. The buyer, the seller, the debtor, the 
creditor, have each their little arts of taking 
advantage. The dealings of mankind are so 
various — cases are so intricate — self-delusion 
so casuistical — and precept so unequal to op- 
pose so complex a system of fallacy, that happy 
is he whp can say from his heart, / have de* 
frauded no man. 
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LXX. 

Father J if thou art willing^ remove this cup from 
me; nevertheless not my will, but thine be done. 
Luke, xxii. 42. 



From passages of this kind, in which Christ 
prays to his Father, and shows the deepest sub- 
mission to his will, the Unitarian argues, that 
Christ plainly acknowledges his inferiority. 

I mean not to enter into argument with the 
Unitarian on his general question. All I mean, 
at present, is to show, that such passages as 
these have no relation to it. 

Among the gracious offices which our blessed 
Saviour undertook for the redemption of man, 
one certainly was, to set him an example. The 
scheme of the gospel, delivered in a life, proves 
this. 

AsBXi ea^ample, therefore, was intended, it is pro- 
bable, also, that every Christian virtue mj?flr/ic«/for 
was meant to be ejcemplified. If we are instructed 
in patience^ for instance, in one part of Scripture, 

we 
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we have an example of patience presented to us in 
another. If we are taught humiUty in one chapter^ 
in a succeeding one it is urged upon us in a 
pattern. These virtues, as far as our blessed Sa- 
viour himself was concerned, were surely un- 
necessary : but for our sakes he thought fit to 
give us the example^ as well as the precept. 

In this view also we consider such passages as 
the text, in which our blessed Saviour expresses 
the highest sense of submission to the will of 
God. It was certainly necessary to instruct 
mankind, among other duties, in piety, devotion, 
and resignation. And if our Saviour proceeded 
in this case, as he did in others, by exemplifying 
the duties he taught, how was this to be done, 
but by setting the pattern himself? And as it is 
evident he set the example of several virtues, 
which, as far as he himself was concerned, he 
had no occasion to practise, why may we not 
suppose the same in this case also ? So that, on a 
supposition of our Saviour's divinity, he must 
have acted just as he did. Consistently with 
himself, he could have acted in no other way. 

So that, in fact, the argument drawn from such 
passages as these in the text, for the humanity 
of Christ, seem to have nothing to do with the 
question. 
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LXXI* 



Watch and praif, lest ye enter into temptation. 
Mark, xiv. 38. 



Angels are probably employed in praising 
God, and meditating on his works, and excel- 
lencies* But a state of trial is a state of danger ; 
and its inhabitants are weak, infirm, and fallible* 
If they were not, they would be creatures quali- 
fied for a superior station : for God fills his cre- 
ation with various ranks. In a great house, the 
apostle argues, there must be vessels ofxvoodj and 
of earthy as well as of silver and gold. 

This being the case, man is graciously fur- 
nished in the gospel with all proper instructions 
to enable him to pass properly through that state 
of trial, in which he is placed ; and these instruc- 
tions are summed up by our Saviour in two 
words, watch and prat/. The former relates to 
our own care, and endeavours, which are abso- 
lutely necessary. But as these endeavours, un- 
supported. 
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supportedj cannot carry us happily through this 
state, we are farther enjoined to seek the assist- 
ance oflieaven hy prayer^ which is always afforded, 
when it is sincerely sought. 

N. B. This subject, if the discourse were made 
out, might be enlarged upon under the,following 
division. 

Fir sty might be shown the nature of a state of 
trial, compared with what we suppose to be the 
angelic state. 

Secondly 9 the nature, and end of watchmg fr6m 
•our weakness, and the temptations which every 
where surround us. 

And, thirdly, the necessity of God's assistance, 
from our own inability to grapple with tempta- 
tions ; and the necessity of sincere prayer in 
order to obtain that assistance. 
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LXXIL 



O Lotd, how manifold are thy works ; in wisdom 
hast thou made them all : the earth is full of thy 
riches. — Psalm civ. 24. 



This world is commonly placed in opposition 
to the next, and hath, therefon^, a bad name in all 
our religious exhortations. The wicked world is 
its commcm appellative. But it is ill used ; and 
hath been traduced merely on account of its 
wicked inhabitants. In itself it is innocent ; and 
may be enjoyed with innocence ; and when we 
speak of it apart from the ill use that is made of 
it, instead of setting it in opposition to the next 
world, we might perhaps more justly bring them 
closer together. 

When, therefore, we take a view of this world in 
all its grandeur, and beauty — its varied surface-— 
its woods — its waters— its vast canopy of sky — 
and even its inhabitants, which, though in many 
instances its greatest deformity, discover often 
such qualities, as are truly amiable — we are led 
to consider this world, with all its appendages, 

as 
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as a very convincing proof of the glory and 
happiness of the next. 

If in this world, which in a degree is under a 
curse* — at best only a state of trial — and doomed 
to perish, we see so much grandeur, beauty, and 
accommodation, what may we not expect when 
this curse is changed into a blessing — this state 
of trial into a state of enjoyment — and this perish- 
ing habitation into an everlasting abode ? We 
cannot conceive, after we have passed religiously 
through a state of trial, that God would carry us 
from abetter place to a worse. 

Again, when we find in the various productions 
of this world, so much pleasing and innocent 
amusement — so much gratification to all our 
senses, when used with innocence — and such won- 
derful accommodation to all our necessities — 
what may we not expect, when rational enjoy- 
ment can have no alloy — when the necessary 
evils of a state of trial will be removed — and 
when more perfect sensations will of course be 
proportionably gratified ? 

Again, when we consider what happiness arises 
in this world from the little intercourse we can have 
here with virtuous friendship— where seldom two 

* Genesis^ iii. 17. 

or 
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or three in a wide district are in harmony with 
each other — M^hat may we not expect from the 
intercourse of thousands of glorified spirits, with 
whom we may suppose friendship may be enjoyed 
in all its purity — where in our mutual gratifica- 
tions no mixture will be found of envy, dissimu- 
lation, or other corrosive ingredient ? 

Lastly, when we see in this world such various 
pursuits of knowledge — so much wisdom, and 
sagacity — so much ingenuity, and information — 
what may we not expect when all our faculties are ^ 
enlarged — apd every field of knowledge that is 
worth cultivation laid open before us?— Some 
modes of knowledge seem confined to this world 
— as the study of languages — logic— criticism, 
and several others. They seem not, therefore, to 
afford so noble a pursuit as those studies which 
we may probably pursue hereafter — such as in- 
vestigating the works of creation^ — the wonders of 
redemption— -and the attributes of the Almighty, 
in their several modes of justice and mercy, of 
punishment and reward. 

Thus the two worlds unite gradually with each 
other : like the blossom and the fruit — the seed- 
time and the harvest — one gives the happy 
earnest, which the other fulfils. 

VOL. IT. D p 
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LXXIIL 

There must he heresies among yoUt that they^ "who 
are approved^ may he made manifest among 
you. — 1 Cor. 3^i. 19. 



Under the word heresy h commonly under- 
stood every thing contrary to true religion, both 
in practice and principle. 
* As this world is a state of trial, God hath ap- 
pointed that religion, among other things, should 
make a part of that trisd. The religious man, 
therefore, has a great variety of temptations to 
cbmbat^ — the plausible objections of designing 
men — the loose practice and example of the 
world — the high pretensions of reason — and 
the i*8curities of Scripture j all of which are 
only various modes of trial. 

As the means of repeUing these various at- 
tacks, the religfoiis man has sufficient evidence 
fbt the truth of his religion, and the integrity of 
Scripture; and his trial ccmsists in stripping ali 
this falsehood of its disguise~>or, if objections, 

— as 
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— as it may be, are too hard for him, in resting 
them on his own ignorance ; and in building his 
faith firmly on the evidences of religion.— Thus 
his faith, like the scriptural house, is founded on 
a rock. Objections and difficulties, like storms 
and floods, may assault it ;-^ but unless they 
can overthrow the foundation — unless they can 
dissolve the evidences of religion, their efforts 
are ineffectual. 

Thus, then, there must he heresies^— \}\zX. he who 
is approved^ may be mude mmi{fest. — Not that 
God over-rules the hearts of these heretical cor- 
rupters : he only turns their wickedness and 
perverseness, as he does the fury of the elements, 
into the appendages of a state of triaL 
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LXXIV. 

When ye shall hear qfwars^ and rumours of war s^ 
be not troubled ; for such things must needs 
be. — Mark, xiii. 7* 



There must be wars, as there must be heresies. 
Yet when we survey all these dreadful calamities 
brought on mankind by themselves — and then 
consider the trifling causes which gave birth to 
them, we are utterly astonished and dismayed. 

Yet, in the midst of our distress, let us not be 
cast down. It is a comfort to hear the voice of 
inspiration, whispering. Be not troubled; f)r suck 
things must needs be. It is not for us to investi- 
gate the secret purposes of Providence. These 
calamities are often, we know, the means of trial 
— of punishment — of purifying sinful nations — 
and often of bringing about happy revolutions. 
God, no doubt, has his wise reasons for permit- 
ting them. — For us, let us take care, if we are 
involved in them, not to be involved in the guilt 
they occasion ; and if we are among the melan- 
choly suffere]:s, let us bear with fortitude, and 
religious resignation, the calainities which it 
ple&ses God to lay upon us. 
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LXXV. 



The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of 
temptation. — 2 Peter, ii. 9- 



1 HE word, which is here translated temptation^ 
does not mean temptation to sin — but the trials , 
which the religious man undergoes in passing 
through the afflictions of life. 

As the world is a state of trial, and abounds 
with evils of various kinds for the punishment-^ 
the reformation — and the trial of man, it neces- 
sarily happens, that the good, and bad, who live 
promiscuously, must often occasionally be in- 
volved in the same calamities — but still God 
makes a distinction : and knoweth how to deliver 
the godly out of temptation. 

In the first place, God can easily, by disposing 
circumstances, lead them out of the way of general 
ruin. Thus Noah and Lot were delivered : and 
thus Christians, at the destruction of Jerusalem^ 
fled under the impulse of prophecy, from Judea; 
and were secured from those calamities in which 
thjB rest of their countrymen were involved. 

D D 3 God 
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God may be said also to deliver ^ good man 
from ageneral calamity, by enabling him to bear it 
through the influence of divine grace. Happiness 
and misery are to a man as he feels them. What 
is misery to one man, is comfort to another. 
God, therefore, may rescue a good man from cala- 
mity by arming him in a way to repel it. We 
have every reason to believe, God fortified his 
holy martyrs in this way; and we have no reason 
to did>eUeve, that, on extraordinary occasions,be 
may extend the same heavenly aid to us. 

There is stiU another way, in which God may 
deliver bis faithful servants ~* and in their esti* 
mation often the best--* and that is, by taking 
them to himself. By this happy exchange they 
leave a vale of tears for a mansion of happiness. 

Since, then, God has these several means of 
delivering his righteous servants from general 
calamity, let us never despair under the worst that 
can happen; but trust in his goodness. Let us 
<mly form in our minds an habitual endeavour to 
please him ; and we may be confident, he will 
never forsake us ; but with the temptation or 
trial, however great, will And out for us a waf 
to escape. 
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LXXVL 

Ye are dead, and your life is hid mth Christ in 
God. --^ Colossjansi iiu 9. 



This beautiful and comprehensive text is a 
short history of the life of a pious Christian, 
He must not consider his living in this world, as 
his real life. His real life is to exist in heaven ; 
and is hid, as it were, with Christ in Ood. 

St. Paul here seems to have had one of his 
favourite allusions in view, that of the growth of 
corn. In the 15th chapter of the first of Coriil* 
thians,'he £idduces it to illustrate the resurrection 
of the body. Here he probably alludes to it in 
explaining (if I may so express myself,) the re- 
surrection of the soul. 
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LXXVII. 

And as they came domi from the mountain, Jesus 
charged them, saying j TeU the vision to no man 
until the Son of man be risen Jrx>m the dead. — 
Matthew, xvii. 9. 



In this passage, Jesus alludes to a connection 
between his transfiguration and his resurrection. 
It was improper to mention the former, till the 
latter had taken place. I shall endeavour,j^r5/; to 
show you why it was improper to mention the 
transfiguration b^ore the resurrection — and, se- 
condly, why it was properly mentioned after it 

First, it was improper to mention it before the 
resurrection, because Christ's life, till that time, 
was under such a veil of obscurity ; and had, in 
every part of it, sa little of splendour, that the 
wonderful transaction of his transfiguration could 
hardly have been received as a probable account. 
And if it had been believed, it could have an- 
swered no end. Its general intention was by no 
means obvious. 

But 
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But after Christ's resurrection, the recital of 
it appeared in all its force. Its character was 
then, that of a typical representation of that 
glory which Christ was about to resume. It 
tended also to establish, with all pious Christians, 
the credit of his resurrection, and still more of 
his ascension, by the coincidence of a similar 
fact. 
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LXXVIIL 



And *when the woman, saw that — it was a tree to be 
desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit 
thereof and did eat ; and gave also unto her 
husband with h&r^ and he did eat. — Gen. iii. 6. 



1 HE tree oi knowledge of good and evil seems 
not only to have been intended by the great 
Creator as a test of obedience to our first pa- 
rents ; but also to have had a mystical meaning 
for the use of their posterity. It seems to have 
been a kind of land-mark set up to warn man- 
kind against trusting to their own wisdom. The 
tree of knowledge of good and evil should never 
be forgotten. 

One should have thought an example involv- 
ing such woeful consequences, might have de- 
terred succeeding generations from copying a 
crime so big with mischievous effects. But man- 
kindy undismayed, have in all ages plucked, and 
eaten the same baneful fruit. Instead of obeying 
what we know, we unsettle our minds too often 

with 
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with enquiriDg into things we cannot know — 
we aim at more knowledge than suits our station 
— and take God*s word, though evidenced in the 
strongest manner, for nothing, that our frail rea- 
son cannot comprehend. Thus we eat of the tree 
of knowledge of good and evil, as our first parents 
did ; and must expect to feel the same woeful 
<;onsequence8. Like them we shall gain a kmfw^ 
ledge of the good we hwoe lost'^ like them we shall 
gain a knowledge of the evil we shall suffer. 
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LXXIX. 

Wisdomcrieth without : she uttereth her voice in 
the streets. — Proverbs, i. 20. 



i3Y the voice of Wisdom is here meant the 
united instruetions of reason, and religion, 
which should be the grand regulating principles 
of mankind. This voice teacheth men their 
duty in general; and every man his own duty in 
particular. 

Wisdom is continually pointing out to us in 
general — what we are — that we consist of a body 
and a soul, in which mortality and immortality are 
united. — It points out to us likewise where we are 
— ^that we are stationed in a world, which will 
last only a few years, and end in a life of immor- 
tal happiness or of misery. She points out to us, 
also, that the many gifts and opportunities we 
enjoy— our ftW— our health — our Jbrtunes-^Bie 
the talent which God has given us to improve, 
in order to prepare ourselves for this future state. 

Besides this general instruction — this voice 

which she utters in the streets^ Wisdom makes 

still a closer application to each man in particular. 

14 To 
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To the rich man she crieth. Let not wealth cor- 
rupt you. Spend not on yourself what God hath 
given you in trust. Make to yourself a friend 
of the mammon of unrighteousness by acts of 
kindness and charity. 

To the poor she crieth, Do not despond. Cast 
your care upon God. Turn your poverty into 
religion. 

To the gay and thoughtless she points out the 
vanity and folly of what the world calls pleasure. 
She shows its transient, delusive forms, its un- 
satisfying nature, and its mischievous conse- 
quences j and directs to pleasures of a purer 
and.more satisfying kind. 

To those who thirst after honour and glort/^ she 
shows in what they truly consist — and in what 
way they may lead us, in the end, to happiness. 
Calculate, she cries, between time and eternity ; 
and see the difference between the vanishing 
reputation of this world, and having your names 
written in heaven. 

Thus wisdom calleth upon man every where, 
and by a variety of means. She allures them by 
precept — by example — by conscience— by fear 
r*- by hope — • to attend to their true interests. 
So that, in some shape, she instructs every man 
in his duty. 
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LXXX. 



Take heed that the light that is in thee he not 
darkness. —Luke, xi. 35. 



JE]i VERY faculty of a man's mind — his passions 
— his affections —> may all be called lights 
within him. They are all intended to lead him 
to useful purposes ; and may all assist him in the 
conduct of a good life. — *- But I shall, at present, 
confine these lights to those of the imagination — 
reason-^conscience^ and the Ho^ Spirit qf God. — 
Now it is the tmian of these several lights, which 
gives them their happy influence. Wh^i they 
are separated, and each acts alone, they too often 
mislead. Each in the meantime bath its several 
offices. 

The imagination wanders abroad, and brings in 
various notices of things. It mak^ excursions as 
far as the heavens above, and hell beneath. Like 
the net in the gospel, it gathereth of every kind, 
bpth bad and good. — Reason sits at home, and 
discriminates all these materials. It carries to use 
such as are good j and repudiates such as are vain 

and 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



FOR SBRMONS. 415 

and fbtile.<^}n doubtful cases, canscieneeh called 
in to arbitrate: while the Holy Spirit of God, the 
greatest light within us, throws its divine rays 
upon every part ; and gives life and energy to 
the whole. 

But now all these lights, which the great 
Creator hath thus given to man for his direction, 
may be turned into darkness — unless, as the text 
adviseth, we take heed. — An uncontrolled i/Tuzg*/- 
nation, for instance, runs wild. I omit the many 
disasters it leads to in worldly matters ; and con- 
fine myself merely to religion. Here we often see 
it take the most extravagant flights. If it be 
hot properly restrained, it leads into all the ab^ 
surdities of superstition, and fanaticism. — Reason 
agaiOf undisciplined, generates pride, and self- 
sufficiency. It swells into various extravagancies. 
It will even set itself above divine revelation. — 
Often also, it will connect itself with vice, as well 
as irreligion: and both find it a very able assist- 
ant, ^hen a man of abilities employs his reason 
(as is often the case) in contriving, and perpetrat- 
ing crimes, he forms the connecting tie between 
the human, and diabolical nature. — Conscience 
too may be darkened, as well as reason, either 
when it is misinformed, or inattentive to its 

charge. 
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charge. When misinformed, it. will sometimes 
authorize horrid crimes with a view of doing God 
service. But most frequently it is darkened by 
being inatteptive to its charge. Amidst the 
temptations of the world its voice is silenced ; it 
becomes by degrees hardened, and makes no op- 
position to the perpetration of any immorality. 

Lastly, the Holy Spirit of God may he dark- 
ened within us by our improperly presumng up- 
on it— or by our leading wicked lives. — In the 
former case, by carrying the idea of inspiration 
higher than any scriptural warrant allows, a man 
may be led, as we have often seen, into innu- 
merable follies, and even crimes. The idea of 
immediate inspiration stamps a divine authority 
on every thing which a weak mind can imagine. 
•—•And when a man quenches the Holy Spirit of 
God by wickedness, his mind is left under the 
influence of its greatest darkness. 
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LXXXL 

He killed James, the brother of John, with the 
sword; and becatise he saw ttiat it pleased the 
Jews, he proceeded farther to take Peter also^ ~ 
Acts, xii. S. 



\VE have here a remarkable passage. Two of 
the apostles, James and Peter, on an equal 
footing, as far as appears, are treated in a differ- 
ent manner. A tyrannical prince seizes them 
both. James is put to death : Peter is delivered 
miraculously by an angel. 

Now, on the face of the story, there seems to 
be great partiality. Whence arises this difference 
in the ways of Providence ? Why was one more 
favoured than the other ? 

If either was favoured, it seems to have been 
James. He was immediately t^aken into glory ; 
while Peter had a long, laborious life before him, 
with a cruel death at the end of it. 

But we consider neither favour nor distinction 
meant to either of them. On the j/&ce of the trans- 

VOL. ir. E E action 
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action^ we see only God's common mode of deal- 
ing with mankind. He leaves us always in 
uncertainty with regard to the time of our death. 
One is taken, and another left^ without any material 
difference in the case of either. 

Christ's servants have various ofSces. One. is 
ordered on this service, another on that. Qne 
preaches the gospel, another serves the cause of 
Christianity by suffering martyrdom. 

That there should have been early martyrs in 
the church, many reasons might be suggested. 

They gave a proof of the truth of the gospel — 
that is, of their belief of all those matters of fact 
on which the truth of. the gospel depended. 
This, no doubt, would strengthen the faith of 
many new converts. 

They afforded also a degree of confirmation to 
all the gracious promises which Jesus had given 
his disciples. These promises were always guarded 
with intimations that they should be hated of all 
men for his sake ; that they should be persecuted, 
and put to death. They might reasonably, there- 
fore, found a hope, that their blessed Master would 
never have involved them in suffering, unless he 
had meant to lead them to glory. 

11 The 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



FOB SERMONS. 419 

The martyrdom, also, of one of their body was 
an example to the rest of the apostles. None of 
them could draw back, after seeing St. James so 
nobly lead the way. 

It'would be a test, also, ofthejaith of novitiates. 
Our Saviour wanted only true disciples; and 
wished none to follow him who looked back, after 
tJiei/ had put their hands to the plough. He himself 
often used to bring them to proof, by telling them 
he had not where to lay Ms head — and that through 
much persecution they must enter the kingdom of 
God. 
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LXXXII. 



T'hey were stoned — they were sawn asunder — they 
were slain with the sword — beir^ destitute, 
afflicted, tormented. — Hebrews, xi. 37- 



The Christian church glories in its noble army 
of martyrs, who bore such variety of torments 
for the sake of religion. 

I do not see much ground, says the objector, 
for glorying on this occasion. I could bring va- 
rious instances, from modegrn times, of persons 
who have suffered torments and death with equal 
resolution, and yet without any connection with 
religion. Look into the accounts of North Ame- 
rica particularly : there you will meet with many 
welUautbenticated narratives of chiefs who have 
braved the extremes of cruelty with as much 
fortitude as any of your boasted martyrs. 

It is true. The mind of man can exe^t amazing 
fortitude, when it is screwed up by some powerful 
worldly motive, as well as when it is actuated by 
religion. But the motive should appreciate the 

action. 
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action. If so, we shall find the worldly motive 
very deficient; and of course the action. 

What is the Indian's motive ? The example of 
his ancestors — the customs of his country — the 
pride of his heart — the shame of retreating— the 
glory of suffering — all contribute to rouse his 
fortitude. Besides, as he knows he must suffer, 
he may as well suffer as a hero. What recruits 
he may derive from inebriating liquors I know 
not. I believe he is often obliged to them. . 

The case of the poor martyr was wholly dif- 
ferent. So far from meeting the admiration of 
mankind, his sufferings were the object of con- 
tempt He had nothing on this side the grave to 
keep up his spirits. His view into futurity was 
his only support. With ardent faith he raised his 
eye to heaven ; and in silent suffering rested upon 
invisible blessingSi Besides, martyrdom was his 
choice. His deliverance might have been ob- 
tained : but on such conditions as would have 
brought him on a level with the world. 

Then, again, consider the demeanour of these 
two different sufferers. The behaviour of the 
Indian is wild, noisy, frantic, boasting j as if he 
would deaden his feeling by seeming not to feel. 
The Christian, on the other hand, suffers with 
£ £ «S mild- 
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mildness, patience, and meek resignation* His 
feelings are deadened only by a dependence on 
God. 
* Lastly, the worldly motive has no stable de- 
pendence. Remove the motive, and the fortitude 
subsides. The Christian's motive cannot be re- 
moved* — It rests on a stable foundation, and 
cannot fail. 

After all, however, continues the objector, we 
find many suffering heroically in defence oi false 
opinions* 

It is true : but these persons may still be qon-. 
sidered as suffering in the cause of religion. 

The martyrs of the gospel, however, did not 
suffer in confirmation of opinions^ but of Jhcts^ in 
which they could not be deceived. The facts 
confirmed the opinions. Thus the resurrection 
of Christ was the grand fact which they died to 
establish. On this fact, the truth of Christianity 
was founded* 
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LXXXIII. 

Keep innocencyy and do the thing that is right; 
for that shall bring a man peace at the last — 
Psalm xxxvii. 38. 



If a man were to go a journey with a view 
of taking possession of a large estate at the end 
of it, on what would his thoughts be chiefly em* 
ployed ? Would they dwell on the little conve- 
niences^ and inconvenienpes of his journey ? or 
on the great conclusion of it ? If he met with a 
bad inn, or a bad roadi would it give him any 
great anxiety ? Or would the best accommodai^ 
tionsi or the most beautiful prospects divert his 
attention from the great object he had in view at 
the close of his journey ? 

In our worldly journey, however, we need no 
advice ; in our eternal one, I fear we are too 
often disposed to' take none. Excellent as the 
advice of the text is, we see people much more 
attached to the accommodations of their journey, 

EE.4f than 
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than to the end of it. We every where see the 
great business of the world hurrying us on with 
restless importunity j while a general coldness 
prevails with regard to those things, which would 
bring us peace at the last. 

But I should rather wish to draw the proof of 
this neglect from our own breasts, than from our 
observations on others. Let us^leave others to 
themselves: let us judge our own hearts; and 
consider well, whether we lay the great stress on 
those things, which are to bring us peace at the 
last — or on those, which are to bring us com- 
fort at present ? 

The end of every thing is the great point, w^ 
shotdd aim at. Even in the merest mechanic 
Urt, if the end be not kept in view, the labour is 
lost. In our passage through this world, there- 
fore, unless we look up to those things which 
bring us peace at the last, we change what liaight 
otherwise be our happiness, into a state uncom- 
fortable at present, and joyless in the expectation* 
A man may bufiet the accidents of life, and 
fight his way through the world, while he is in 
health, and strength ; and he may always find 
some pleasing circumstance to keep up his 
spirits. But when he comes to the last, all these 

joyous 
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joyous circumstances will vanish ; and if he have 
nothing which can then bring him peace^ he will 
find it a time of great distress. He hath thrown 
his happiness behind him. 

Were you to see a man exchange a gem foi: a 
pebble — or an estate for a rattle, what name 
would you find strong enough to denote his folly? 
Whatever name you would give him, endeavour 
to find one, which expresses a thousand times 
more folly, to denote him, who gives up his 
peace at the last; for the sake of any pleasure 
which his passage through life can give him. 
The gem, and the estate are worldly things; 
and cannot be compared with the eternal nature 
of those things, which will bring a man peace at 
the last. 
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LXXXIV. 

Keep innocencyy and do the thing tfiat is rights 
for that shall bring a man peace at the last. *— 
Psalm xxxvii. 38. 



If this world were to last for ever, we need only 
enquire, what would bring a man peace for the 
present. Peace at the last would be out of the 
question. But as this world is not to last for 
ever, it is the part of wisdom surely to consider, 
what will bring us in the happiest manner to the 
end of it — or, in the words of the text, what 
will bring tis peace at the last. 

As it must be something therefore that has 
connexion with another world, it is evident, that 
the things of this world are excluded. Its riches, 
honours^ and pleasures, have certainly no con- 
nexion with a state of future happiness; and 
therefore cannot bring us peace at the last. 

Lifeless forms also, and ceremonies — outward 
professions of faith, and zeal for this, or that 

sect 
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sect — are all matters, which have little con- 
nexion with a future state of happiness, and ge- 
nerally serve the purposes only of this world. 
These therefore cannot bring us peace at the last. 

External actions likewise, prayers — alms-giv- , 
ing — and pious donations, unless connected 
with the heart, are all of the same kind. They 
have reference only to this world, dnd cannot 
therefore bring a man peace at the last. 

In short, to attain this desirable end, we are 
to look only within ourselves. Those holy dis- 
positions, which are formed in the heart on gos- 
pel principles, and Veady to break out into action, 
whenever opportunity serves — are connected 
with a future state of happiness; will survive 
this world ; and are alone, through the merits of 
Christ, what can bring a man peace at the last. 
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LXXXV. 

Judge notf that ye be not judged. — Matthew, vii. 1 . 



We have here a rule guarded by a threat. Let 
us examine both. The rule is judge not — be 
not censorious in examining and publishing your 
neighbour's faults. 

But how far does the rule extend ? A're we al- 
lowed to censure crimes ? Or such crimes only as 
have been judicially ea^andned ? Or may we exa- 
mine levities, and ridicule the smaller failings of 
our neighbour? In all these matters, the Scripture 
is silent. It cannot indeed descend to particulars. 
It gives us a general rule. Judge not ; and God 
Almighty has given us the faculty of reason to 
detail this rule : while our consciences allow, or 
disallow the liberties we take. The injury, that 
ensues to our neighbour's character from the in- 
dulgence of this liberty, seems to be the crite- 
rion of the jflus or minus in the offence. 

Such is the rule; let us next consider the threat : 
Judge not, that ye he not judged. — By the letter 

then 
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then of this threat it should seem, that whatever 
our other offences may be, the tenor of our sen- 
tence shall be altogether guided by our mode of 
judging others. 

But this (iannot possibly be the case : for though 
censuring others may in many cases be a great 
offence, yet it is by no means equal to many 
other offences. The fact seems to be, that this 
severity is expressed in a Jewish proverb, (with 
the same measure that ye mete, it shall be measured 
* to you again^,) which, being applied to different 
cases, takes its precise meaning from the diffe- 
rent modes of malignity in each case. 

The antithesis also was much in use among the 
Jews. The reward or punishment due to different 
virtues, and vices, is expressed often under a simi- 
' larity of idea ; and though with no great exactness, 
' yet liable to no misapplication. They that moum^ 
shall be cornforted. They that hunger after righ- 
teousness, shall hefilled. And, in the same manner, 
' they that ^W^e, shall he judged. It is evident 
therefore that the expressibn in th^ telxt, must not 
be interpreted in the full extent which the form 
of the words holds out J but only that a punish- 
ment equal to the offence^ shall certainly follow. 

* See Lightfoot's Heb^ and Talmud. Exercitat. in Locum. 
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LXXXVI. 

He will not be afraid of any evil tidings, Jbr Jiis 
heart standethjast, and believeth in the Lord. — 
Psalm cxiL 7* 



In this state of trial, the rieal evils of life are 
not alone what call upon us for the exercise of re- 
signation and religious fortitude ; we must keep a 
strict eye also over imaginary evil. It is not only 
evil itself, but the fear of evil, that is one great 
cause of human distress. If a friend is sick, 
or bound on a distant voyage, or engaged in the 
dangers of war, every possible calamity, that can 
happen in any of these circumstances, is the 
constant terror of a feeling mind. 

It is against these distrustful musings of the 
imagination, that the advice of the text is di- 
rected. It offers a noble security against the 
effect of all those evils, which hang yet in uncer- 
tainty. Let^your heart standfast, andtrtcstin 
the Lord. The evil may come, "or it may not 

come. 
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come. If it do come, it is of God's sending ; 
and the Scripture will then tell you how to bear 
it. In the mean time, sufficient unto the day is 
the evil thereqf. 

This text is equally conclusive against the 
mind's being thrown off its balance by joyful 
tidingSf or the expectation of them. In both 
cases' we show, that pur joys and our griefs are 
of an earthly, not of a heavenly complexion. 
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LXXXVIL 

If this work be qfGod^ ye cannot overcome it. — 
Acts, V. 39. 



xiERE is a strong argument for the truth of 
Christianity from a judicious observer, who does 
not seem to have had any particular attachment 
to it. Gamaliel's argument is this. 

Every new religion, that hath rested on human 
foundation, bath come to nothing. And this 
,will infallibly be the case with the Christian re- 
ligion, if it rest on no better authority. But, 
on the other hand, if it rest on the authority of 
God, you may be assured, it will increase, be- 
yond any violence of yours to overthrow it. — 
This opinion was founded on the great religious 
truth, that God would take care to preserve 
what he himself had appointed. 

It is now near 2000 years since Gamaliel gave 
this opinion ; and the Christian religion, in this 
time, hath not only preserved its existence j but 

hath 
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hath been gaining ground ever $ince in all. parte 
of the world j. so that Gamaliers procrf* seems U^ 
be thus far complete* 

ThjB only religion, which appears to be an ejt- 
ceptiou to this argument, is the Mahon^eta^, 
which sprang up ii^ the seventh century} and of 
GQurse }iaii ^oijrisbed ^ready near a tbpusand 
yes^rs. Tl^is is certainly a very surprigiflgiphieT 
lioqsenon in the histqry of religion; and nqt 
easily to be ^cpunted for on jGfV!;nalie|'s ,f rgjii^ 
iqeni. -^ J^et us consider, l^owieyer, a few ppin^f 

In the first place, as Christianity once flour^t^e^ 
in all those countries, jboth of Asia and Afr^c^, 
which the religion of Mahomjet now occijpie^ } 
aind as the people of those countries suffered the 
light of it to be extinguished through their own 
supineness, God Almighty may have considered 
them as having once possessed it ; and may leave 
them as a warning to other nations, not to ex- 
tinguish that heavenly light, which they see mat/ 
be extinguished. 

Secondly, the religion of Mahomet may be con- 
sidered rather as a corrupt species of Christianity 
than as a religion totally new. Mahomet ac- 
knowledges Christ; and we can hardly conceive 

VOL. II. F F his 
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his religion to be a more corrupt species of Cbris- 
tianity, than the popish religion formerly iw^as. 

Or, lastly, we may suppose, that, as the reli- 
gion of Mahomet is founded in ignorance, deceit, 
and violence: and has for its support neither 
prophecy, miracles, nor reason, it must, in time, 
(as those regions where it was professed become 
more enlightened) give way to that retigion, 
which is supported by all three. We have a pro- 
phecy, that Christianity will finally prevail over 
the whole world j and as this prophecy is one 
among a number of others, which have already 
been fulfilled, we have reason to believe this also. 
Many sagacious enquirers have seen in prophecy 
the fall of Mahometanism* 
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LXXXVIII. 



And immediately he received his sight. — ^ 
Mark, x. 52. 



1 HE primary design of our Saviour's miracles^ 
was to authenticate bis divine commission. His 
secondary design was, to instruct mankind — to 
reprove them — ^to benefit them, and to encourage 
them in acts of beneficence by his example. 

On some of these miracles, of the instructive 
kind, interpreters have been foild of founding al- 
legories. Though this is at best a fanciful mode 
of interpretation, and ought with great caution 
to be indulged; yet the miracle before us of 
healing the blind man, resolves itself so happily 
into allegorical instruction, that it is hardly possi* 
ble to take the eye from viewing it in this light. 

We are all blind by nature. We are people 
"who sat in darkness^ till we saw a great light. If 
we have faith in Christ, and believe him to be 
our enlightener, and Saviour, we eagerly come 
to him for assistance. We acknowledge him to 
F F 2 be 
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be the only mean, through which we can be re- 
stored to our spiritual sight. And though we 
may still feel we have not yet attained those holy 
dispositions which we aspire after, y^t we con- 
tinue our prayers to God with importunity ; ^nd 
there is no doubt but, in the end, we shall be 
,heard. 
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LXXXIX. 

For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all 
be made alive. -— 1 Cor. xv. 22. 



These are two of the most wonderful propo- 
sitions^ that ever were offered to the considera- 
tion of mankind. 

That God should create a favoured being — 
plaeehhn in a situation of perfect happiness — yet, 
at the same time, in a state of trial, with which, 
it appeats from the event, he was so ill-fitted to 
contend-^that again, with a view to restore him, 
the Son of God should be bom of a human 
parent~*8hduldbe clothed with flesh — should be 
subject to the infirmities of humanity—- and at 
last suffer death for the sins of mankind— are a 
chain of facts, in surveying which we are lost 
in astonishment. How are we to receive such 
wonderful events? 

Discredit them certainly, says the deist. 

But is that safe ? Do we not see, that these 

two propositions are plainly the parts of one plan ? 

ff3 Do 
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Do they not depend upon each other ? and may 
not various other parts of the universe depend 
upon them, for any thing we know to the con- 
trary?— But in whatever light we view these 
doctrines, are they not expressly contained in 
books, . which are handed down to us with every 
mark of authenticity ? We ought then surely not 
to hazard the danger of withholding our assent, 
till we have fairly, on sound argument, discre- 
dited thebooks — the passages—- and all the argu- 
ments, on which our belief of these doctrines, 
wonderful as they are, depends. It would be can- 
did in the deist also to consider, whether his rea- 
son is not foiled by innumerable difficulties in the 
natural and moral world, as well as in religion. 

N. B. This might be lengthened into a ser- 
mon, by adducing heads of argument, on which 
we believe these doctrines; and giving short 
answers to the objections on which the deist 
discredits them^ 
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xc. 



Comparing spiritual things with spirituid.- 
1 Cor. ii. IS. 



The comparison I mean here to make is be. 
twe6n the Trinitarian and Unitarian doctrines. 

In this dispute, the first point to be settled, is^ 
how far each side receives the Scripture as a test 
of truth. By some Unitarians the Scripture ia ac- 
knowledged only in part When this is the case, 
the debate ends at once: the Trinitarian insists 
on the belief of the whole canonical body of Scrip- 
ture. He does not press the Unitarian with dis- 
puted texts ; particulariy with that celebrated 
one of St. John (iv. 7-) • he only appeals to such 
parts of Scripture as are generally received. 

If the Unitarian closes with this condition, 
the Trinitarian begins the debate by desiring 
him to examine those numerous passages, which 
relate to Christ's atonement.^ . 

* As it woidd take up too.: much ];Qom to quote all these 
^ages at length, they are referred to in Table I. 

F F 4 When 
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When he has examined these passages with due 
attention, he may be asked' — Whether they do not 
all seem to concur in one transaction ? — Whether 
this transaction be hot fairly represented as a 
mode of benefiting maiikiiid by the death of a 
Saviour? — And, lastly, whether such atonement 
by the death of a Saviour, is not a transaction 
wholly beyond any human power ? 

If we can thus prove the atonement qf Okrist, 
it should, I think, at once settle his ^&mity. 

' Btit pel^haps the Unitarian turns a deaf ear to 
ikA^ whole mode of reasoning— urges the ab- 
liutidity of the dea:th of a dvimie Saviour — and 
declares he cannot found a rational faith on what 
be does not understand. 

In this case^ the Trinitarian cuts him short ; 
and rdTers him to the opening of the debate. 
We have already agreed, he tells Mm, that Scrip- 
tare is the tes^t to which we both appeal. If 
you run fr^m this, we end. Examine the ed- 
disnees of Scripture with tl^er utmfost powers of 
your reason. But till ycm hme done that, you 
must not pretend to say, you will take one part, 
and teave another^ because you do inot under- 
stand it-i^In fabt, whiat is it that Jrou tio undef- 

stand? 
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Stand? How many things do you believe with- 
otit understanding them ? Is religion the only 
thing you expect thoroughly to understand? 
That part of it which relates to yourself^ is eafiy. 
That part, which relates to God, concerns you 
less to understand ; and is therefore beyond 
;j^our understanding. 

Beaten out of this argument, the Unitarian 
ftiay perhaps recur again to Scripture j and en- 
deavour to prove the humanity of Christ, by a 
variety of passages. * 

The Trinitarian allows them, but, on the otjier 
hand, draws up at least as numerous a collection 
of passages which favour the dwinity of Ghrist.t 

If the controversy be brought to this test, the 
Trinitarian thinks he has a decided superiority. 
For if the humanity of Christ be fairly proved 
from the jpassages quoted by the Unitarian, what 
reason caii he give for the mention of the dM^ 
nity of Christ in other passages ? It is rather 
strange, if it be a falsehood^ that it should ever 
be mentioned in Scripture. But that it should 
be distributed so largely through the Scriptures, 

* Instead of quoting them at lengthy they are referred to 
in Table 11. 
f These are referred to in Table III. 

and 
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and dwelt upon in such a variety of passages, is 
altogether wonderful, if there were no found- 
ation for it in truth. 

On the other hand, that the humamty of Christ 
should oft6n be^mentioned in Scripture, even on 
the Trinitarian plan, is nothing strange: be- 
cause Christ, according to that creed, is the 
Emmanuel^ or God with man^ predicted by the 
prophet Isaiah. It is there£>re very reasonable 
to suppose, that we should find mention made 
both of his divine and human nature. And to 
strengthen this argument, they are both some- 
times joined together.* 

If the Trinitarian be still farther urged to show 
in what way this divine equality exists — how 
far it is an eqtuiUtj/ — or, if not, what degrees 
exist of superiority , or inferiority^ he answers with 
St. Paul, that God was manifest in thejflesh; but 
that, without controversy, great is the mystery qf 
godliness. He considers it therefore as a mystery, 
and makes no controversy about it. He knows 
nothing of the tnatter; nor suffers himself to 
enquire. All he contends for is, that Christ 
was a dixdne as well as a human Being, united to 
the Father ; and as such an object of worship. 

* See Table IV. 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



FOR SERMONS. ' 44S 

TABLE L 

In which those passages are enumerated, which mention the 

Atonement of Christ. 

Matthew, i. 21. xviii. 11. xx. 28. xxti. 28^ — Mark, i. 4. 

— Luke, ii. 38. xix. 10. xxiv. 47«— John, i. 29. S6. iii. 

14, 15, 16, 17. vi. 38, 51. xi. 51, 52. xv. 18.— Acts, 

ii. 88. iv« 12. v. 81. xiii. 88, 89. — Romans, iii. 19, 

20, 21, 22, 28, 24, 25. iv. 25. ▼. 1. 6. 8, 9, 10, 11. 
vi. 10, 28. vii. the end of this chapter, by showing the 
miserable state of man by nature, seems to show the neces- 
sity of some atonement. The end of the first chapter brings 
us also to the same conclusion, viiu 8. 82. — I Cor. vii* 28. 
XT. 3 — 2 Cor. T. 14, 15. 19. 21. — Gal. i. 4. ii. 16. 20, 

21. iii. 18, 22. iv, 5 Ephes. i. 7. ii. 13, 16. iv. 32. 

T. 2. 25 — Coloss. i. 14. 20. 22. ii. 14. iii. 13. — 1 Thess. 
i. 10. V. 10. — 1 Tim. i. 15. ii. 6. — Titus, ii. 14.— 
Hebrews, i. 8. ii. 9. 14, 15. 17. vii. 17. ix. Compare 
the 12th, 14th, 15th, 16th, 22d, 26th, and' 28th verses 
of this chapter, with the 7th verse of chapter v. — x. 5. 10. 
12. 14. 19. 26. 29. xii. 24. xiii. 12. 20. — 1 Peter, i. 2. 
19. ii. 21. iii. 18. iv. 1. — 2 Peter, ii. 1. — 1 John, i. 
7. ii. 2. 12. iii. 5. 16. iv. 10. — Revelations, i. 5. v. 9. 
vii. 14. xii. 11. xiii. 8. The continual mention of the 
Lamh in this book, and in other parts of the New Testament, 
is in allusion to the Jewish sacrifice of the Paschal Lamb, 
which was a type of the great atonement by. Christ. 



TABLE IL 

In which those passages are enumerated, which mention the 
Humanity of Christ. 

Matthew, i. 1, 16. ix. 8. xiv. 23. Pr&ymg to Godin« 
dicates' an inferiority, xx. 23. xxiii. 9. xxiv. 36. xxvi. 
38, &c. 53. xxvii. 46. xxyiii. 18.— Mark, xii. ^. 32. 
xiii. 32. xiv. 36. xv. 34. — Luke, ix. 18. xviii. 19. 

xxii. 
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xxii. 29. 42. xxiii. 46. ^ John, iii. 2. 34, 35. v. 19. 26. 
80. 36. 43. vi. 27. 29. vii. 27. viii. 18. 28. xiv. 28. 
XV. 10. XX. 17. — Acts, ii. 22. x. 38. xx. 21. — 1 Cor. 
iii. 23. viii. 4. 6. xi. 3. — Galat. iii. 20. — Eplies. iv. 6. 
-^.1 Timothy, li. 5. 



TABLE III. 

Iii Irfaich those pass^e* are enumerated, which mention the 
DMmty h£ Chrisl* 
Matthew, i. 18. 20. ii. 2. 8. 11. iii. 12. 17. vii, 29. 
ix. 2. 6. 18. X. 1. xi. 5. The great works mentioned 
here, are those which the prophet Isaiah foretold the Mes- 
siah ahould perform, xii. 25. xiv. 39. xvi. 16. 20. 27. 
xvii. ,5. xix. 28. xx. 20. xxii. 45. xxiv. 30, 31. xxv. 
31. xxvi. 64. 3txtii. 54. xxviii. 9. 17. — Mark, i. 11. 
il. 5. 7. ix. 7. X. 17. xii. 37. xiv. 62. xv. 99. xvi. 
1*9. — Luke, i. 35. ii. 11. iii. 22, 23. v. 20, 21. vi.5. 
Vii. 22. ix. 20. The Christ of God means the Messiah ds 
predicted by the prophets, 35. xx. 42. xxii. 70. xxiv. 
52. In this passage our Saviour is plainly worshipped afler 
his resurrection. —- John, i. 1. 10.41.49. iii. 13. 31. iv. 
26. 42. V. 18. 23. vi. 14. 69. viii. 58. ix. 37. x. 30. 
33. 36. 38. jxi. 4. 27. xiii. 3. xiv. 7. 10. 20. xvi. 15. 
23. 28. xvii. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5. 10, 11. 21, 22. 24. xix. 7. 
XX. 3K— Acts, i. 9. vii. 59, 60. viii. 37. ix. 5. 20. 
22. X. 36. xvii. 3. — Romans, xiv. 10. Christ's judging 
the world is certainly a strong proof of his divinity. Com- 
pare this verse with the 12th verse. In one, Christ is said 
to judge the world — in the other, God. xvi. 20. 24. 
What can grtice be derived from but divinity f — 1 Cor. i. 8. 
— 2 Cor. i. 2. The same grace and peace are derived both 
from God, and Christy and this mode of salutation occurs in 
almost all the following epistles, as it does in the two fore- 
going, iv. 4. V. 19. — Ephes. i. 20, 21, 22. iii. 9. v. 5. 
14. vi. 23. — Philip, iv. 13. — Coloss. i. 15, 16, 17. ii. 
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2, 3. ill. L — 1 Thes. iii. 11.— 2 Thes. i. 7, 9. li. 2. 

— 1 Tim. vi. 14, 15, 16 2 Tim. iv. 1. 8. — Titus, ii. 13. 

iii. 4. ~ Hebrews, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6. 8. iv. 14, 15, 16. x. 
12. — 1 Peter, i. 11. The Spirit of Christ means here the 
Spirit of God, iii. 22.-2 Peter, i. 11. 16, 17. iii. 5. 
Here the creation is aseribed to God: in other places it is 
ascribed to ChrUt. So again, in the 12th verse^ the coming 
of the (/a^ of God seems synonymous with the coming of the 
day of Christy as it is expressed in other parts of Scripture, 
iii. 18. — 1 John, i. 3. ii. 22, 23, 24. iv. 15. v. 1. 5. 
7. 10. 20. With the 7th verse, as it is not found in all 
copies, we do not press the Unitarian. — Jude, iv. 25. — - 
Revelations, vii. 10. The tame praise is attributed to God 
and Christy xxii. 1. The river issues from the throne both 
of God and the Lamb. 



TABLE IV. 

In which those passages are enumerated, which speak of the 
divine and human Nature of Christ in conjunction. 

Matthew, i. 23. viii. 20. 29. The two expressions^ Son 
of Many and &(m ofGod^ which se^ms to signify the sam^e 
thing, occur so frequently, that.I shall take no farther notice 
of them. The former relates to the humanity of Christy the 
latter to his divinity. It is observable, that our Saviour, in 
speaking of himself, chiefly uses the former e:^pression. — 
Luke, i. 32. x. 22, This ipysteripus verse seems to relajte 
to the double nature of the Messiah. — John, i. 14. 45* v. 
,27. vi. 38. 42, x. 18. xii. 27, 28. Our Saviour some- 
times speaks of being raised from the dead by the poif er of 
the Fadier, and sometimes by his Qwn power, — Acts, ii- 30. 
— Romans, i. 3, 4. viii. 3. ix. 5. — Galat. iv. 4. — 
Philip, ii. 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11. — Coloss. il. 9.-1 Tim. iii. 
16. — Hebrews, ii. 16, 17, 18. — 1 John, i. 2. iii. 8. iv. 
% 9, — 2 John, 7. 
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XCI. 

In the mouth of two or three witnesses every word 
shall be established. — Matthew, xviii. 16. 



A FACT is always strengthened by the number 
of witnesses, if their evidence agree. In this 
view, it is a great argument in favour of Christi- 
anity, that the truth of it is proved by so great a 
number : for every book of the New Testament, 
in all twenty-seven, may be considered as a se- 
parate witness. These books were written from 
various parts — at various times — on various 
occasions «— and to various people. Yet they all 
agree in favour of the great facts and doctrines 
of Christianity ; and this seems to form a very 
decisive proof of its truth. If so many witnesses, 
so gathered together, should unite, without fal- 
tering, in proving the several particulars of a 
falsehood, it would be little less than miraculous. . 
Ti'uth only can connect them. 

11 It 
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It may be objected, that St. PauPs epistles 
should, be considered only as the evidence of one 
person. But as these epistles were wrK|;ten at 
different times -— on different occasions — and to 
different people, each may well be considered as 
a single witness. If, however, we reduce their 
several testimonies to one, we shall have eleven 
witnesses still left, which, if none of them are 
challenged, are enough to prove any fact. 
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XCIL 



wretched man that I am ! who shall deliver me 

Jrom the body of this death ? — / thanjc God, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, — Eom, yii. 24. 



oT. Paul, who is often exceedingly animated, 
is no where more so than in this passage. 

After lamenting the inability of man in the 
pursuit of moral perfection — after bewailing 
the perverseness of his will — the violence of his 
bad passions, and the inactivity of every reli* 
gious principle in controlling them — the apostle 
seems to clothe death, which follows all this mis- 
chief, into a frightful monster ; and, as if terrified 
with the horrid image he had conceived, ' cries 
out, in the distress of nature, O wretcJied man that 
I am! who shall deliver me Jrom the body of this 
death ? — Then, as if looking round for assist- 
ance, and seeing nothing on any side able to 
protect him, he embraces the redemption by 
Christ, as the only thing on which he can depend. 
/ thank God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

This 
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This subject might be detailed by considering 
man first in a state of nature, and afterwards in 
a state of grace ; c6mparing the evils of the one 
with the advantages of the other. 
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XCIII. 



N(W we see through a glass darkly. 
1 Cor. xiii. 12. 



The ignorance of man, rightly considered, 
leads him often to his truest wisdom. The ob- 
servation, indeed, respects every part of human 
knowledge. In arts, in sciences, as weU as in 
religion, when a man with full confidence in 
himself thinks he knows every thing, his know- 
ledge is always superficial, and his progress at a 
stand. 

I shall confine my observations, however, on 
this subject, to the study of the Scriptures, the 
difficulties of which arise chiefly^ow our igno- 
rance of the state of things when the Scriptures 
were written. — Difficulties from this source we 
ought to expect* and, therefore, should not be 
surprised to find them. 

Let us first take the book of Genesis into our 
hands. The history of the fall is undoubtedly 
full of wonder. But the introduction of evil hath 

always 
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always confounded the wisdom of philosophy: 
and the account given us of it by Moses,^ comes 
surely recommended on better authority than 
any other. Our ignorance of the state of things 
when the Scriptures were written, furnish aso - 
lution also to various other difficulties in the 
primeval state of human affairs *— the destruction 
of the world — the renovation of it — • the fre- 
quent communications of the Deity with man 
through the ministration of angels — and other 
things, which correspond with nothing we meet 
with at this day. 

But why should we take offence ? What con- 
ception can we possibly expect to have of the 
state of the world four or five thousand years 
ago — when it was in its mere infancy — before 
the earth was in any degree inhabited — before 
arts of any kind, or the knowledge of life was at 
all understood? Can we wonder that the gracious 
Creator should govern the world at that time in 
a different manner from that in which he now go- 
verns it, when it. hath attained maturity ? Can 
we wonder that the child should be treated in " 
one way, and the man in another ? We hardly, 
indeed, understand what was done four or five 
hundred years ago, even in our own country ; 

GO 2 and 
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and are at a loss to account for many things 
'which, on the faith of history, we believe to 
have happened. How much more becoming, 
therefore, would it be to resolve all these early 
scriptural diflSculties into our ignorance of the 
times, and the probability of God's acting under 
different circumstances in a different manner ! 

The Jewish law offers itself next to our view. 
Here we have a species of legislation different, 
it is true, from any the world ever saw. But 
toust we not acknowledge, from the peculiarity 
oi^ it?i general intention, that something different 
in the detail must also be expected? The Jew- 
ish law was intended as a preparation for Chris- 
tianity. Might we not, therefore, expect what we 
iind something allusive in its rites and cere* 
monies, to the succeeding institution? The 
Jewish Jaw was meant also as a barrier of se* 
{)aration between the Jews and other nations. 
Might we not here also expect something pecu- 
liar in these laws — something different from the 
laws of other nations ? 

But it is objected, there are many things ia 
the Jewish law below the dignity of the legis* 
lator -^ an attention to many trifles, which to us 
appear rather ridiculous. — But let us enquire 

whether 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



FOR SER]\fONS. iSS 

whether this was the opinion of the Jews therar- 
selv^s? Do we find any liistorical trait from 
which it appears that the Jews themsielves 
thought contemptibly of their legislator's wis- 
dom, or of any part of his law? If not, let us 
leave them, who knew it perfectly, and the several 
circumstances under which it was given, to form^ 
the best judgment of it : and let us modestly ac- 
quiesce in our ignorance of those things, which 
are so necessary to be known, in order to form 
that judgment. 

It is certain, that the Jewish law answered the 
end for which it was given : and we ought to 
suppose this an argument of its excellence. It 
is certain, also, that Moses was much respected 
sis a law-giver among heathen nations ; and that 
his laws, in a very refined period, were translated 
into the Greek language. Pay them that respect, 
therefore, in this age, which they found in ages 
as remarkable for wisdom as this. And as the 
people of those ages lived nearer the time of the 
promulgation of those laws, they were surely 
better able to form a judgment of them. 

We are next presented with the Jewish fustory^ 
under their judges and kings—* a history cer- 
tainly of a very uncommon construction. 
, But the Jewish nation, we know, was governed 

o G 3 in 
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in a manner peculiar to itself. It was a pure* 
theocracy : and as we are acquainted only with 
this single instance of that mode of government, 
we have surely no right to compare the incidents 
of it with the incidents of any other government* 

But you say, when the Jewish government 
became a monarchy, it lost its theocratical 
form. — In part it did ; but God Almighty, 
through the means of his prophets, still held the 
reins of government in a great degree himself. 

But there are many instances of cruelty, which 
cannot well be conceived to exist under a theo- 
cracy, and yet they are not only authorized, birti 
even commanded. Whole bodies of men lure de-. 
stroyed together ; and even nations annihilated. 

It is true : but we see the same things happ^i 
now. The events of those days, and the events 
of these, are equally in the hands of God : only 
under the Jewish theocracy the Almighty's arm 
was laid bare Here it is concealed. But 
as we never call his goodness in question in the 
latter case, resolving all into the agency of men, 
neither should we in the former*. In a total 

♦ '• Has not God 

Still wrought by means, since first he made the world; 

And did he not of old employ his means 

To drown it ? What is his ereation less 

Than a capacious reservoir of means 

Fprm*d for his use, and ready at his will ? 

ignoratice 
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ignorance of the designs of Providencei we should 
lay our hands humbly on pur breasts^ and be; 
sHttit. — As to the deaths however, of a mortal: 
man^ whether he die singly, or in the company 
of ten thousand, (though the horrors of a carnage 
may shock humanity) to each individual it makes 
no difference. He owes his life to God : and in 
whatever company he pays the debt, he pays 
only his own. 

The Psalms, Proverbs, and other moral books, 
may be considered next. They abound with 
lofty strains of devotion, and admirable lessons of 
wisdom and prudence : and though many singu* 
lar expressions, as well as several obscurities 
occur in them, we cannot suppose they are 
owing to any deficiency in the books themselves. 
Such numerous instances of wisdom exculpate 
the books from any imputation of impropriety. 
We should lay much, therefore, to our own igno- 
rance in modes of thinking, and modes of express 
sion, which were common in those days, though 
not agreeable to the refinements of these. In 
many cases, indeed, in the grand and beautiful 
compositions of David especially, bad trans- 
lations have oflen introduced absolute nonsense. 

G G 4 The 
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^ The book of Job is a work oP^ingular con-^ 
rtructioiu That such a man as Job existed, and 
that the chief circumstances of his life are trucy 
seems to be matter of little doubt. But his story 
appears to be graced so much with Eastern fable, 
that we may rather call it a poetical history^ than 
2L.iiteral narrative. 

The prophetic writers come in . order next^ 
Their admonitions, promises, and threats, in- 
yolve naturally obscure matter j alluding . to 
times, manners, and circumstances, too remote: 
from our days to allow always a clear /interpret* 
ation. Such of the prophecies as relate to our 
blessed Saviour, and are now fulfilled, are of 
course intelligible and easy. But such as relate 
to the several nations bordering on the Jewish, 
state ; or such passages as allude to various inci- 
dents of Jewish history, will of course be obscure. 
But if among such grand concq)tions, and in-' 
stances of prophetic powers, we find passages 
which appear to us peculiar, we should certainly, 
in the consciousness of our own ignorance, check 
all licentious criticism* 

^ With the same candid sentiments we shduldopen 
: ; the 
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theNew Testament* All the fundamental articles^ 
of &ith, and rules of practice, are sufficiently plain* 
to such as read without prejudice. Yet still amidst 
all this perspicuity in essentials, the scofier and 
the objector will find many little difficulties and 
peculiarities, both in actions and expressions,, 
which will give him offence, if he have not the 
candour to recollect continually his own igno* 
ranee of the times in which these books were 
written. They who are the best acquainted with 
Jewish manners and customs, will find the fewest 
difficulties in the New Testament *. Every thing, 
lio doubt, was perfectly plain, and easy to all 
capacities, when the New Testament was written* 
The parables, indeed, of our blessed Saviour were 
often purposely wrapt in obscurity, and sych- 
mysterious points, as appertain immediately to 
God, dre also above our comprehension. But 
the obscure parts of the New Testament are of sa 
little consequence, that the researches of learned 

. * I do not know a more useful commentary on the New-' 
Testament than Dr. Lightfoot's Hebrew and Talmud- 
ical Exercitations. By giving a variety of Jewish modes of 
speaking, he explains, with great perspicuity, many texts in 
the New Testament. 

men 
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men have beea rather of use in answering thb, 
trifling cavils of deists and objectors, than in con-^ 
firming the faith of true believers; to whony 
every necessary point will always be found ^uf* 
ficiently plain. 

Thus our ignorance of ancient times — their 
manners — customs — and language, occasion the 
chief difficulties we meet with in reading the 
Scriptures. But this is only what we find in read* 
ing other ancient books. Some of the old clas- 
sicsi who allude frequently to the customs and 
manners of the times in which they wrote, as 
Juvenal, for instance, and Persius, abound for that 
reason in difficulties *• But no sound critic thinks 
they say any thing really unintelligible, or impro- 
per, but attribute all to their own ignorance. 

The conclusion, therefore, from the whole is, 
that when we read the Scriptures, and meet with 
passages which we do not understand — when we 
find patriarchs, or prophets — Christ, or his apos- 
ties, using expressions, which seem to us pe- 

* A much later book of our own — Butler's Hudibras — 
is ID great esteem, though, from our ignorance of the various 
circumstances of the times, it abounds with difficulties. 

culiar 
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cuUar — • or doing actions, which seem to us sin- 
gular — instead of cavilling at them — or bringing 
them to the test of modern times, let us pause a 
moment. Many of these difficulties have been 
well explained by- diligent enquirers into the 
customs and manners of those days: but when 
the difficulty still, remains, let us, for the sake 
of what we do know^ or what we might know, if 
we would be at the pains of enquiring, stifle all 
our captious sentiments with regard to what we 
do not know; and always suppose, it is our igno* 
ranee that is, in some shape, in fault, rather than 
the sacred word of God. 
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XCIV. 

i These things have I spoken to you inproveri^s* 
John, xvL 25. 



Whoever reads the scripture with attention, 
rtiust see a very remarkable diflference between 
our Saviour's manner of delivering instruction, 
and that of the epistolary writers of the New 
Testament. The former is often parabolical, 
full of proverbial expressions, frequently alludes 
to Jewish customs, and abounds in Hebrew 
modes of speaking. The latter are commonly 
more simple, and use few allusions, which are not 
obviously intelligible. — Thus, for instance, our 
Saviour orders us when we are buffeted on one 
cheeky to turn the other ; which St. Paul puts into 
a plain dress, by ordering us not to be overcome 
of evil, but to overcome evil with good. — Again, 
if thy right hand offend thee, says our Saviour, 
cut it off: or, If thy right eye offend tlieCf pluck it 
out : which instruction St. Paul gives us in plain 

12 language. 
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language, by ordering us to abstain from Jleshly 
lusts J which war against the soul. 

That our blessed Saviour should clothe in me- 
taphor, and parable, the doctrinal part of his in- 
stitution ; 4ad also the qffimsive circumstances 
that were to attend it, as the call of the Gentiles^ 
and the abolition of the Jewish ceremonies — is 
not surprising. But why he chose to clothe his 
precepts in the same figurative and proverbial 
garb, is not so easily accounted for. 

The case seems to be, that as our Saviour's 
preaching was confined to the Jews, his language 
was adapted to them. His precepts, therefore-;- 
his parables — his exhortations, and reproofs, were 
all tinctured with Jewish phraseology j which his 
apostles, who preached to the Gentiles, wholly 
laid aside. 

This variation of style between the gospels, 
and epistles, appears so far an argument for the 
truth of Christianity, as it shows a continued 
scheme — a connected plan of instruction accord- 
ing to the intention of the gospel, designed fir$t 
for the Jews, and afterwards for the Gentiles. 

It affords, likewise, good instruction to the pre- 
sent ministers of thego^el to be careful in suiting 
their language to the intellect of their hearers. 
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XCV. 

They tJmt use the world as not abusing it. 
1 Cor. vii. 35. 



What is this abuse, cries the libertine, against 
. whiqh we are here cautioned ? [ know of no 
abi4se. As God hath given us passions, and ap- 
petites } and objects, at the same time, to gratiiy 
them, why should that gratification be called an 
4ibuse? 

Because God gives yoii only the us^, and points 
out to you the mischief of the abuse; against which 
he guards you by giving you reason^ and other 
assistances. 

But why should this abuse exist ? replies the 
libertine. . Or why are not our passions and ap- 
petites limited by the use ? Why are they not 
naturally abridged, if the abuse be so dangerous? 
In short, why are they adapted to a more exten- 
sive use of those things, than that in which we 
a£e indulged? 

Why? 
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Why? why to try whether you have gratitude 
to God for. the use, by abstaining from the abuse 
— to try whether you trust in him, or in the world 
— to give you the power of obtaining a command 
over yourself'^ ^ndi to give you the liberty of act- 
ing like a rational creature, which you could not 
do without a choice of objects. 
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XCVL 

The spirit is wiJling; but thejlesh is weak. 
Matthew, xxvi. 41. 



1 HIS is one of those mild, compassionate apo- 
logies of the gospel for sinful man. The spirit 
makes efforts ; but they are too often ineffectual 
through the weakness of the flesh. 

But now, my brethren, this is an apology, 
which we must never make for ourselves. Our 
hearts are so casuistical, that he who should 
plead the willingness of the spirit before God, in 
excuse for the weakness of the flesh, would most 
probably add presumption to his other faults. 
Let us thank God that a gracious Saviour may 
sometimes see reason for making this kind apo- 
logy for us J but instead of malcing it ourselves, 
let us employ our best endeavours to deserve it. 



Esteeming 
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XCVIL 

Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches 
than the treasures of Egypt* — Hebrews, xi. 26, 



The world, in general, thinks the rules of the 
Gospel so strict, that, by a sort of common com- 
pact, it has formed a more commodious religion 
for itself. Christianity, it is true, is the basis of 
this religion. The name of Christianity is still 
preserved — the sacraments are still in use — and 
religious assemblies are now and then frequented. 
All these things are outward performances and 
require little trouble. But when we come to 
enquire into nicer matters -^ into the purity of 
thoughts — into the rectitude of motives — into 
heavenly-mindedness, and contempt of the world 
— the, fashionable religion we have adopted, 
revolts from air this as incompatible with those 
scenes of pleasure and atnusement which men 
would: willingly persuade themselves the gentle- 
ness of religion allows. 

This liberal mode of religion is very fascinating. 
It serves God, believes in Christ, and enjoys the 
pleasures of life, with great comfort all together. 

VOL, II. H H Now 
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Now as it is a disagreeable thing to run counter 
to the general opinion of mankind in trifles — so, 
on the other band, it is noble to stand even 
single in the breach when religion and duty are 
the objects of defence. When we allow the 
world to frlght.us from our reUgious strictness, and 
our religious opinions, we are literally ashamed of 
Christ and of his words : and we know the con- 
sequence. If then we cannot avoid singularity 
without adopting the vicious manners of the 
world, let us not hesitate a moment whom we are 
to obey -r- God or man? 

One of the noblest instances on record of 
despising popular opinion, when it opposes duty, 
is furnished in the text. Moses was in the highest 
credit in the court of Pharaoh, and enjoyed all 
the luxuries of Egypt. He had had intercourse 
with the Israelites no doubt in various shapes ; 
and was well acquainted with the prophecies of 
Christ, from the times of Abraham, Isaae, and 
Jacob. He had that faith, ther^bre, which all 
true Israelites had, in a promised Saviour ; and 
in obedience to that faith he thought it his duty 
to break away from all the allurements of his 
splendid situation, and take his fortune with his 
poor oppressed countrymen. — Many^no doubt, 

were 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



FOR SERMONS. 467 

were the reproaches he suffered on this apparently 
strange choice. The wit and ridicule of Pha- 
raoh's court would undoubtedly be pointed 
against him ; and all who heard of his leaving 
such advantages, for tio consideration, as it ap- 
peared, would deride his folly. Moses, however, 
considered the scoffs of the world as trials only 
of his faith ; he had respect tmto the recompence of 
the reward ; and esteemed the reproach of Christ 
greater riches than all the treasures qf Egypt. 



XCVIII. 

We all with open face beholding, as in a glass, the 
glory of the Lord, are changed into the same 
image from glory to glory, efoen as hy the spirit 
of the Lord. — 2 Cor. iii. 18. 



The apostle draws a comparison in the chap« 
ter, from which this verse is taken, between the 
Jewish religion and the Christian — between the 
obscurity of the one, and the clear revelation of 
the other. The veil, says he, still remains on 
H H 2 the 
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the hearts of the Jews, while in reading the Olif 
Testament they look no farther than the letter* 
But this veil, he adds, is now done cmayln Christ. 
We Christians, with openface^ that is, with faces 
unveiled, belioldingy as in a glass^ the glory of the 
Lordf are changed into the same image fjrom glory 
to glory f even as by the spirit of the Lord. We 
see in the Scriptures the very image of our Lord 
reflected as from a glass : and are enabled to 
contemplate his glory. 

The great advantage of this clear revelation 
might be the subject of a discourse under the 
following heads : — 

The glassj in which we behold the glory ofth^ 
Lordf is the Holy Scripture. Here we read his 
precepts^ and see his example. 

Secondly, by reading \mpreceptSy and following 
his exampUy we are changed into the same image. 
In the Scripture language, vfe put on Christ. 

Thirdly, this obedience and imitation carry us^ 
liYom glory to glory ^ — from his likeness in this 
world to his presence ia the next. 

Lastly, we are assured that this glorious change 
cannot be wrought in us through any power or 
righteousness of our ownj but by. the Sipiritofthe 
Lord. 
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xeix. 

tVhen shall I come to appear before the presence 
of God! — Psalm, xlii. 2. 



This is not uttered as a discontented wish, 
but as a pious ejaculation. The holy Psalmist 
was ready to continue in life as long as God 
thought proper: but he considered the next 
world as his home, and could not forbear looking 
sometimes wistfully towards it. . This world had 
no temptations for him. He was weaned from 
all its concerns. 

The best use we can make of the Psalmist's 
ardent wish is to consider it as a test Let us try 
ourselves by it. When we can bring our minds 
to such a confidence in God, and a future state 
— to such a contempt of the world, as to be able 
to say in earnest, When shall we come to appear 
before the presence of God! it is surely a good 
sign that we are able. On the other hand, if we 
cannot say it^ thougli I should be far from calling 

it 
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it a sign of our being out of favour with God» 
it is certaitily a sign, that we are not yet enough 
weaned from the things of this world. However, 
in this case, we may distinguish between the fear 
of guilt and the fear of death. If our fear does 
not arise from guilt, a gracious God, who has 
implanted in us a lovefcyr life^ cannot be extreme 
to mark out fear of death. It may arise, perhaps, 
merely from the circumstances which often at- 
tend death. To a good man, the act of dying 
is generally the most formidable part of death. 
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C. 



There remaineth a rest for the people of God. 
Hebrews, iv. 9. 



The Sabbath was ordained as a day of rest for 
religious exercise. But the Apostle to the He- 
brews, in this passage, seems to place it in a new 
light. He gives it an allusion to that rest which 
awaits us hereafter — that great rest which re* 
maineth Jbr the people of God. In this light we 
consider the Sabbath as a beautiful emblem. It 
first serves the great purposes in this world of 
drawing us to reflection — devotion — and reli- 
gious instruction — and then reminds us of that 
blessed rest to which all our virtuous endeavours 
should lead. 

Thus we have every week an opportunity of 
contemplating this heavenly rest. Every return- 
ing Sabbath reminds us of it. — The days of our 
pilgrimage go off quickly — one after another — 

and 
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and we approach every hour nearer the happy 
end of our labours. — The world is full of moni- 
tors—We iqay make this among the most 
useful. 



END OF THE SECOND VOLUME. 
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